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PREFACE
The delegates to the 1971-72 Montana Constitutional Convention
will need historical, legal and comparative information about
the Mo n tana Constitution.
Recognizing this need, the 1971
Legislative Assembly created the Constitutional Convention
Commission and directed it to assemble and prepare essential
information for the Convention.
To fulfill this responsibility, the Constitutional Convention
Commission is preparing a series of research reports under
the general title of Constitutional Convention Studies.
In
addition to the series of research reports, the Commission
authorized the publication of Research Memorandums on topics
that do not warrant the status of official Commission reports.
This memorandum, a collection of rules of recent constitutional conventions and the rules of the 1889 Montana Constitution al Convention, was prepared under the supervision of the
Commission's Convention Arrangements Committee consisting of
William Ste r nhagen, Chai r man; Clyde Hawks, Leonard Schulz and
Cha r les Bove y .
The report contains the rules of constitutional conventions
in Hawaii (1968), Maryland (1967), New Mexico (1969), Arkansas
(1969), Illinois (1970), New York (1967), New Jersey (1947),
and Pennsylvania (1967), in addition to the 1889 Montana
Constitutional Convention Rules and the Rules of the 1971
Montana Legislative ~ssembly .
Section 10 of the Enabling Act for the Constitutional Convention
provides that the Convention shall adopt rules of procedure.
Section 13(3) provides that until the Convention has adopted
such rules, Mason 1 s Manual of Legislative Procedure will govern
the Convention procedure .
By reviewing rules set forth in this report, delegates can prepare for a discussion on rules at the November organizational
meeting of the Convention.
This report is respectfully submitted to the people of Montana
and their delegates to the 1971-1972 Constitutional Convention.
ALEXANDER BLEWETT
CHAIRMAN
iii

The convention shall determine the rules
of its procedure .
Constitutional Convention Enabling Act
Section 10
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CHAPTER I

MONTAl"\JA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

1889

CONVENTION RULES

RULES
of the
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
of the
TERRITORY OF MONTANA
No. 1. President - The President shall take the chair
at the time to which the convention stands adjourned, and
the convention shall then be called to order, the roll
called, and the names of absentees shall be entered upon
the journal of the convention.
In case the President is absent, or fails from any
cause to take the chair, the convention shall appoint a
president pro tern.
No. 2. Quorum - Upon the appearance of a quorum, which
shall consist of a majority of the whole number of members, the journal of the preceding day shall be read by
the clerk, and any mistakes therein may be corrected by
the convention.
No. 3. Order - The President shall preserve order and
decorum, and shall decide questions of order subject to
an appeal to the convention.
No. 4. President Shall Vote - The President shall vote
on all questions taken by yeas and nays, and in all elections and divisions called for by any member.
And in case
of a tie vote, the proposition pending shall be lost.
No. 5. Members Shall Remain Seated - When the convention adjourns, the members shall keep their seats until
the President announces the adjournment.
No. 6. Proper Decorum - Every member, previous to
speaking, shall rise from his seat and respectfully address himself to the President.
No.
once,
first
first

7. Two or More - When two or more members rise at
the President shall designate the member who is
to speak, but in all cases the member who shall rise
and address the chair shall speak first.

No. 8. Not to Speak More than Twice - No member shall
speak more than twice on the same subject without leave of
the convention, nor more than once until every member
choosing to speak on the question pending shall have spoken.
-2-

No. 9. Motions to be Seconded - No motion shall be debated or put, unless the same shall be seconded.
It shall
be stated by the President, and any such motion shall be
reduced to writing, if the President, or any member, shall
desire it.
No. 10. Motions in Possession of the Convention - After
any motion shall be stated by the President it shall be in
possession of the convention, but may be withdrawn at any
time before amendment or decision; but all motions, resolutions or amendments shall be entered upon the journal
whether they are rejected or adopted.
No. 11. Debate - When a question is under debate no
motion shall be received, except: 1st, To adjourn; 2nd,
To lay on the table; 3rd, For the previous question; 4th,
To postpone to a day certain; 5th, To commit to a standing committee; 6th, To commit to a select committee; 7th,
To amend; 8th, To postpone indefinitely; and these several
motions shall have precedence in the order in which they
stand arranged.
No. 12. Adjournment - A motion to adjourn shall always
be in order, except when a member is addressing the chair,
or a vote is being taken; that, and the motion to lay on
the table, shall be received without debate.
No. 13. Previous Question - The previous question shall
be in this form: "Shall the main question be now put?"
It shall only be admitted when demanded by a majority of
the members present, and its effect shall be to put an
end to all debate and bring the convention to a direct
vote upon the amendments reported by a committee, if any,
upon pending amendments, and then upon the main question.
On a motion for the previous question, and prior to the
vote being taken, one call of the convention shall be in
order; but after a majority shall have seconded such
motion, no call shall be in order prior to a decision of
the main question.
No. 14. Same - When, on taking the previous question,
the convention shall decide that the main question shall
not now be put, the main question shall remain as the
question before the convention, in the same stage of proceedings as before the previous question was made.
No. 15. Incide ntal Questions - All incidental questions
of order, arising after a motion is made for the previous
question, during the pending of such motion, or after the
convention shall have determined that the main question
shall now be put, shall be decided, whether on appeal or
otherwise without debate.
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No. 16. Petitions - Petitions, memorials and other
papers addressed to the convention, shall be presented
by the Presid ent, or by a member in his place.
No. 17. Voting - Every member who shall be present
before the vote is declared from the chair, and no other,
shall vote for or against the same, unless the convention
shall excuse him; or unless he is immediately interested
in the question, in which case he shall not vote.
No. 18. When the Question is Being Put - When the
President is putting the question, no member shall walk
out of or across the hall; nor when a member is speaking
shall any person entertain any private discourse, or pass
between him and the chair.
No. 19. Several Points - If the question in debate
contains several points, any member may have the same
divided.
No. 20. Members Called to Order - A member called to
order shall immediately sit down, unless he desires to
explain, after which he shall take his seat, until the
point of order be decided by the chair, which shall be
final, unless the member desires to appeal, in which case
he shall have the right to arise, and ask the chair to
put his motion to the convention, whose duty it shall be
to immediately comply; and the question shall be: "Shall
the decision of the chair be sustained?"
No. 21. Title and Numbering of Propositions and Resolutions - Propositions and resolutions proposing matter,
to be incorporated in the constitution, shall be prefaced with the title, briefly indicating the subject to
which they refer.
They shall be in writing, on legal
cap paper, or printed, and shall be numbered by the Clerk,
in the order in which they are introduced.
No. 22. Resolutions Limited to one Subject, Reading
and Reference of Sarne - Propositions and resolutions
mentioned in the last foregoing rule shall embrace but
one subject.
They shall be read once when introduced,
and then referred without debate to an appropriate
committee.
No. 23. General File - All propositions and resolutions embracing matter proposed to be incorporated in the
Constitution, reported by a standing or special committee,
shall be read when reported, and if reported favorably
such prop osition or resolution shall be ordered printed,
otherwis e the printing thereof shall be within the discretion of the Convention, and thereupon the same shall
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be placed on a general fi l e to be kept by the clerk in
the order in which they are reported.
Th ey shall be
taken fro m the file and acted upon in the order in which
they are placed thereon, unless otherwise ordered by the
Convention; Provided, that engrossed propositions and
resolutions shall be placed at the head of the file in
the order in which they are received.
One hundred copies
of the file for each day shall be printed.
No. 24. All propositions and resolutions embracing
matters proposed to be incorporated in the Constitution,
the printing of which is provided for in subdivision 23,
and all oth er printing necessary for the use of the Convention, shall be done under the direction and control of
the Committee on Printing; but in no case shall the original resolution or proposition proposed to be incorporated in the Constitution be placed in the hands of the
printer; but a true copy thereof shall be made under the
direction of the Printing Committee and forthwith by the
committee delivered to the printer with instructions to
print a sufficient number of copies thereof, not exceeding 150, and return the same without delay.
No. 25. Committees Not to Sit During Session - No
committee shall sit during the session of the convention
without leave.
No. 26. Committee of the Whole - In forming a committee
of the whole convention the President shall appoint a
member to preside.
Propositions or resolutions relating
to the Constitution shall be submitted to a committee of
the whole convention, and shall be read and considered in
committee of the whole, by sections. All amendments
shall be noted and reported to the convention by the
chairman.
After report the proposition or resolution
shall again be subject to amendment before the final vote
shall be taken.
No. 27. The rules of the convention shall be observed
in committee of the whole, so far as they may be applicable, except for limiting the time for speaking, and
except that the ayes and noes shall not be taken, and that
the previous question shall not be moved.
No. 28. A motion that the committee rise shall always
be in order, and shall be decided without debate.
No. 29. To be read at length and ayes and noes entered Upon the final passage of any resolution or proposition
proposed to be incorporated in the Constitution the same
shall be read at length, and the vote thereon shall be
taken by ayes and noes and entered in the journal.
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No. 30. Convention.
Parliamentary Practice - The
rules of parliamentary practice, embraced in Jefferson's
Manual, shall govern the convention in all cases where
they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent
with the standing rules and orders of the convention.
No. 31. Convention.
Suspend, Alter or Amend - No rule
of the convention shall be suspended, altered or amended,
without the concurrence of two- thirds of the members
present.
No. 32. The Reading of Papers - When the reading of
a paper is called for, except petitions and memorials,
and the same is objected to by any member, it shall be
de te rmined by the convention without debate.
No. 33. Paoers to be left with Secretary by Members
Ab sent - Every member before availing himself of a leave
of absence, shall deposit with the Chief Clerk all papers
be longing to the convention.
No . 34. Extra Pay - No increase of pay, nor any extra
pay, shall be allowed to any officer or attache of the
convention, by resolution or otherwise, except by unani mo us consent.
No. 35. Employment of Committee Clerks - No committee
shall be permitted to employ a clerk at public expense
without at first obtaining leave of the Convention for that
purpose.
No.

36. Order of Business -

1. Roll call.
2. Prayer by the chaplain.
3. Reading and approval of the journal.
4. Reading and presentation of petitions and memorials ,
under which head shall include remonstrances, communications from individuals and public bodies.
5. Communications from Territorial officers--under
which head shall be embraced also, communications from
public officers and corporations, in response to calls
for information.
6. Reports of Standing Committees, in the order in
which they stand in the rules.
7. Reports of Select Committees.
8. Introduction of Resolutions and Propositions rela ting to the Constitution.
9. Unfinished Business
10. Special Orders.
11. General Orders.
12. Miscellaneous Motions and Resolutions .
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No . 37. Reference of resolutions when Committees must
report - When a motidn is made to refer any subject, and
di fferen t committ ee s should be proposed, the question shall
be taken in t he following order:
1. The committee of the whole convention.
2. The standing committee.
3. A select committee.
Every corrJnittee of the convention to whom a resolution
or proposition has been referred, shall report the same
to the convention within three days from the time in
which it is received by the chairman of the committee,
unless further time to report is granted.
Every proposition or resolution shall be referred to the appropriate
standing committee, as indicated by its name herein.
No. 38. Motion or Proposition Different: No Amendment No motion or proposition on a subject different from that
under consideration shall be admitted under color of
amendment.
No . 39. Time of Mee ting - The hour of the daily meet ing of the convention shall be 10 o'clock in the morning,
until the convention directs otherwise.
No. 40. Duties of Officers at the Close of the Session The Chief Clerk and Assistant Chief Clerk at the close of
the session of the convention, must deliver to the secretary of the Territory, duly marked, labeled and arranged,
all propositions, resolutions, petitions, memorials, and
other papers belonging to the convention, and also all
books belonging to the same.
No . 41. Substitutes - A substitute shall be deemed an
amendment, and treated in all respects as such.
No . 42. Reconsideration - When a motion has been made
and carried or lost it shall be in order for any member
of the majority on the same or succeeding day to move for
the reconsideration thereof, and such motion shall take
precedence of all other que stions except a motion to fix
a day to which the convention shall adjourn, to adjourn,
or to take a recess, and shall not be withdrawn after the
said succeeding day without the consent o f the convention,
and thereafter any member may call it up for consideration.
No . 43. Standing Committees - The standing committees
of the convention shall be as follows:
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1. On preamble and bill of rights, to consist of five
members.
2. Rights of suffrage and qualification to office, to
consist of five members.
3. On legislative departments, to consist of nine
members.
4. On the executive departments, to consist of seven
members.
5. On judiciary and judicial departments, including
pardoning power, to consist of fifteen members.
6. On military affairs, to consist of five members.
7. On the finances of the State, public debt, the :indebtedness of counties and municipalities, revenues,
expenditures and taxation, and the restrictions to be
placed on the powers of the Legislature in respect
thereto, to consist of eleven members.
8. Education, to consist of seven members.
9. State institutions and public buildings, to consist
of seven members.
10. On city, county, and town organizations, to consist
of seven members.
11. Apportionment and representation, to consist of
eleven members.
12. Corporations (other than municipal) to consist of
seven members.
13. Miscellaneous subjects and future amendments, to
consist of five members.
14. On schedule, to consist of five members.
15. On mining, water, and water rights, to consist of
nine members.
16. Agriculture, manufactures, commerce, 'and immigration,
to consist of nine members.
17. Reporting and printing and mileage and contingent
expenses, to consist of five members.
18. Privileges and elections, to consist of five members.
19. Engrossment and enrollment, to consist of five
members.
20. Boundaries, public lands and homestead exemptions,
to consist of five members.
21. Revision, phraseology and adjustment, to consist of
five members.
22. On ordinance, to consist of seven members.
23. On labor, to consist of seven members.
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CHAPTER II

ARKANSAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

1969

CONVENTI ON RULES
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OFFICIAL RULES
of the
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
of the
STATE OF ARKANSAS
1969

CHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Rule 1. Quorum and Majority. A majority of the dele gates elected to the Convention shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business, but a smaller number may
adjourn from day to day and may compel the attendance of
absent delegates by any means adopted by a majority of
those present, including arrest by the sergeant at arms
or his duly designated deputy.
There being a quorum, a majority of those delegates
voting shall be sufficient for the adoption of any motion
or resolution or the taking of any action except where
the affirmative votes of a greater number shall be required by these rules or by law.
Rule 2. Admission to Floor. No person, other than a
Convention delegate, an officer, employee or news correspondent accredited by the President shall be admitted on
the floor of the Convention unless invited by the President or by vote of the delegates. The words "floor of
the Convention" mean the space of the main floor of the
Convention, excluding the space designated for visitors
and for the press.
CHAPTER II
OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, Al.~D DUTIES
Rule 3. Officers of the Convention. The officers of
this Convention shall be a President, who shall be chairman of the Convention, and four vice-presidents, each of
which vice-presidents shall be from a different Congressional District. The President and vice-presidents shall
be delegates to the Convention and elected by the majority
vote of the entire Convention.
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Rule 4. Duties of Presiding Officer. The President
shall take the Chair each day at the hour to which the
Convention shall have adjourned or recessed. He shall
call the Convention to order and, except in the absence
of a quorum, shall proceed to business in the manner prescribed by these rules.
The President shall preserve
order and decorum. He may speak to points of order and,
subject to an appeal to the Convention, shall decide
questions of order. When two or more delegates seek
recognition at the same time for purposes of debate, the
President shall recognize the delegate who is to speak
first.
Rule 5. Press Representatives. The President shall
assign accredited news correspondents press facilities
in the Convention chamber. News correspondents using
cameras, tape recorders and similar reporting devices
shall conduct themselves so as not to interfere with the
orderly course of the proceedings of the session.
Rule 6 . Naming of Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole. When the Convention shall have decided to go into
the Committee of the Whole, the vice-presidents in the
order of their precedence shall preside therein, or if
none be present, the President shall name a chairman of
the Committee of the Whole.
Rule 7. Voting . The President may vote in all elect ions, on all divisions called for by any delegate and on
all questions taken by yeas and nays, except on appeals
from his decisions.
Rule 8. Powers and Duties of Vice-Presidents.
In the
absence of the Pre sident or his temporary inability to
preside, or at his re que st, the vice-presidents in order
of precedence shall exercise the powers and perform the
duties of the President, and shall preside over the Convention. The order of pre cedence among the vice -pre sidents
shall be for one week at a time in the numerical order of
Congressional Distri cts successively through the life of
the Convention.
Rule 9.
Secretary . The secretary shall be the director of the Convention staff, including all employees of the
Convention, except as otherwise ordered by the Convention.
In this capacity, he shall supervise the work of all staff
members.
Rule 10. Vacancies in Office.
In the event of a vacancy
in any office in the Convention, the Convention shall elect
a successor in the same manner as the office was originally
filled.
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Rule 11. Roll Call. The secretary shall call the roll
at the opening of each session of the Convention and announce
whether or not a quorum is present. He shall announce the
names of the delegates absent with leave of the Convention
and the names of delegates absent without leave, and enter
th e names of all absentees upon the Journal.
Leave of the
Convention may be obtained by application to the President
or Secretary or their designated representative.
If a vot ing machine is provided, the machine shall be used whenever
a roll call or a vote by yeas and nays is directed by or in
ac cordance with these rules.
Rule 12. Invocation. The secretary shall arrange for
an invocation at the opening of each session of the Convention.
Rule 13. Journal and Transcript. The secretary shall
keep a Journal of the proceedings of the Convention in
conformity with the rules, supervise the daily publication
thereof and make such corrections as may be necessary. The
Journal shall contain all formal actions of the Convention,
in cluding the introduction of all proposals, motions and
resolutions, and the actions of the Convention thereon.
The secretary shall furnish each delegate a copy of the
Journal of the previous day.
A Convention reporter shall
keep a verbatim record of Convention proceedings and shall,
within the time prescribed in his appointment by the Con vention, provide a verbatim transcript of all proceedings
of the sessions of the Convention and of the Committee of
the Whole.
Rule 14. Calendar of Business. The secretary, under
the direction of the Rules Committee, shall maintain a
calendar of the business of the Convention and he shall
furnish each delegate daily with a copy of the calendar
for that day and a list of committee meetings scheduled
for the following day.
Rule 15. Delegate Proposals and Committee Proposals.
The secretary shall attend to the reproduction of all
delegate proposals, committee proposals, resolutions and
documents as ordered by the Convention. The secretary
shall give a number to each delegate proposal when intro duced, and the numbers shall be in numerical order. When
proposals are reported favorably from committees, they
shall be called "Committee Proposals," and shall be numbered in numerical order. The secretary shall cause to
be placed at the head of the committee proposal the name
of the committee that reported the same and the character
and number of any report of the committee respecting the
proposal. The secretary shall be responsible to the Convention for the care and preservation of all delegate and
committee proposals.
Committee proposals shall be kept
on file in numerical order, unless otherwise ordered by
the Convention.
-12-

Rule 16. Responsibility for Convention Hall. The secretary s h all exe rcise supervisory care and control of the hall
of t he Convention and all Convention rooms and equipment.
The secretary, subject to the supervision of the Administrativ e Committee, shall purchase or rent all necessary equipment, supplies and postage , and arrange for postal, telephone and telegraph service.
Rule 17. Acting Secretary.
In case of the temporary
inability of the secretary, from sickness or other cause,
to perform the duties of his office, the Administrative
Committee shall designate another employee to act as secretary until the secretary is able to resume his duties.
The
secretary may at any time designate any employee of the Convention to perform any of the duties of the secretary.
Rule 18 . Sergeant at Arms. The sergeant at arms shall
be designated by the secretary.
He shall be the chief
police officer of the Convention.
Rule 19. Appointment of Staff Members.
The Administrative Committee shall designate s t aff and employee positions
and job descriptions, establish salary scales and provide
for the appointment of employees .
CHAPTER III
DELEGATES
Rule 20.
Conduct in Debate . When any delegate is about
to speak in debate or present any matter to the Convention,
he shall rise and address himself to "Mr. President;" he
shall not speak until recognized and when recognized, he
shall confine himself to the ques t ion under debate , and
a void personalities .
Rule 21 . Delegates Called to Order .
If any delegate in
speaking transgresses the rules of the Convention, the
President shall call him to order; in which case that delegate shall immediately sit down and shall not rise unless
to explain or proceed in order.
Rule 22.
Times Delegates May Speak. No delegate may
speak more than once on the same question without leave of
the President or of a majority of those present and voting,
unless he be the nover of the matter pending or chairman of
the committee that reported it; in which case he shall be
privileged to speak twice.
Rule 23.
Conduct on the Floor. While the President is
puttiDg any question, or while the roll is being called or
taken by the secretary, no delegate shall walk out; nor
shall any delegate engage in discourteous conduct at any time.
- 13 -

Rule 24. Contest of Elections. No protest or petition contesting the election of any delegate shall be received or considered unless filed within ten days after
the adoption of this rule.
Rule 25.
Vacancies. When a deleqate shall fail to
answer roll call at opening sessions for fifteen consecutive sessions, the position may be declared vacant by the
Convention and the vacancy filled as provided in Section 3
of Act 42 of the First Extraordinary Session of the 65th
General Assembly of Arkansas, 1968. The person so appointed
shall serve for the remainder of the Convention, or until
such time as the originally elected delegate shall appear
before the Convention and be reinstated by the Convention .
CHAPTER IV
COMMITTEES
Rule 26.
Establishment.
the following committees:

The Convention shall have

Substantive Committees
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Declaration of Rights and Preamble.
Executive Branch.
Legislative Branch.
Judicial Branch.
General Provisions.
County Government.
Municipal Government.
Finance and Taxation.
Suffrage, Elections, Initiative and Referendum.
Education.
Schedule and Transitional Provisions.
Procedural Committees

1.
2.
3.
4.

Administrative.
12 members.
Rules and Resolutions.
Public Information.
Style and Drafting.
5 members.

Members of substantive committees may also be members of
procedural committees.
Rule 27. Meetings. A committee shall meet at the
call of the committee chairman, or upon written request of
a majority of the members, or at the direction of the Convention.
A recorded roll call vote on any matter before a committee shall be taken on demand by any member of the committee.
-14-

Each committee shall maintain an action journal of all
its proceedings and a calendar, both of which shall be
available to news media and interested members of the
public.
Rule 28.
Administrative Committees. The Administra tive Committee shall be composed of the President, four
vice-presidents and two delegates from each of the four
Congressional Districts of the state, who have been elected
by a majority of the delegates whose districts, or a
greater part thereof, are in such Congressional District,
except that if the President and a vice - president be from
the same district, only one additional member shall be
elected to the Administrative Committee from such district.
The President of the Convention shall be chairman of the
Administrative Committee.
The Administrative Committee
shall have such duties as shall be assigned by the temporary
and/or permanent rules adopted by this Convention.
This
committee shall have the responsibility of appointment of
all personnel of the Convention including a secretary, who
shall be subject to confirmat ion by the Convention.
The President and vice - presidents shall be nominated
and elected by the Convention, and after said electio n, the
Convention shall recess for the purpose of caucus by Con gressional Districts for the election of member s to t he
Administrative Committee.
Rule 29.
Additional Committees. Additional committees
of the Convention and their functions and number of members
may be provided for by resolution of the Convention adopted
by a majority of the delegates elected.
Such additional
c ommittees may be created to consider matters not within
the province of the regular standing committees, such as
the submission of part s of a proposed constitution separ ately, or in the form o f alternatives, to the voters of
the state .
Rule 30.
Designation of Committee Members.
The President and the Administrative Committee shall nominate, subject to Convention approval, the membership of all committees except where the Convention shall otherwise order.
The designation of delegates to committees shall be subject
to the control of the Convention, and any delegate may ask
the Convention for a change in his or any other delegate's
committee assignments.
Rule 31.
Chairmen of Committees. The first named
member of any committee shall be the chairman, and the
second named member shall be vice-chairman.
In case of a
vacancy or absence of the chairman and vice-chairman, the
members of the committee who are present shall appoint a
chairman to act until the chairman or vice-chairman shall
return.
-15 -

Rule 32. Sitting of Committees During Sessions of the
Convention. No committee shall sit during the sessions of
the Convention without special leave of the Convention by a
majority vote of those voting.
Rule 33. Power to Incur Expenses. No committee or
delegate shall incur any expenses chargeable to the Convention unless authorized to do so by resolution of the Convention.
Rule 34. Subcommittees of Co~mittees. A committee, by a
majority vote of its number, may provide for the appointment
by the committee chairman of subcommittees composed of delegates named to the cor.unittee.
Reports of subcommittees
shall be considered by the entire committee before recommending any action thereon by the Convention.
Rule 35. Notice of Renorts. All committees before
reporting on any proposal shall notify delegates who have
introduced proposals on the same subject matter when and
where they may meet with that committee to explain such
proposals before the committee reports.
Rule 36. Reports of Committees. A majority of the members appointed to a committee shall be necessary to report
a proposal out of committee. The report or reports of a
minority of any committee shall be received in the same
manner as the majority report, and treated as an amendment
or substitute offered to or for the report of the committee
if offered as such on the floor.
One or more members of a
committee may make a minority report.
Rule 37. Powers of Committees.
Committees may hold
public hearings at any place in the state. A committee may
grant the powers here authorized to any subcommittee. A
committee may direct that a verbatim record be kept of any
portion of its proceedings.
Rule 38. Consideration of Pronosals Without Committee
Recommendation. After one day's notice a majority of the
delegates voting may by motion require a committee to
report immediately any proposal without recommendation.
CHAPTER V
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Rule 39. Consideration of committee Reports. When the
Convention deems it necessary, it may by a majority vote
of those voting resolve itself into Committee of the Whole
to consider committee reports, or any other Convention business, and no business shall be in order until the whole of
the reports or other Convention business is considered or
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passed over, or the committee rise.
Unless a particular
proposal is ordered up, the Committee of the Whole shall
consider, act upon or pass over all matters referred to
it by the Convention in the order of their reference.
Rule 40. Readings:
Debate: Amendment.
In the Committee of the Whole proposals shall be read through, debated and acted upon by clauses. All amendments shall be
in writing as provided in Rule 51, and shall be reported
to the Convention by the chairman.
Rule 41 . .Motion that Committee of the Whole Rise. A
motion that the Committee of the Whole rise shall always
be in order unless a member of the committee is speaking
or a vote is being taken, and shall be decided without
debate by a majority vote of those present and voting.
Rule 42. Reconsideration. A motion to reconsider
shall be in order in the Committee of the Whole and may
be adopted by a majority vote of those present and voting,
at any time before the committee shall vote to rise.
Rule 43. Application of Convention Rules. The rules
of the Convention shall be observed in the Committee of
the ½~ole , so far as they may be applicable, except that
it cannot adjourn the Convention; a majority of those
present and voting shall govern its action; it cannot
refer matters to any other committee, except the Committee on Style and Drafting; and a motion to postpone indefinitely or for a call of the Convention shall not be
in order. A delegate may speak more than once in the
Committee of the Whole. A Journal of the proceedings
in the Committee of the Whole shall be kept as in Convention.
CHAPTER VI
TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS

Rule 44 . Order of Business . The order of business of
the Convention shall be as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Call to order
Invocation
Roll call
Reading and approval of Journal
Reports of standing committees
Reports of special committees
Cornmunications from State Officers
Introduction and first reading and reference of
proposals
Second reading of proposals
Third reading of proposals
Motions and resolutions
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12.
13.
14.

Unfinished business
Special orders of the day
General orders of the day

Rule 45.
Stating Motions and Resolutions .
When a motion
is made, it shall be stated by the President; or, if in
writing, it shall be handed to and read aloud by the secre tary before being debated.
Every resolution, other than a proposal, shall be read
by title, and shall be referred to the appropriate commit tee.
If the rules are suspended to permit immediate con sideration of a resolution, the resolution shall be read
in full before it is considered.
Rule 46.
Reduced to Writing.
Every motion shall be
reduced to writing if the President or a majority of those
vo t ing shall request it, and all motions, oral or written ,
shall be entered upon the Journal, together with the name
of the delegate making it, unless withdrawn by the naker or
ruled out of order by the President.
Rule 47. Withdrawal of Motions. After a motion has been
sta ted by the President or read by the secretary, it shall
be deemed to be in the possession of the Convention , but
may be withdrawn by the maker at any time before being
amended or put to a vote.
Rule 48.
Precedence of Motions.
When a question is
under debate, no motion shall be received but-1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

To fix the time to which to adjourn.
To adjourn.
To take a recess.
To reconsider.
To lay on the table.
For a quorum call of the Convention.
To limit debate.
For the previous question.
To postpone to a day certain.
To commit.
To amend.
To postpone indefinitely.

Such motions shall take precedence in the order in which
they are here listed, and shall be decided by a majority
vote of those voting, except the motion to postpone in definitely, which shall be passed only by a majority vote
of all the delegates elected.
When a recess is taken while
any question is pending, consideration of such question
shall be resumed upon reasse:rcbling unless otherwise deter mined.
Whenever a proposal is being considered at any stage
of procedure and a motion is made to postpone indefinitely
or to commit, amendments to the proposal shall first be in
order before ta~ing a vote on any such motion.
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Rule 49. Motions Not Debatable. A motion to adjourn
shall always be in order except when a motion to fix the
time to which to adjourn is pending. A motion to adjourn,
a motion to lay on the table and all matters relating to
questions of order shall be decided without debate. A
motion for a recess, pending the consideration of other
business, shall not be debatable.
Rule 50. Amendments to be Germane. No motion or
proposition on a subJect different from that under consideration shall be admitted under color of an amendment
or substitute.
Rule 51.
any delegate
unl ess it is
delivered to
the time the

Amendments to be Printed. No amendment to
or committee proposal shall be considered
submitted in writing and a copy thereof
tne floor desk of each delegate prior to
amendment is offered.

Rule 52. Division of Question. Any delegate may call
for a division of the question, which shall be divided
if it comprehends propositions in substance so distinct
that when one is removed or deferred, a substantive
proposition remains for the decision of the Convention.
A motion to strike out and insert shall be deemed indi visible.
Rule 53. Motions for the Previous Question. The
method of ordering the previous question shall be as
follows:
Any delegate may move the previous question
and unless otherwise stated the motion shall apply to
the pending question only. This being seconded by at
least five delegates, the presiding officer shall put
the question, "Shall the main question now be put?"
This shall be ordered only by two-thirds (2/3) of the
delegates votin g . After the seconding of the motion
for the previous question and prior to ordering the same,
a Call of the Convention may be moved and ordered; but
after ordering the previous question nothing shall be in
order prior to the decision of the pending question, except demands for the yeas and nays, points of order,
appeals from the decision of the Chair, and a motion to
adjourn or to take a recess, all of which shall be decided without debate. The effect of the previous question shall be to put an end to all debate and bring the
Convention to a direct vote upon the pending question.
When a motion to reconsider is taken under the previous
question and is decided in the affirmative, the previous
question shall have no operation upon the question to be
reconsidered.
If the Convention shall refuse to order
the previous question, the consideration on the subject
shall be resumed as though no motion for the previous
question had been made.
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Rule 54. Motion for Reconsideration. Any delegate may
move for a reconsideration of any question at the same or
next succeeding session of the Convention;
or the Committee on Style and Drafting may move for reconsideration on
any subsequent day if notice of its intention to do so is
given in writing to the secretary, who shall enter this
notice in the Journal.
Rule 55. Sine Die Adjournment. A motion to adjourn the
Convention sine die shall not be voted upon until at least
forty-eight hoursafter notice is given to the delegates;
and to pass this motion requires an affirmative vote of a
majority of all the delegates to the Convention.
CHAPTER VII
PROPOSALS
Rule 56. Introduction. All matters intended to become
a part of any revised constitution or constitutional amend ment shall be introduced by a delegate or delegates in the
form of a proposal and endorsed by the delegate or delegates introducing them, or shall originate as committee
proposals. All proposals shall be introduced by delivery
to the secretary on a form precribed by him.
Proposals
shall be reproduced and distributed under the direction of
the secretary.
Rule 57. Order of Consideration. The regular order to
be taken by proposals introduced in the Convention shall be
as follows:
1.
Introduction, first reading by title, reference to
a committee or committees by the President, and reproduction
and distribution unless otherwise ordered by a majority of
the delegates voting.
2.
Report of committee and placing on the calendar of
the Convention under General Order of the Day.
3.
Consideration by the Convention in order of report
from comrnittee.
4.

Reference to the Committee on Style and Drafting.

5.
Report of Committee on Style and Drafting to the
Convention.
6.

Second reading, vote on passage.

7.
Re-reference to Committee on Style and Drafting for
incorporation in final draft.
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8.
Report by Committee on Style and Drafting of any
complete revision of, or proposed amendment to the Constitution.
9.
Consideration by the Convention on third reading
and passage of any complete revision by article and as a
whole, or in the case of any amendment by sections as a
whole.

The Convention at any time may refer any proposal or
other matter to any committee including Committee of the
Whole.
Rule 58. Majority Vote on Proposals.
On the passage
on third reading of every proposal, section, article and
any complete revision of or amendment to the Constitution,
the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays, and entered on
the Journal, and no proposal, section, article or any such
amendment or complete revision shall be declared passed
unless a majority of all the delegates elected to the
Convention shall have voted in favor of the passage of
the same. No proposal shall be finally voted upon by
the Convention except after the expiration of 72 hours
from its introduction.
Rule 59. Proposals Introduced During Final Sessions.
All delegate proposals introduced more than 90 days after
the Convention first convenes in April, 1969, shall be
reported back to the Convention before it adjourns sine
die by the substantive committee assigned primary responsibility for that proposal and this report shall be made
within 10 days after the proposal is referred to that
committee.
Rule 60. Unfinished Special Orders. Any subject
matter made the special order for a particular day, not
having been reached on that day, shall come up for con sideration under the order of "Unfinished Business" at
the next succeeding session of the Convention.
Rule 61.
Limitation on Debate and Control of Dilatory Procedure. The Convention may limit the time of
debate on any subject matter before the Convention, designate a method of allocating the period allowed for debate
among delegates and take appropriate action to control
dilatory procedure.
CHAPTER VI II
MISCELLANEOUS
Rule 62. Presentation and Endorsement of Petitions.
Petitions received by any officer of the Convention or by
any delegate may be initialed by the recipient, and handed
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directly to the chairman or clerk of the cowmittee which
has the subject matter of the petition under consideration.
The chairman of the committee, on behalf of the Convention,
shall give appropriate notice of the receipt of the petition.
Rule 63. Putting the Question. The President shall put
all questions in this form:
"As many as are in favor of
(as the question may be), say 'aye'" and after the affirmative vote is expressed, "As many as are opposed, say 'no'."
If the President is in doubt as to the vote, he may order a
division of the Convention.
A division of the Convention may be had on the demand of
five delegates, or a roll call of the Convention may be
demanded by a vote of one-fifth (1/5) of the delegates
voting on any pending question. When a division of the
Convention is ordered, a rising vote or a show of hands
may be taken or the voting machine may be used, if provided,
and the President shall declare the result.
On a tie vote
the question shall be deemed lost.
Rule 64. Amendment or Suspension of Rules. The rules
of the Convention may be amended by a majority vote of the
delegates elected, but no rules shall be amended unless
such amendment is i:1 writing, has been considered by the
Committee on Rules and Resolutions and is in the possession
of the Convention two days prior to its consideration. A
rule may be suspended by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the
delegates voting, provided that no less than 51 votes are
case in favor of the suspension.
Rule 65.
Form of Question on Appeals. On all appeals
from decisions of the Chair, the question shall be "Shall
the ruling of the Chair stand?" which cuestion shall be
decided by a majority vote of those voting.
Rule 66. Debate on Appeals. No delegate shall speak
on the question of an appeal more than once without leave
of the Convention by a majority vote of those voting.
Rule 67. Tabling Appeals. An appeal may be laid on
the table but shall not carry with it the subject matter
before the Convention at the time such appeal is taken.
Rule 68. Practice in Unprovided Cases.
In all cases
not provided by these rules, the authority shall be ROBERT'S
RULES OF ORDER REVISED (75th Anniversary Edition, 1951).
Rule 69. Voting by the Electrical Roll Call System.
When taking the yeas and nays on any question to be voted
upon, the electrical roll call system may be used, and
when so used shall have the same force and effect as a
roll call taken as otherwise provided in these rules.
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When the Convention is ready to vote upon any question
requiring a roll call, and the vote is to be taken by the
electrical roll call system, the presiding officer shall
announce:
"The question is on the passage of (designating
the matter to be voted upon).
All in favor of such quest ion shall vote 'yea, 1 all opposed shall vote 'nay'." The
Convention will now proceed to vote."
When sufficient time has been allowed the delegates to
vote, the presiding officer shall announce:
"Have all
voted?" And after a short pause shall say: "The secretary
shall proceed to record the vote
The secretary shall immediately start the vote recording
equipment, and when completely recorded, shall announce
the result to the Convention.
The secretary shall enter
upon the Journal the result in the manner provided by the
rules of the Convention.
Any delegate shall be privileged to vote or change his
vote after the vote recording equipment has started to
operate, by rising and announcing his vote before the
result of the vote has been announced by the secreta r y .
No delegate shall cast a vote for another delegate,
nor shall any person not a delegate cast a vote for a
delegate.
In addition to such penalties as may be pre scribed by law, any delegate who shall vote for ano ther
delegate may be punished in such manner as the Convention
may determine .
If a person not a delegate shall vote or
attempt to vote for any delegate, he shall be barred from
the floor of the Convention for the remainder of theses sion and may be further punished in such manner as the
Convention may deem proper, in addition to such punishment
as may be precribed by law.
Rule 70.
Presence of Delegates.
Any delegate, having
answered roll call at the opening of any session, o r hav ing entered upon the floor of the Convention after roll
call and made his presence known to the secretary, shall
thereafter be deemed as present for that session for pur poses of determining the right of compensation .
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CONSTITUTTONAL CONVENTION OF'

IIA'✓IAII

C,P FlM

RULES

OFFICER S
RULE 1. The officers of the Convention shall be a
President, five Vice-Presidents (one each fro m the Counties
of Hawaii, Maui and Kauai and two from the City and Countr
of Honolulu), a Sec retary and an Assistant Secretary who
shall be elected from the delegates by the vole of at least
forty-two delegates and such election shall be by ballot.
EMPLOYEES
RULE 2. A Chief Clerk and an Assistant Cle r k shall be
elected by the vote of at least forty-two delegates and such
election shall be by ballot.
All other employees shall be appointed by the President,
subject to the approval of the Convention.
THE PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT
RULE J. The President shall take the chair each day at
the hour to which the Convention shall have ad j ourned. He
shall call the Convention to order, and, except in the
absence of a quorum, sholl proceed to business in the manner
prescribed by these rules.
RULE 4. The President shall possess the powers and
perform the duties herein prescribed, viz:
(a) He shall preserve order and decorum, and,
in debate, shall prevent personal reflections, and
confine members to the question under discussion.
When two or more members arise at the same time, he
shall name the one entitled to the floor.
(b) He shall decide all questions of order,
subject to appeal to the Convention. On every appeal
he shall have the right, in his place, to assi~n his
reason for his decision. In case of such appeal no
member shall speak more than once.
(c) He shall appoint all committees, except
where the Convention shall otherwise order.
(d) Ile may substitute any member to perform
the duties of the chair while he is present, but
for no lonGer period than that day, except by special
consent of the Convention.
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(e) When the Convention shall be ready to go
into Committee of the Whole, he shall name a chairman
to preside therein.
(f) When necessary or required, he shall, with
the Secretary, certify all official acts and-all
vouchers for payment of expenditures of the Convention.
(g) He shall designate and assign to seats or
authorize the designation and seating of the persons
who shall act as reporters for the public press, television and radio within the Convention Hall.
(h) He shall be a member ex- officio without vote
of the several committees to which he is not specifically appointed.

(i) He shall declare the vote and announce the
result according to the fact on all questions and
di visions.
(j) He shall not engage in any debate, or propose
his opinion on any question, except the assi~ning of
his reasons for his decision on appeal therefrom, without first calling some delegate to occupy the chair.

RULE 5. In the event of a vacancy in the office of
President, ~y death, resignation or otherwise, the Convention
shall, by the vote Qf at least forty- tw o delegates, elect a
President to fill such vacancy.
In case of the temporary absence of the President, his
duties shall devolve from day to day upon the Vice-President
present in alphabetical rotation.
RULE 6. In the event of a vacancy in the office of a
Vice-President by death, resignation or otherwise, the Convention shall, by the vote of at least fo r ty-two delegates,
elect a new Vice-Presjdent.
In the case of the temporary absence of all VicePresidents to discharge the duties of their offices, the
Convention shall have the power to designate and appoint
some other delegate to discharge the duties of the office
during such temporary absence.

SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY
RULE 7. The Secretary shall keep a journal of the
proceedings of the Convention and, under the direction of
the President, shall prepare and place on the desk of the
President each day a calendar of the business of the Convention, as provided by these rules.
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RULF: 8. The ~:ecrct.nry shall prcpc.11·~ for printirw.
all rroposals and other documents whir.h are required to
be printed under these rules under the direct.ion of the
Cammi ttee on Accounts a11r! Pd ntin,": and shn 11 sec to j t,
thnt they arc properly and correctly printed.
HllLE 9 . The Secretary shall number · consecuti vcJ y
each proposal of subject matter to be incorporated into
the Constitution when introduced. When a pror,qsal is
introduced by a Committee, the Secretary shall number
such proposal consecutively in a separate series.

RULE 10. The Secretary shall preserve all proposals,
reports of Cammi ttees and all other records, books,
docum9nts and papers of the Convention and after the
adjournment of the Convention shall deliver them to the
Archives Division, Department of Accounting and General
Services, State of Hawaii, or shall make such other disposal of them as the Convention shall direct.
RULE 11. When necessary or required, the Secretary
shall, with the President, certify all official acts and
all vouchers for payment of expenditures of the Convention,
and he shall perform such other duties as are required of
him by thei::;e rules and as from tine to time shall be
required of him by the Convention.
RULE 12. One copy of the final draft of any proposal
or committee report- presented to or prepared by the Conven tion shall be delivered by the Sec r ~tary to th e Archives of
the State of Hawaii.
RULE 13. lie may delegate his duties to the Assistant
Secretary, and other than certification of official acts,
documents and vouchers by the Secretary, he may also delegate his duties to the Chief Clerk.
In the event of a vacancy in the office of Secretary
by death, resignation or otherwise, the Convention shall,
by the vote of at least forty-two delegates, elect a new
Secretary.
In the case of the temporary absence of the Sec retary
to discharge the duties of his office, the Assistant Sec retary shall discharge the duties of the office during such
temporary absence.
In the case of the temporary absence of the Secretary
and Assistant Secretary to discharr;e the duties of the
office, the Convention shall have the power to desi~nate
and appoint some other deler,ate to discharr,e the duties of
the office durinr, such temporary absence.
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OUORW1 l\ND MAJORITY
.iULE 14.
Ttie prc•:;f'nce of al least forty-two cele<Ji.ltes
J
uc• necessary to constitL1le a quorum of the ConvC'nt 1On
" lf·ss<:r nL1111bcr 1,v,y m<:et and adjourn the ConvenlJ.011 from
·'"Y lo day when necessilry and may require the attendance of
.ibs('nt members.
,~h 1J

,,,,,

RULE 15.
A quorum bein<J present, a majority of delegates
prc-scnt shall be sufficient for the adoption or any motion or
r0r.olution or the taking of any action except whcrf' the
,1uinnative vote of a greater number shall be required by
t hr-sc rules.
STANDING COMMITTEES

,<ULE 16.

The Standiny Committees or- the ConvC"ntion

sh,11 I be appointec'l by the Presic'lent unless the Convention

snull otherwise order.
The person first namec'l shall be the chairman, and the
person next named shall be the Vice-Chairman, of the Committee.

Ll1P

'ol

RULE 17.
The Standing Committees of the ~onvention and
11untbcr of members thereof, respectively, shdll be as
LrJ\•IS:

I.

<:Qnunilt <'1' 0n Rill of Rights, Suffra<:3c ,inc'l Elf'ct1011s,
Twenty-t 11ree members.

2.

Commiti r .. on Le<Jislative Powers and Functions,
TWenty- t 11ree members.

J.

Comrnittf'e on Legislative Apportionment anc Districtin~J, 'l'\vcnty-three members.

1.

Comm1t~r·e on Executive, 'I'Wenty-three members.

'j.

Comm1 • ee on ,Tur1iciary, 'I'Wenty-three members.

(.

Commit.lee on T..ixation ana Finance, 'I'Wenty-thrce
mpmh• s.

/.

Conuniltee on Local Govr-rnment, Twenty-three mf'mbers.

1

cl.

Committee on Public Health, Education and Welfare;
Labor dnc'l Industry, Twenty-three members.

•,.

Corruniltf'f' on l\<Jriculturc, Conservation,
Hawaiian Homes, Twenty-three members.

l•l.

Lanc'l and

Commillf'e on Revision, ,\mf'nc1111ent and Other Provisioni;, TWenty-thrf'e mc'111bers.
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12.

~ommi lll'C 011 Sul,m1i;:;1on iln<l Infor rn.,1 ,,111, Sixt,,c-n
nv~ mbcr:; , .ind in ;iddi L t<lll. LJi,, ,Vi (•,,. l' r ,):; 1 dentrc,
Sc!crcta1 y , /\s sisl, int Secrelilr'/ -111cl lli,.: - Chuinnan c;f tl1c
Standing ~om.~iltecs shall be member s e x-officio.
Administrative Slanding Commill ecs

l.

Commitlcc u n /\ccounls ancl P rint.1 n g, fiftee n memL<>r!',

2.

Committ ee on Rul es , Fifteen memben; .

l~\JT,!C: l.fL

Functions of S t anding c _, mmi tte,..i·:

(a)
lt. i;lw.lJ b,~ the d uly o l Lill.· S lu:1UJl1 •J C•Jmmi tt ees
to consider: all matters whi ch m.:iy be rcfcrrec! to them.

F.ach Standing Committee sha ll submit to the Con ve ntion a rep o rt or re por ts, in w riting, s e tting f orth the
re s ults of it s deliberations and its recommendations on
.i ll mi1l.t crs referred to i t , in the same m 1mber aml for m
a s pr:c sct· ibed in th ese rules for p1opos als.
(b)
The Committe e on Style shall exa mine and
correct the proposals which are referred to it for the
purpose of avoiding inaccuracies, rep etit i o ns and incon~; i r;tc•1 1ci<·!. .incl s hall arrange the same in the proper order
in Lhe Cn 11,, t i tut ion and s h a ll rep orl th ereon to the
Convention.
Th e Cornmi t tee shal 1 have the autho1·i ty to rephrase
but shall hi1 ve no authority to change the sen!'le or
purpose of any proposal referred to iL.
Wh ere ,, proposal referred to the Committee appears
.:i ncon siste~t or in conflict with a proposal already acted
o n tavorably by the Co nv e ntion at secon d readi ng, the
Committ ee shall so not ify the Convention and wait upon
its in st c·1, •. ions.
(c )
The Committee on Submission anri Info nnation
s hall con ~idc r and report to the Convention the method
,incl mc1nn •·r: of s ubnittin<J the Revi sed Constitution or
pr(JpO:,hi .irnen<lments to Lhe Constitulion to the people;
s hal 1 pr,,parc and prese nt l.o Llw Convenlion for ils
approv.il the pli1n or method of informi n g lite people oi
the changes in the Cons~itution or the proposed amend ment s to the Constitution; shall prepare and present to
the Convention for it s ilpproval a report to the people
1J11t.lininq the results of Lhe Convcnti-on's work, and
sl1all make such othec n~porl·s af, may be requi red by law
.i11d by l 111 , in:; Ln,c.:l Lon:; of Lt,..-. ('o nv,·•11ti 011.
(d)
The Committee on Rule ~ s hall co nsider and
r~por:t. upon sudi ch.inCJeS in l he r.u 1,,,, of tl.c Conv e ntion
.incl <'11.inqcs in its orgi1niz.itio11 ,7,- s l1,ll 1 he rcfcrr<'d to
11 1, y l] w C"1111v1•11I iPll 110111 I i1111 · 111 I 1111,·.
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(e) The Committee on Accounts and Printinh shall
be in charge of the business affairs of the Convention
and shall supervise all printing for the Convention.
(f} No public hearing shall be had by any Standing Committee except after reasonable notice· is r,i ven
to the Secretary, in writinF,, who sha]l r,jve public
notice thereof.
(g)
public.

All committee meetings shall be open to the

RULE 19. All resolutions for the printing ~fan extra
number of documents shall be referred, as of course, to the
Committee on Accounts and Printing for its report thereon
before final action by the Convention.
RULE 20. All resolutions authorizing or contemplating
the expenditure of money shall be referred, as of course, to
the Committee on Accounts and Printing for its report thereon
before final action by the Convention.
RULE 21. No Committee shall sit during the sessions of
the Convention without special leave.
COJ\'lMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
RULE 22. The Convention may
into a Committee of the Whole for
matter. In forming the Committee
of the Convention shall appoint a

upon motion resolve itself
the consideration of any
of the Whole, the President
chairman to preside.

RULE 23. Upon consideration of the report or proposal
of any standing committee by the Committee of the Whole,
consideration of all matters on the same subject shall be
in order. All amendments made to proposals, reports, resolutions and other matters submitted to the Committee of th;
Whole shall be noted and reported.
RULE 24. The rules of the Convention shall be observed
in the Committee of the Whole so far as they may be applicable except that the Committee of the ','/hole cannot adjourn
the Convention; no question may be laid on the table; the
previous qu8stion shall not be ordered; and the motion to
postpone indefinitely shall not be in order.
RULE 25. Forty-two delegates shall be a quorum for the
Committee of the Whole to do business.
RULE 26. A motion for tne rising of the Committee of
the Whole shall always be in order unless a member of the
Committee is speaking or a vote is being taken, and shall
be decided without debate.
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onDEn OF n u:nlJES .'..: , MC/l'HiiJ~, .
DE COi ll lM J\tJD DE!1AT l-:

RULE 27. At meetin~s of the Convention th e ord rr of
business shall be as follows (except at times set apa rt for
the consideration of spec i al orders):
1.

Calling Convention to order:

2.

Invocation.

3.

Determination of quorum.

4.

Reading of journal.

5.

Presentation of petitions, memoriaJs and
communications.

6.

Reports of standing committees.

7.

Reports of select comm i ~;tees.

a.

Introduction and first readings of proposals.

9.

Reference of proposals.

10.

Motions and resolutions.

11.

Unfinished business.

12.

Special orders of the ~ay.

13.

General orders of the day.

RULE 2a. Consideration of the general orders of the
day shall be in the following order:
1.

Consideration by Committee of the Whole.

2.

Reports of the Comr.,ittee of the Whole.

3.

Committee reports and proposals report ed from
committees.

4.

Sec ond Reading.

5.

Act i on on reports of the Comm i ttee on St yl e,
as to arrangement and phrase olog y only.

6.

Third Readi ng and a greement.

If the matt er is no\ consid ered in i ts order, it shall
lose its precedence for the day, but sha l l ap pear on the
calendar on the followin g day in its re r,ular order. Any
matter may be made a s pe cial order of bu si ne ss f or an y
particular day or t i me by a ma jor ity vo te of t he del er,ates
present.
-31-

RULE 29. Any subject matter having been made the
special order for a particular day, and not having been
reached on that day, shall be upon the order of "Unfinished
Busineso" on the next succeeding Convention day.
RULE 30. Upon calls of the Convention, the nameo of
the delegates shall be called alphabetically.
In case of the aboence of delegates, the delegates
present shall take such measures as they shall deem necessary to secure the presence of absentees.
RULE 31. After a question has been stated by the
President, and the calling of the roll has begun, the
President shall not recognize a delegate for any purpose
whatever until the call is completed; but nothing in this
rule shall abridge the right of any delegate to chan~e or
record his vote on any question previous to the announcement of the result.
RULE 32. The vote upon any question shall be taken by
the ayes and noes and entered on the journal, on motion made
and seconded before the question is put and upon the request
of at least ten delegates.
A delegate may pass the first time his name is called
by the clerk on any vote, but if he remains silent on the
next call of his name, his vote shall be recorded as voting
in the affirmative.
RULE 33. The rules of parliamentary practice comprised
in Robert's Rules of Order, Revised, shall govern in all
cases in which they are not inconsistent with the standing
rules and orders of the Convention.
RULE 34. Any rule of the Convention may be suspended
by a vote of at least two-thirds of the delegates present
or repealed or amended by a vote of at least forty-two
delegates and any repeal or amendment offered shall lie on
the table one day before being voted upon.
RULE 35. When a motion is made it shall be stated bv
the President, or being in writing, it shall be read aloud
before being debated.
RULE J6. A motion may be withdrawn at any time before
decision or amendment.
RULE J7. When a question is under consideration by the
Convention only the following motions shall be received;
which motiono sha11 have precedence in the order stated, viz
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Motion~ to , or for:
1.

Ad journ.

2.

Hece::;s.

Not amendable or

J.

Call of the Co nvention.

debat?h]e except a::;

4.

Lay on the table.

hereinafter pr ovided .

5.

Prev ious question.

6.

Postpone indefinit ely .
debatable.

7,

Postpone to a certa in time.
amendable.

8.

Go into Committee of the Whole.
amenda ble .

9.

Commit (or recommit} to Committee of the v/h ol'e.
Debatab le and amendable.

Not amendabl e , but
Debatable and
Debatable and

10.

Commit (or recommit} to a Standing Committee.
Debatable and amendable.

11.

Commit (or recommit) to a Select Commit tee.
De batable and amendable.

12.

Close debate at a specifie d time.
but ame ndable.

13.

Amend.

Not dchatable

Debatable and amendable.

(Number::; 7 to 12, both inclusive, preclude debate
on main quest ion}.
The moti on to adjourn, to take a recess, and to adjourr:
for a longe r pe ri od than one day, shall alway::; be in order,
and the la::;t motion shall be amendable and debatab le.
Call::; f or information, for reading a paper, fo r divi::;ion
of a divisible question , for division of the house, for the
ayes and noes, and a mo tion for reconsideration shall always
be in order, but shall not be amendable or debatable.
An appeal from the decision of the chair may be taken
at any stage of the proceedings.
Hlll.E Jll. The previous question shall be put in thi::;
form, "Shall the main que,,tion be now put?" It shal l be
admitted when demanded by~ two-third vote of the dele~ates
present, a nd its effect sha ll be, if decided affirmat ive ly
to end debate and br ing the Convention to a vote upon pendinr;
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amendments, if any, to the main question,. and then upon the
main question. All incidental questions of order arising
after a motion is made for the previous question, and pendin~
such motion, shall be decided whether on appeal or otherwise,
without debate.
RULE 39. A motion to reconsider any vote must be made
before the end of the second Convention day after the day on
which the vote proposed to be reconsidered was taken, and by
a delegate who voted in the majority and the same majority
::.hall be re<]uired to adopt a motion to reconsi'der as wa::.
required to take the action to be reconsiderea. ~hen a
motion for reconsideration is decided, that decision shall
not be reconsidered, and no question shall be twice reconsidered; nor shall any vote be reconsidered upon either of
the following motions:
To adjourn.
To lay on the table.
To take from the table; or
For the previous question.
RULE 40. hny delegate may call for the division of a
question which is in its nature divisible. A motion to
strike out and insert shall be deemed indivisible; but a
motion to strike out being lost, shall neither preclude
amendment nor a motion to strike out and insert.
RULE 41. No delegate shall speak more than twice on
one question, or longer than ten minutes the first, or longer
than five minutes the second time, or more than once until
other delegates who have not spoken shall speak if they so
desire, without first obtaining leave of the Convention; and
the mover of the proposition shall have the right to close
the debate, provided that the person in charf,e of a proposal
on third reading and final agreement shall have the right.
if he desires, to close the debate and he may announce such
desire at any time before the taking of the vote on the
question.
RULE 42. No delegate rising to speak shall proceed
until he shall have addressed the President and been recognized by him as entitled to the floor.
RULE 43. While the President is putting a question or
a count is being had no deler,ate shall speak or leave his
place, and while a member isq:ieaking no delegate shall
engage in any private discourse or pass between him and the
chair.
RULE 4h. When a motion to adjourn, or for recess,
shall be carried, no dele~ate or officer shall leave his
place until the adjournment or recess shall be declared by
the President.
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RIJLP, '► 5. A propoc,al may be recalled rrorn a Commit.Lee
by the affirmative vote of twenty-five dele~ates, provided
t ha t the Committee has reported on the subject mattcr of
s uch proposal for passar;e on second readinr;.
RULE 46. Any delegate may.at any time rise ann "~~ak
to a question of personal privile~e.

PROP03ALS, SUBMISSION AND INFORMATIO~
RULE '► 7. Each propo!..al !:ihall receive three scp:irace
r eadinr,s in the Convention previous to being ar;recd upon,
but no proposal shall be read twice on the same day or be
co nsidered on third reading until after at least forty-eight
hours notice of the day upon which it is to be so co~sidered
ha s been given by announcement made in open session.
All proposals may be r ead by their titles but on third
rea d ing all proposals sha l l be read throu~hout. No a~endmen t shall be received to any pr oposal on its third readin~
un less by unanimous consent of the deler,ates present.
All proposals shall, after the first reading, be prinLed
for the use of the members . Printed copies of rroposal,,
shall be used on their second and third read i nr,s.
RULE 48. The regular ord e r to be taken by propoEa ls
sha ll be a s follows:
(a} Introduction, first reading, and prinLinr; of
sufficient copies of ea ch proposal.
( b} Reference to a General Standing Corr.rii:, !:. C8 ti::
the President.
(c) Report by Committee and printing of suf fic i e~ •
copies the;reof.
Four Convention days after the printinr, of said
r eport it shall be placed on the general orders.
(dl
Second reading: Consideration by the Committee of the Whole and by the Convention and action
on amendments offered by delegates.

(e) Reference to the Committee on Style for report
within five Convention days.
(f) Report of the Committee on Style and print.ing
of sufficient copies, if necessary.

(g) Action on report of Committee on Style:
ConEideration and action on amendments as to phras c o1o~y
only; action on the repo r t. as amend ed and r1·l riti 11 ,-,; of
sufficient copies, if necessar y .
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(h)

Third Hca<hng and ar:reemei; ..

(i) Reference to the Commlttee on 3tyln f0r
arranr,ement of sections and article or artic)n~ and
for form.
(j) Report of Committee on Style as to arranr,ement of sections and article or articlns and printin~
of sufficient copies, if necessary.
RULE 49. Any subject m4tter to be incorporated in
Constitution shall be by proposa l. A proposal shall be
introduced by one or more deleeates or by a Committee.

!,ric

RULE 50. Each proposal shall be typewritten on white
paper which is $ 1/2 11 wide and 11" lonF, with one original
copy and seven copies thereof, and shall be dated and sjr,ned
by the introducer or by the Chairman of thn Committee introducing it.
RULE 51.

The caption of each prO?OSHl shall be

Constitutional Convention of Hawaii
of 196$
PROPOSAL
Introduced by

cr-·-

7Name of dele.ga te
Chairman of Con~itten)

RULE 52. Each proposal shall corit.airi a shrirt, t,,t,Je
stating conci~e]y the ~eneral nature of' its subjec· ma~te~.
RULE 53. Each proposal shall be in the form of a
resolution as follows:
"RESOLVED, that the following be ar,recd upon as
(aMendi~f, Article(s) ~--.--..--,.,--,--,,---,-.....,.,.--,- of)
(adding~ new Article to) the State Constitution.
RULE 54. Each proposal shall be delivered to the
Secretary for introduction. The Secretary shall number arid
list all proposals as presented. At each session of the
Convention the Secretary shall read the number and title of
each proposal so delivered to him for introduction, which
shall be taken as the first readine of the proposal and as
the ordering thereof to a second rcadinr,, and the President
shall thereupon iefer it to a General Standin~ Committee.
RULi~ 55. The Pre::,idcnt shall refer C.'.\clt i,roposa)
introd11ced to the appropriate C:ommi ttce. \·.Jl1°re a proposal
embraces subject matter 1-1hich falls within the proper consideration of several Committens, the P~e~ident , where
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practicahle, shall divide the proposal and refer the pa rt s
to the appropriate Committees; but if it is not sub ject to
such division, the President shall refer it to an appropriat e Committee wit h instructions to cons ult with nthe r
Committees on related matters.
Any proposal which does not comply wi th the provisions
of these rules as to form shall be refer~e d to the appropriate Committee as a petition.
RULE 56. A copy of each pro posal introduced shall be
delivered by the Secretary to th e Committee on Accounts and
Printing. The original shall be retained by the Secretary
and one copy shall be delivered to the chairman of the
Committee to wh i ch the proposal has been referred.
Each successive reprint of a proposal differing from
the previous print or reprint of the same proposal, which
is presented to the Convention for considerati on, shall
bear a consecutive redraft number on the top of the first
or title pa ge thereof, as follows:
"Redraft No. 1," or "RD. l"
"Redraft No. 2," or

11

RD. 2" etc.

RULE 57, The Convention may set a date after wh i ch no
proposal shall be introduced, except by a Committee.
RULE 5g, Each General Standin~ Committee may orig inate
and re port without specific reference, a ny Committee proposal, the subject matter of which properly falls withi n the
consideration of such Committee under trese rules.
RULE 59. Each Committee Report rec ommendinr, any matter
for inc orporation in the Constitution shall be accompanied
by a Committee proposal contain ing a complete articl e or
other a ppropriate subdivi sion or group of articles or subdivis ions of the Constitution . Such Committee rroposal need
not be referred to the Commit tee introduc ing the sa me.
RULE 60. Each ame ndment offered to a proposal shall
be in writin~ and del ive r ed to the Sec reta ry and shall be
entered on the journal. A copy of such amendment shall be
delivered by the Secreta ry to the Committee on Accounts and
Printing. The original shall be retained by the Secretary.
One copy shall be delivered to the Chairman of the Committee
to whi ch the proposal concerned has been referred .
RULE 61. Any proposal which has passed its second
reading shall be referred to the Committee on Style fo r
considerati on as pr ovided ~y lhese rules and when reported
hy said Committee shall be subject to consideration and
nmendment as to arranr,ement and phraseolor,y only, a nd, if
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any ~uch amendment be adopted, shall be again referred to
the Committee on '.,tyle for .similar con.sideratj on and report
thereof, and j f .said r:ommittee' s report sha 11 be adopted,
it shall be order.ed to be printed and to third reading.
RULE 62. Proposals which have passed two readinr;s
shall be prepared by the Secretary in proper form for
printing for third reading and when the Secretary receives
from the Committee on Account.sand Printing any proposal
ordered to a third reading and the name shall ~e found
correct, he nhall affix his .signature to each page of the
copy to be used as the official copy.
RULE 6J. On the question of the agreement upon any
proposal on third reading, the vote shall be taken by ayes
and noes and entered on the journal, and no proposal shall
be declared adopted unless at least forty-two delegates to
the Convention shall have voted in favor of the adoption of
the same.
RULE 64. After the Revised Constitution or propqned
amendments to the Constitution have been framed and before
final agreement thereon, the Convention shall refer the sam8
to the Committee on Style for proper form and, if necessary,
for arrangement in proper order in the Constitution and
report thereon, and, upon receipt of the report, the Convention shall by the affirmative vote of at least forty-two
delegates agree upon the final form of the Constitution or
proposed amendments to the Constitution.
RULE 65. The final form of the Revised Con~titution
or proposed amendments to the Constitution as ar,reeu upon
by the Convention shall be referred to the Committee on
Submission and Information. Such Committee shall consider
and report to the Convention recommendini:; the method and
manner of .submitting them to the people in accordance with
law, and .shall give nuch notices and make such rerorts as
may be required by law and the inntruction.s of the Convention. The manner of submission to the people of the final
form of the Revi.sed Constitution or proposed amendments to
the Consti t1Jt"ion nhall be agreed upon by resolution of the
Convention hy the affirmative vote of at least forty-two
delegates.
RULE 66. When the Convention shall have agreed upon
the final form of the Revised Constitution or proposed amendments to the Constitution and the manner of submission to
the people according to law, the original thereof shall be
prepared and signed by the President and Secretary and by
the concurring delegates desiring to do so. Fhotontatic
copies thereof (~hite prints) shall be prepared and then be
certified by the President and Secretary of the Convention
and delivered to the Governor, each delegate, each Ilouse ""
the Le~islature and to any other officers desi~nated by law
or the instructions of the Convention.
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CHAPTER IV

ILLINOIS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

1970

CONVENTION RULES
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DRAF'T OF CONVENTION RULES
1969 ILLINOIS CONSTITUT I ONAL CONVENTION

Chapter 1.

Rule 1 .
A

General Provisi~ns

Quorum and Major ity
majority 0£ members, a s hereinafter defined, shall

cons titute a quorum for the trans a c t io n of business, but a
s mal ler nurilier may adjourn the Convention from day to d a y
a nd may also compel the attendance o f absent nembers by the
means approved by a majority, but not less than 12, of t he
members present and voting.

A major ity of members r.1ay pre-

s cribe penalties for the nonatten dan c e of membe r s.
~~en a quorum is obtained, the affirnative vote o f a
majority of the members present and votina is sufficient for
t he adoption of any P1otion or r eso lu ti on or the taking of
a ny a c tion, except in those cases where the affirmative vote
o f a different number is req,.1ired by these rules.
The term "majority of nembers", unless otherwise speci-

fi ed , means

t1

!Tlajority of the number of nembers e1,,ctect ,rn0

f or which no vacancy exists by resiqnation, expulsion unde,
Ru le 60 or death.

. -· '' - ,, - 4 0-

-2admitted to the floor of the Convention during the session.
The phras e "floor of the Convention" means the room or
chamber where the Convention sits in session, excluding
the space designated for visitors and for the press.

Rule 3.

Bar of the Convention - Defined

Any member, having answered the roll call at the opening
of any session of the Convention or of a committee meeting,
or having entered upon the floor of the Convention or committee room after roll call, shall thereafter remain within
the bar of the Convention unless excused by the president
of the Convention or by the committee chairman.

The phrase

"within the bar of the Convention" means the space occupied
or used by the Conve~tion or by any committee conducting
the business of the Convention.

Rule 4.

Seat of the Convention

The initial seat of the Convention is the hall of the
House of Representatives in the state capitol building in
the City of Springfield, Illinois.

Sessions of the Conven-

tion and of the Committee of the Whole may be held at any
other place in the state when authorized by the Convention.
Hearings of the standing committees of the Convention may be
held throughout the state as provided in Rule 25 of these
rules.
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Rule 5.

Meetings of the Convention

All meetings of the Convention shall be open to the
public and the news media.

Rule 6.

Assignment of Seats

The permanent seats of the members shall be assigned
by the president in the following order:

alphabetically,

from right to left, while facing the chair and from the
front to the rear.

Variations in this seating may be

authorized by the president for the officers of the Convention.

The same alphabetical procedure shall be followed

for seating the members in sessions held at locations other
than the seat of the Convention.
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, ,e 1...onv12ntion
'~'hr

,.... rman~n.

off .cers of the Ccnve!'ltion shall be a pres::.-

.Jn:,s _:_._ti'c ~· - of coequal power and comnensation,

!:-'<2n-.,....

·cit:::,

l.""f PLJ.IJJ -i.

salary

/\er

~

rn_

76-4fi.

and d

,•:, exceed those establisheu "-'Y Section 8
The

secretary shall recPive no addi tiona.l

Each perr"1anent officer shall be a member and shall be

. .:ected 0y ~:he C,_)qvcr-·.:ion by a majori t.·1 of the votes cast.
?t,lc 8

Dnt ie~· of

th<"' I'res ident

Tf'e president shall be the prf?siding officer and chief

executive officer of the Convention.

He shall preside at

sessions of the Convention and of the Committee of the Whole ,
and exu c..i..se the u~ua:,_ powers and perform the usual duties of
presirlin

officer.

he

shall preserve order and decorum.

d

He may

speak to points oi order and, subiect to an appeal to the Convention or to the Cornmi ttee of the \mole, shall decide points of
order.
He snall cause to be prepared and furnished to each member

a dai l:; .:-r1J e·1dar r1n.d agenda of business :!:or ea.ch se.s.s ion of t.:rie

Convention.
Together with the secretary of the Convention, he shall
authenticate by siqnature all proposals, resolutions, or other
formal acts adopted by the Convention.
He shall, within 30 days after his election, prepare a
budget and submit it to the Conven~ion for its approval.
No later than the 15th day of each month he shall submit to the
Convent1ou a report of the expendi ures of the Convention for the
precedinq cu~tndar month.
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.J.2..

s ervi ces.

Be shall have general charge and superv~sior ~ver thP
e xec ut ive, rPsear ch, and clecical staff

and a~l (~her ~mp~

o f the Convention.
He Mny vote in all elections, on hll div1sic~
by

called .. ,.,_

any rnember, anu on all questio ns taken by ;:iyes and nays,

i nc ludi ng appeals from his decisions , except that the presider'',
may not vote twice, one(

to cause a t ie vote and then again ro

b reak it:.
He may designate any member to preside over the Convent.on

i n c ase of his absence or temporary disability for not more than
2 consecutive convention days.

Ru l e 9.

Duties of the Vice Presidents

The vice presidents ~,ha 11 carnr out such powers and cl.ut.Jes cs
are ass igned by the presiden~.

If tt'2 presiden1.: :i • tempora.r·

'1

v

abs ent o-.:: tenporari.l.y unable to preside :).nd has not:. designa ~e•,

1Jre si derit. ts tem 1_.c;.rar.LlY d1,sen""

-~ff

, :

~abled for rn,,) e than 2 con-

ve n tion days, one of the vice presidepts shall be

Convent ion to exercise
pres ide::\':.

thE!

·elected ~Y the

powers and perform the -juties of +-.h€

'T'he Secret2ry shall preside ... emporari ·.., l•'hile s·~c1"

se le cti•.:m i·· rnade.

Rule 10.

.:.JC

11
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them to be taken out of his custodv except in the reqular course
of the business of the Convention.
He shall c ertify and deliver to the Secrctarv of State
the rev isions or alteration of or amen dments to the constitution
as approved by the Conventi on for submission to the electorate.
He shall cause to be kept and furnish to each member a
printed journal of the proceedings of the Convent ion for the
previous day which, when approved by the Convention, shall be
the official journal of the Convention.

He shall also cause

to be kept and to be submitted to the Convention for approval
a verbat im record of the proceedings of sessions of the Convention
and meetings of the Committee of the Whole.
He shall have such other duties as stipulated in these
rules, but, after consultation with the president, he may
delegate part of his dutie s to the executive director, or
another employee designated by the president.

He may not,

however, delegate the duty of certifying the revision or alteration of or amendment to the constitution approved by the Convention
for submission to the electorate.

Rule 11. Vacancies
If a permanent vacancy occurs in the office of president,
the secretary shall temporarily preside until the Convention
eler~s a president to fill the office in the same manner in
which the officer was first elected.
If a permanent vacancy occurs in the office of any of the vice
presidents or in the office of the secretary, the president shall
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-7appoint a meMber to exercise the powers of that vacant office
until the Convention fills the vacancy in the sarn~ manner in
which the officer was first elected.

~ule 12.

Emnloyees cf the Convention

There shall be an execu tive director of the Convention,
a nd such other employees as may be necessary for the effective
operation of the Convention, all of who,
the president.

shall be appointed by

All employees shall be persons who are not members

and their compensation shall be fixed in such manner as may be
determined by resolution of the Convention.

Rule 13.

Duties of the Executive Director

The executive director shall be primarily resoonsible for
the administration of the Convention, under the authority and
supervision of the president.

In this capacitv he shall be

responsible for the emoloyment, assignment and direction of
all personnel, the supervision of the payroll, and he shall
be j~rector of the Convention's budget.

He shall also supervise

the acquisition and care of the facilities, services and supplies
needed by the Convention.

He shall have such other duties and

responsibilities as may be delegated to him by the president
or the secretary of the Convention.
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Chapter III.

Rule ~4.

Committees

Substantive Standing Committees

The substancive standing committees of the Convention
and the initial number of members thereof, exclusive of those
ex officio, respectively, shall be as follows:
1.

Committee on Bill of Righ t s, 15 members .

2.

Committee on the Legislature, 11 members.

3.

Commit t ee on the Executive, 11 members.

4.

Committee on the Judiciary, 11 members.

5.

Committee on Revenu e and Finance , 18 members.

6.

Committee on Suf frage and Constitutional Amendment,
9 members.

7.

Committee on Local Government, 15 members.

8.

Committee on Education, 11 members.

9.

Committee on General Government, 11 members.

The president shall be, ex officio, a member of all
substantive standing committees, but shall have no vote and
shall not be counte d for the purpose of deterrning a quorum.
Each vice president shall be, ex officio, a member of those substantive standing committees to which he is assigned by the
president, but shall have no vote and shall not be counted for
the purpose of determinin g a quorum.

Rule 15.

Procedural Standing Committees

The procedural standi ng committees of the Convention shall
be as follows:
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1.

Committee on Rules and Credentials;

2.

Committee on Style, Drafting and Submission;

3.

Committee on Public Information.

The Committee on Rules and Credentials shall consist of
11 members and the president and the 3 vice presidents of the

Convention.

The president shall be chairman of the Committee

on Rules and Credentials.

The Committee on Style, Drafting

and Submission shall consist of at least one member from each
substantive standing committee, and the president and the 3
vice presidents of the Convention.

The Chairman of the Com-

mittee on Style, Drafting and Submission may be excused by
the President from work in the substantive committee to which
he is assigned.

The Committee on Public Information shall

consist of such members as the president may designate and
the president and such of the vice presidents as he may
designate .

Rule 16.

Select Committees

The president may on his own initiative or at the direction
of the Convention appoint such select committees as may be necessary to perform special functions.

Rule 17.

Appointment of Committee Members

The president, after consultation with the vice presidents,
shall appoint the committee members, but any appointment, on
announceMent thereof, may be rejected by a majority of the
-48-

-10-

f.it:::H\Lcr

Of t.i1c

-'--

such announcemen~.

u.,

on the £ irs

e -;s .Lon

t1ay

f 0..1..1.01,, ..... Cl

Each member, except the president and

the 3 vice presidents shall be appointed to serve on one
substantive standing committee.

Rule 18.

Appointment of Committee Chairmen and Vice Chairmen

Except as otherwise provided in Rule 15, the president,
after consultation with the vice presidents, shall designate
the chairman and vice chairman of every committee, and his
designees shall be subject to the approval by a majority of
the members of the Convention.

In case of a vacancy or the

prolonged absence of the chairman and vice chairman, the
president of the Convention shall appoint a chairman to act
until the chairman or vice chairman shall return.

Rule 19.

Quorum and Rules of Committees

A majority of any committee constitutes a quorum, but
the question of the presence of a quo r um of a committee may
not be raised on the consideration of a proposal before the
Convention, unless the question has been raised before the
committee.

The rules of the Convention shall be observed in

all standing committees as far as may be applicable, and, if
applicable, may not be suspended.

Rule 20.

Calling of Committees and Agenda

Each committee shall meet ac the call of its chairman,
who shall also set its agenda.
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Any 3 members of a committee
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may in writing request the chairman to call a meeting of that
committee, and upon his failure to do so within 48 hours not
including Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, a majority
of the members of the committee shall have the right to call
a meeting of the committee and set its agenda and place of
meeting under the appropriate notice requirements.

Ea c h pro-

posal referred to a committee must appear on the committee's
agenda at least once, but the corn.~ittee shall not be required
to report to the Convention thereon except as provided in

Rule 26.

Rule 21.

Notice of Committee Meetings and Hearings

No committee meetings o~ hearings may be held unless
notice thereof is posted in the following manner:

The secretary

of the Convention shall be furnished an original and 2 copies
of a written notice, signed by the chairman or members of the
committee calling the meeting.

The notice shall state the

date, hour, and the place of the proposed meeting and the
proposal number or subject matter to be considered.

The secre-

tary shall post one copy thereof on a designated bulletin
board with an endorsement thereon by time stamp of the exact
hour and date of the posting, which may not be less than 48
hours before the time of the meeting.
shall be retained by the secretary.

The original notice
The other copy shall be

returned to the chairman of the committee with the endorsement
of the secretary.

The secretary shall mail or deliver a copy

of the notice to all members of the committee and to all members
of the Convention who have introduced proposals on the subject
matter to be considered.
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Rule 22.

Sitting of Committees During Ses si o n s of the Convention

No committee shall sit during the sessions of the Conven t ion
or of the Committee of the Whole, without having first obtai ne d
speci a l leave o f the Convention.

Rule 23.

Subcommittees

A com.~ittee, by the affirmative vote of a majority of its
members, may provide for the appointment by the committee c h ai rma n
of subcommittees composed of members of the committee.

Rep orts

of subcommittees shall be considered by the entire committee
before the committee recommends any action thereon by the Convention.

All rules applicable to committees shall be applicable

to subcommittees.

Rule 2 4 .

Repor t of Committee s

The affirmative vote of a majority of the members of a
committee shall be necessary to report a proposal out of a
committee.

A committee by a majority of its members may submit

alternative proposals to the Convention and may report proposals
with or without a recommendation for action.

The r e po rt of a

minority of at least 3 of the members of any committee s h a ll

be received, printed in the s ame manner as the maj ority report,
and treated as an amendment or substitute offere d to or for
the repo r t of the committee if offe red as such on the floo r.
All proposals reported by a committee to the Conven tion
shal l be r e ported as committee proposals and shall be re ferred
to the Committee of the Whole.
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Rule 25.

Committee Meetings and Hearings

All committee and subcommittee meetings and hearings shall

be open to the public and the news media.

Committees and sub-

committees shall hold meetings at which action may be taken on
proposals in the city of Springfield or any other place which
may be temporarily the seat of the Convention, and, upon the
affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the commit~ee
and after consultation with and approval by the president, may
hold hearings at any other place in the State.

Committees and

subcommittees may ta~e testimony under oath or affirmation.

The

chairman of a committee or subcommittee may request the president
of the convention to subpoena documents and witnesses.

A witness

shall have the right to be represented by counsel of his own
choosing.

A recorded roll call vote on any matter on the agenda

of a committee and on which a vote is to be taken shall be taken
on demand of any member of the committee.

A committee, after

consultation with and approval by the president, may direct
that a verbatim record be kept of any portion of its proceedings.

Committees may meet jointly with the consent of their
respective chairmen.

Rule 26.

Consideration of Proposals Without Committee
Recommendation

After one day's notice the Convention, on motion passed
by the affirmative vote of a majority of members, may require
a committee to return, with or without a recommendation, any
proposa l referred to the committee.
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Chapter IV.

Rule 27.

Committee of the Whole

General Orders of the Day

All proposals reported by any committee of the Convention
shall be referred to the Committee of the Whole and become general
orders to be placed upon the calendar and agenda of the Com.."Yti.ttee
of the Whole by the President.

No committee proposal shall be

considered by the Committee of the Whole until the third day after
it has been referred to the Corn.~ittee of the Whole nor until the
day after the printed proposal has been placed on the members'
desks, unless the Convention, agrees to its earlier consideration.

Rule 28.

Considerat.ion of Proposals

When the Convention reaches consideration of the General
Orders of the Day, it shall then sit as the Committee of the Whole
to consider such orders, or to consider a particular order designated
by the Convention by the affirmative vote of a majority of those present and voting .

No business shall be in or der until all pending

General Orders of the Day have been considered or passed over, or the
Committee of the Whole has risen.

Unless a particular proposal has

been specially designated by a majority of those present and voting
or by the president for consideration out of turn, the Committee
of the Whole shall consider, act upon, or pass over the General
Orders of the Day in the order in which they were referred to
the Com.--n.ittee of the Whole.

Rule 29.

Reading1 Debater Amendment

In the Committee of the Whole, propos~ls shall, at the request
of any member, be read by the clerk before being deb~ted or acted
- 53 -

-15-

upon.

All amendments shall be entered on separate paper and

stated to the members by the presiding officer.

Rule 30.

Motion that Committee cf the Whole Rise

A motion that the Committee of the Whole rise shall always
be in order unless a member of the Committee is speaking or a
vote is being taken, and such motion shall be decided without
debate by the vote of a majority of those present and voting.

Rule 31.

Reconsideration

A motion to reconsider shall be in order in the Committee
of the Whole and may be presented no later than the next session
day of the Committee of the Whole following the session at which
the action to be reconsidered was taken.

Rule 32.

Application of Convention Rules

The rules of the Convention shall be observed in the Committee
of the Whole so far as they may be applicable except that:

the

Committee of the Whole cannot adjourn the Convention: the previous
question shall not be ordered: the vote of a majority of members is
necessary to approve a proposal and refer it to the Committee on
Style, Drafting and Submission: the Com.~ittee may re-refer any proposal back to the substantive committee from which it came or may
refer it to any other substantive committee: and a motion to postpone indefinitely or a motion to table or for a Call of the Convention shall not be in order.

A member may speak more than once

in the Committee of the Whole.

A verbatim journal of its pro-

ceedings and a transcript of its debates shall be kept by the
Committee of the Whole

0
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Chapter V.

Rule 33.

Transaction of Business

Order of Business

The order of business of the Convention shall be as follows:
1.

Call to order and preliminary matters.

2.

Invocation.

3.

Roll call.

4.

Reading of Journal.

5.

Reports of standing committees.

6.

Reports of select committees.

7.

Corn.~unications.

8.

Introduction and first consideration and reference of
proposals.

9.

Second and final consideration of proposals.

10.

Motions and resolutions.

11.

Unfinished business.

12.

General orders of the day.

Rule 34.

Roll Call

The secretary shall call the roll at the opening of each session
of the Convention and the president shall announce whether a quorum
is present.

The president shall announce, and the secretary shall

enter in the Journal, the names of the members absent with leave of
the Convention, and the names of me~~ers absent without such leave.
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If a voting machine is provided, vote by machine shall be taken ~henever a roll call or a vote by ayes and nays is directed by or in accordance with these rules.

Rule 35. Petitions; Printing in Journal
No memorial, remonstrance, or petition shall be read or be
printed in full in the Journal unless ordered read or printed ~y the
Convention.

Rule 36. Motions and Resolutions
When a motion is made, it shall be stated to the Convention by
the president; or, if in writing, it shall be handed to the secretary
and read aloud to the Convention before being debated.
Every resolution, other than a proposal, shall be submitted in
quintuplicate and shall be referred to the appropriate committee.
If the rules are suspended to permit immediate consideration of a
resolution, the resolution shall be read in full to the Convention
before it is considered.

Rule 37. Reduced to Writing
Every motion or amendment shall be reduced to writing if the
president or any 10 members request it, and shall be entered upon
the Journal, together with the name of the member making it, unless
the motion is withdrawn by the maker or is ruled out of order by
the president.
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Rule 38.

Withdrawal of Motions

After a motion has been stated by the president or read by the
secretary, it shall be deemed to be in the possession of the Convention, but it may be withd rawn by the member at any time before being
amended or put to vote.

Rule 39.

Privileged Motions

When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received
except-1.

To amend the calendar and agenda.

2.

To fix the ~ime to which to adjourn.

3.

To adjourn.

4.

To take a recess.

s.

To reconsider.

6.

To call for the Orders of the Day.

7.

To lay on the table.

a.

For a Call of the Convention.

9.

To move the previous question .

10.

To limit debate.

11.

To postpone to a day certain.

12.

To commit.

13.

To amend.

14.

To postpone indefinitely.

The motions listed in this rule shall take precedence in the
order which they stand arranged.

All of them shall be decided by
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the affirmative vote of a majority of those present and voting,
except that a motion for the previous question requires the affirmative vote of 2/3 of those present and voting and a motion to postpone indefinitely requires the affirmative vote of a majority of
members and a motion to limit debate requires the vote prescribed
in Rule 53.

When a recess is taken while a question is pending,

consideration of such question shall be resumed when the Convention
reassembles, unless it determines otherwise.

No motion to postpone

to a day certain, or to commit, having been decided by the Convention,
shall again be in order on the same day or at the same stage of the
question.

Whenever a proposal is being considered and a motion is

then made, either to postpone indefinitely or to commit, amendments
to the pending proposal shall first be in order before any vote is
taken on any such motion.

Rule 40.

Motions not Debatable

A motion to adjourn is always in order except when a motion to
fix the time to which to adjourn, or a motion to amend the calendar
and agenda, is pending.

A motion to adjourn, a motion to lay on the

table, a motion for recess pending the consideration of other business
and all matters relating to questions of order, shall be decided without debate.
Rule 41.

Order of Putting Questions

All questions shall be put in the order in which they are moved,
except in the case of privileged motions.
Rule 42.

Amendment must be Germane

No motion or proposition relating to a subject different from
-58-
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that under consideration shall be admitted under color of an amendment or substitute.

Rule 43.

Division of Question

Any me~ber may call for a division of the question, which shall
be divided if it includes propositions which are so distinct in substance that wh en one is removed or deferred, a substantive proposition remains for the decision of the Convention.

A motion to strike

out and insert shall not be subject to division within the meaning
of this rule.

Rule 44.

Previous Question

The method of ordering the pre ~ious question shall be as follows:

Any member may move the previous qu !tion and, unless otherwise stated,
the motion shall apply to the immediately pending question only.

When

such motion is seconded, the presiding officer shall put the question,
"Shall the main question now be put? "

This shall be ordered only by the

affirmative vote of 2/3 o f the members present and voting.

After the

seconding of a motion for the previous question and prior to the ordering of the same, a Call of the Convention may be moved and ordere d, but
after orderi ng the previous question nothing shall be in order prior
to the decision of the pending question or questions, except demands
for the ayes and nays, points of order, appeals from the decision of
the Chair, and a motion to adjourn or to take a recess, all of which
shall be decided without debate.

The effect of ordering the previous
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question is to put an end to all debate and bring the Convention to
a direct vote upon the i~mediately pending question, and such other
pending questions as were specified in the motion in their order
down to and including the main question; provided, however, that
when the previous question is ordered, amendments then on the
secretary's desk shall be acted upon.

When a motion to reconsider

has been taken under the previous question and decided in the affirmative, the fact that the previous question had been ordered shall
have no operation or effect with respect to the question for which
reconsideration has been ordered.

If the Convention refuses

to order the previous question, 'it shall resume consideration of the
pending subject as though no motion for the previous question had
been made.
Rule 45.

Motion for Reconsideration

Any member who voted on the prevailing side may move for a
reconsideration of any question at the same session day of the
Convention or may give notice that he will make such a motion not
later than the next succeeding session day.

If the member who gave

the notice does not make the motion at the next succeeding session
day, any member may do so.

The Committee on Style, Drafting

and Submission may r.~ove for reconsideration on any subsequent day if
one session day's notice of its intention to do so is given in writing
to the secretary and entered upon the Journal.

A motion to reconsider

shall take precedence over all other questions, except a motion to
amend the ·calendar and agenda, a motion to fix the time to which to
adjourn, a motion to adjourn and a motion to recess.
consider shall not be renewed on the same day.
-60-
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Rule 46.

Ordering Calls of the Convention

Calls of t~e Convention may be ordered upon motion by the
affirmative vote of a majority of the members present and voting,
but the total vote in favor of such Call shall not be less than 12.

Rule 47.

Procedure on Call of Convention

After a Call of the Convention is ordered the doors shall be
closed and the members shall not be permitted to leave the floor of
the Convention without permiss ion of the president or the Convention.
The sergeant at arms shall notify all members within the bar of the
Convention of the Call.
and the absentees noted.

The rol l of the Convention shall be called
The sergeant at arms may, upon motion, be

dispatched after the absente es.

In such case , a list of the absentees

shall be furnished by th e secretary to the sergeant at arms, who
shall bring such absentees to the floor of the Convention with all
possible speed.

In case the sergeant at arms requires assistance in

addition to the regularly appointed assistant sergeants at arms of the
Convention, the presi ent, upon motion, may deputize as a special
assistant sergeant at arms any person properly qualified.

The Con-

vention may proceed to business under a Call of the Convention pending
the arrival of any absentees.

Rule 48.

Proposals; Introduction

Any suggestion, proposition or draft intended to become a part
of any revised constitution or amendment or alteration of the existing
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constitution, or schedule to be attached thereto, or recoromendation
for no change therein, shall be called a proposal.

A proposal

introduced by a reember shall be designated a member proposal and
a proposal submitted by a committee shall be designated a committee
proposal.

A member proposal shall be endorsed by the member or

members introducing it and a committee proposal shall be presented
by the chairman of the committee submitting it.

No member proposal

may be introduced later than March 3, 1970.
Each proposal shall be introduced or submitted in quadruplicate.
All proposals must be typed, double spaced on 8 1/2 x 14 inch paper
in a type face with excellent reproduction qualities.

A margin of

one inch on the left and right side and at the top and bottom shall
be preserved.

The lines on each page shall be numbered consecutively

from top to bottom at the left margin, and the left typing margin
shall be two spaces to the right of the line numbers.

Pages com-

mencing with page 2 shall be numbered at the top center of the page.
Each proposal shall have a cover page on which shall be placed the
numerical designation of the proposal, a synopsis of the proposal,
the name of the proposer and the date offered and the words:
proposed.

The proposals shall be reproduced.

Be it

The original of all

proposals shall remain in the custody of the Convention.

The

secretary shall, as soon as any proposal is reproduced, place it on
the desks of the members.
All proposals must be approved as to form by some person or
agency designated by the president before being introduced or submitted
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When a mamber proposal is introduced it shall be referred by the
president to the proper standing committee, except when he refers
it to the Committee on Rules and Credentials to determine whether
its content is on the appropriate order of business. By vote of at
least one-third of the merr~ers of the Committee on Rules and
Credentials any proposal shall be referred to a standing committee.
A proposal submitted by a standing committee shall be placed on the
General Orders.
Rule 49.

Order of Consideration of Proposals

The prescribed order in which proposals introduced in the Convention are to be taken up or acted upon shall be as follows:
1.

Introduction, first consideration , reference to a
corrir:tittee by the president, and ordered printed
and distributed unless otherwise ordered by a
majority of the members present.

2.

Report of the com.'lti.ttee and placing on the General
Orders.

3.

Consideration by the Committee of the Whole in order of
their reference unless otherwise provided under Rule 28.

4.

Report by the Committee of the Whole and reference to
tiie Committee on Style, Drafting and Submission.

5.

Report of the Committee on Style, Drafting and Submission.

6.

Second consideration, final passage of each proposal.

7.

Re-reference to the Committee on Drafting, Style and
Submission for incorporation in final draft.

8.

Report by the Com.~ittee on Style, Drafting and Submission
of any complete revision of, or proposed amendment to,
the Constitution.
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9.

Tentative adoption of any complete revision of, or proposed
amendment to, the Constitution.

10.

Third consideration and final passage of any complete
revision of, or proposed amendment to, the Constitution.

Rule SO.

Majority Vote on Proposals

On the final passage of every proposal, section, article and
of any complete revision of or amendment to the Constitution, the
vote shall be taken by ayes and nays and entered on the Journal
and no proposal, section, article, or any such amendment or complete revision, shall be declared finally passed unless a majority
of

members have voted in favor of the passage of the same.

Rule 51.

Calendar and Agenda

The president shall cause to be prepared a calendar and agenda
for each session of the Convention.

The calendar shall be furnished

to the secretary, who shall distribute it to the members at least
6 hours before the time set for the next session of the Convention,
unless the president waives the time requirement prescribed in this
rule as necessary to the orderly or expeditious conduct of the
business of the Convention.

The Convention, at any time or from time

to time during a session, may adopt, reject or modify the daily
calendar and agenda presented to it.

Rule 52.

Unfinished Special Orders

Any subject matter which has been made a special order for a
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particular day, but which is not reached on that day, shall then
come up for considerati on under the order of "Unfinished Business"
at the next succeeding s ession of the Convention .

Rule 53.

Limitation on Debate and Control of Dilatory Procedure

The Convention by the affirmative vote of a majority of members
may limit the time of debate on any matter before the Convention and

may designate a method of allocating among rr~mbers the period allowed
for debate, provided that any member who shall not have had an opportuni t y to speak on the pending matter prior to the completion of
debate which has been limited in accordance with this Rule shall
be entitled, upon reques t, notwithstanding such limit, to speak for
not rrore than 5 minutes.
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Rule 54.

Members

Conduct in Debate.

When any member is about to speak in debate or to present

any matter to the Convention, he shall rise from his seat, and
address himself to "Mr. President;" he shall not speak until
recognized a.,d when recognized he shall confine himself to the
question under consideration and avoid personalities.

A member

may not use offensive language during debate.

Rule 55.

Members Called to Order

The president or any member may challenge any other member
who, in speaking, violates tpe rules of the Convention.

Upon

such challenge, the president may order the speaker to sit down.
The president's order to sit down, or the failure of the presiden1
to order the speaker to sit down, may be appealed.

Rule 56.

Contest of Elections

A question of the election, returns or qualifications of
a.ny member shall be referred to the Committee on Rules and
Credentials for investigation and report.

The affirmative vote

of a majority of members is required for the adoption of the
report of the Committee on Rules and Credentials on any election
contest.
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Rule 57.

Dissent of Members

Any 2 or more members shall have the liberty to dissent
from and protest in respectful language against any action or
resolution relating to the Convention which they think injurious
to the public or to any individual and have the reasons for their
dissent entered upon the Journal.

Rule 58.

Times and Length a Member May Speak

No member shall speak longer than 10 minutes at any one time,
nor more than once on the same question, except by leave of the
Convention; except that the person handling a proposal shall
have the righ t to speak no longe r than 5 minutes to close debate,
even if the previous question has been ordered and even if he has
spoken once before on the issue.

Also any member shall have 3

minutes to explain his vote on any roll call vote on proposals
or amendments to proposals any time prior to the announcement of
the vote on the quest ion.

Rule 59.

Absence of Member

No member shall absent himself from the sessions of the
Convention unless he have leave or be sick, or his absence be
unavoidable.

Rule 60.

Disrespectful or Contemptuous Behavior of Members

The Convention may, by a vote of 2/3 of the members elected
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and serving, hold a person guilty of disrespectful or
contemptuous behavior in its presence.
If any member is hel d guilty of disrespectful or contempt·1ous
b ehavior in the presence of the Convention, he may be deprived
of his co~mit tee assignments, denied speaking privileges, and
denied secretarial and staff aid, or suspended or expelled.
Such penalties and the duration thereof must be encompassed in
the motion holding guilty.

Rule 61.

Constitutional Convention Lobbyist Registration Act

Persons subject to the Constitutional Convention Lobbyist
Registration Act must comply with the provisions of that Act.

11:·1E fi2.

Disclosure of Personal Interest
Any member who has a significant personal or private
in terest, economic or otherwise, in a matter before
t he Convention shall disclose this i nterest to the
Convention.
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RU LE 62A-- Discl osur es of Pe r sona l eco nom ic 1nte r e st s
Reco:r.rnended fo r in cl us ion i n Rules of t 11e
Sixth Illinois Constitutional Conventio n
by t he Committee on Rules and Cr eden t ial s
Rule 62A.

Each member shall file a Statement of I nt e rest, as of December 8,

1969, on a form prescribed by the Rules Cormnittee with the Secretary of the
Convention on or before February 1, 1970.

The Statement shall include :

(1) A list of beneficial economic interests held directly

or indirectly by the member or by members of his immediate family (spouse and minor children living with
him) whether in the form of stocks, bonds, realty, equity
or creditor interests in proprietorships or partnerships,
or otherwise.

Exempted from disclosure are:

(a) inter-

ests in the form of accounts in banks and savings and
loan associations and, (b) equity interests valued at
less than $5,000 and representing less than 5% of the total
equity interest in the entity:
(2) A list of every remunerative office, directorship and
salaried employment of the member making the disclosure
and of members of his immediate family (spouse and minor
children living with him) in any entity; however, offices,
directorships and salaried employments in political,
religious, charitable and educational entities need not be
reported, if compensation of less than $1,000 per year is
being received;
(3) A list of debts or other economic interests which could
create serious conflicts of interest.
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Page 2 of

Rule 62A

Any material changes of interest as described above subsequent to December 8,
1969 shall be reported within 30 days after the occurrence of such change.
The values or amounts of any interest, compensation, or thing of value required to be reported need not be disclosed.

Any person or entity required

to be reported shall be identified by the type of economic activity in which
it engages and if it is the agent or representative for another, that person
or entity's type of economic activity.

The Statement shall be signed, dated,

sworn, and notarized, All such Statements shall be on file with the Secretary
of the Convention and open to public inspection.

Failure to file, or to

knowingly file a false Statement dulv found by the Convention, is disrespectful
and contemptuous behavior in the presence of the Convention.
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Rule

o4.

Pres·entation and Endorsement of Petitions

Petitions received by an officer of the Convention o r by
any member may be initialed by the recipient, a nd referred to the
delegates from the district from which the pe tition came.

Ru.le 65.

Put t..::..r g the Oues tion

The president shall put all questions substantially in th i s
form:

"As many as are in favor of

(as the quest ion may be) say

'ayev~n and a:ter the affirr:-.ative vote is expres sed, "as many as
are opposed say 'no!.•

If the president is in doubt as to the

vote, he may order a division or roll call of the Convent ion.
A division of the Convention may be had upon the demand of
5 memners.

When a division of the Convention is ordered the

president shall declare the result.
A roll call may be had upon the demand of 10 member s .
On a tie vote the question shall be determined as lost .

nu.le 66.

Recogn1.t 1.on durinq Roll Call

After a auestion has Deen stated by the president, and the
call of the roll has been started, the president shall not r ecognize a member for any purpose ehcept upon points of order, or
-71-

the purpose: of explaining his vote un a p roposal or amendment:
thereto, until after the announcement of the vote.

The secretary

sh3ll enter upon the Journal the names of those voting "aye" ancl
~e names of those voting "no.''

Rule 67.

Roll Call

At the roll call to be taken at the opening o f each session
and upon Calls of the Convention, the names of the members shall

be called alphabetically or the voting machine shall be used, if
provided, and the absentees noted, after which the names of thE
absentees shall be called.

Rule 68.

Amendment or Suspension of Rules

These rules may be amended by the affirmative vote of a
majority of members after the proposed ame ndment has been
submitted in writing, has been considered by the Committee on
Rules, and has been in the possession of the members not less
than two session days prior to its consideration.

The Committee

on Rules may be discharged from further consideration of any
proposed amendment upon the same notice and by the same vote
as is provided in Rule 26 for proposals.

One or more rules

may be suspended for a specified purpose by the affirmative
vote of 2/3 of the members present or a majority of all members
of the Convention, whichever constitutes the lesser number.
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Rule 69.

Appeals -- Form of· Que·stion

On all appeals from decisions of the Chair, the question
shall be "Shall the appeal be sustained?"

A favorable vote of a

majority of the members present and voting shall sustain the
appeal.

The presiding officer may cast his vote on an appeal

from his decision, and he shall have the right to explain his
decision.

Rule 70.

Robert's Rules of Order

In all cases not covered by these rules the controlling
parliamentary authority shall be the latest edition of Robert's
Rules of Order Revised.

Rule 71.

Voting by the Electrical Roll Call System

When the Convention is ready to vote upon any question requiring a roll call, and the vote is to be taken by the electrical
roll call system, the presiding officer shall announce:

•The

question is on the passage of (designating the matter to be voted
upon).

All in favor of such question shall vote 'aye,' all

opposed shall vote 'nay.'

The Convention will now proceed to vote.•

After affording the members sufficient time in which to vote,
the presiding officer shall announce:

"Have all voted who wish?•

and after a short pause he shall then say:

•The secretary shall

proceed to record the vote.•
The secretary shall immediately start the vote recording
equipment, and when completely recorded, the president shall
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announce the result.

The secretary shall enter upon the Journal

the result in the manner provided by the rules of the Convention.
Any member shall be privileged to vote or change his vote
after the vote recording equipment has started to operate, and
prior to the time the result is announced.
No member may cast the vote of another member in any session
of the Convention, Committee of the Whole or committee meeting,
nor shall any person not a member cast a vote for any member.
Any member who votes or attempts to vote for another member may be
punished in such manner as the Convention determines.

If a person

not a member votes or attempts to vote for any member, he shall be
barred from the floor of the Convention for the remainder of the
session and may be further punished in such manner as the Convention determines proper.

Rule 72.

Proxy voting is not permitted.

"Present•· Votes

Votes cast as "present" shall be recorded in the Journal as
•present," but such votes shall not be counted in determining the
required number of votes on those measures or questions needing
the affirmative vote of those •present and voting."

Rule 73.

Convention ·schedule

The Convention shall have a schedule, which shall be
prepared by the president and submitted to the Convention for
its approval.
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Rule 1. Quorum and Majority. A majority
of all the delegates to the Convention shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business, but a smaller number may adjourn
.t he Convention from day to day and may also
compel the attendance of absent delegates by
the means approved by a majority, but not
less than fifteen, of the delegates present. A
majority of all the delegates may prescribe
penalties for the non-attendance of delegates.

All sessions of this Convention and all
meetings of its committees shall be open to
the public at all times, and no rules shall be
promulgated which in any way infringe upon
the public's right to information about the
Convention.
Rule 2. Adm~ion to Floor-Defined. No
person, other than a delegate, officer or employee of the Convention, accredited nev,s
correspondent or person invited by the president, shall be admitted on the floor of the
Convention immediately preceding the time
set for any call to order and immediately following adjournment. Only delegates, officers
and employees and such other persons as
may be authorized by the president sha1l be
admitted to the floor of the Convention during the session. The phrase "floor of the
Convention" means the room or chamber
where the Convention sits in session, excluding the space designated for visitors and for
the press.
CHAPTER II
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

When a quorum is obtained, the affirmative
vote of a majority of the delegates present
and voting shall be sufficient for the adoption
of any motion or reso lution or the taking of
a ny action , except in t hose cases where t he
affirmative vote of a greater num ber shall be
required eit her by these rules or by Section
10 or Section 13 of Cha pter 4 of the Acts of
the General Assembly of 1967.

Rule 3. Officer of the Convention. The uflicers of t he Convention shall be a n h onorary
p1·esident, a president , a fi rst vice-president,
and a second vice-president, all of whom shall
be elected by the Convention by the vote of
a majority of all the delegates, by roll call

7

8

\'ote. There shall also be a secretary, a chief
clerk, a sergeant at arms, a parliamentarian,
a historian, and such other officers as may
he necessary from time to time, all of whom
shall be selected in such manner as may be
determined by resolution of the Convention
adopted by a majority of all the delegates.
The honorary president, president and vicepresidents shall be delegates and shall receive no additional compensr..tion for services
performed as officers. All officers and employees of the Convention, other than the
honorary president, the president and the
Yice-presidents, shall be persons who are not
delegates and their compensation shall be
fixed by the president.

THE PRESIDENT
Rule 4. Duties of Presiding Officer. The
president shall preside at sessions of the
Co11\'e11tion and of the Committee of the
Whole, and exercise the usual powers and
1wrform the usual duties of a presiding officer. Ile shall preserve order and decorum
:rnd fairly assign floor rights. Ile may speak
to points of order and, subject to an appeal
to th<' Convention or to the Committee of the
Whole, shall decide points of order.

eration to the requests of the various delegates, shall appoint a chairman and the members of all committees. All appointments
shall be announced to the Convention and
entered upon the Journal. Each committee
shall elect one of its meml>ers to be the vicechairman. The vice-chairman shall perform
all the duties and functions of the chairman
in the absence of the chairman.
I~ule G. Administration of Convention. Except as otherwise pro\'ided the president
shall appoint, and assign duties lo, all employees uf the Convelltiun. The presi dent,
with the consent of the chairman of each
standing committee, shall appoint the staff
of such committee.
Rule 7. Authority of President. The president shall be chief executive of the Con\'ention and all other officers an<i employees
shall be responsible to his general supervision.
ltule 8. Naming of the President l'ro Tem.
The presid,,n t may appoint any delegate to
preside temporarily at any sessi< 1 n of the
Com'Pntion or of the Committee of the
Whole, but not for longer than one day at a
time without leave of the Com·ention.

an<i nays, except that the prC'sident may not
vote twice, once to cause a tic vote anci then
again to break it.

\'l('E-l'l{ESll)EI\TS
Tlule 10. Powers and Duties. If the presidC'nt is temporarily absent or temporaril:; L;;1able tC' preside, the first \ ice-president, 01·,
in the absence or inabilit\· of the first vic<·pre:-;i<knt to preside. the· second vice-prcsitknt, shall ext'rcise lhe pow1•1·s a11d perform
the duties of lhe president and shall presidP
O\'t•r the Conve11tio11 or the Commitl<'l' of tlw
\\'hole, u1tless the preside11t shall have dPsi~nated a11othcr delegate t'S pn.'sidc11t pro tcm
for that session or that day. 1f a vacarw.v
o<:rnrs in the oflice of president, tlw fi1·st
,·iee-presirlent shall t1•mporariJ~, exercis<' th<'
powl'rs of the oflice of prcsidl'nt until the
f'.on\'l'ntiou t>IPets a prPsirlent to till tlw nflice.
If a \·acancv occurs in the office of tlw first
,·il"e-preside nt, the sec-,rnd vice-presidc>nt shall
rncceed therd0. The Com·entio11 sli:111 fill :-i.11,·
ntc:i11cy in till' r>!Tk0 of :;<::<:ond \'icc-111·ei·i<ll'nt.
0

SE('l{ETAHY

Rule 5. Appointment by th e President.
The president, after consultation with the
vice-presidents, and after giving due consid-

nu le ~- Yoting . The president may vote in
211 ele<-tions, on all divisions call<·d for by any
delegate, and on all questions taken by ayes

ltule 11. He~pon~Hiilitics of the Scerdary.
The st>cretar\' shall be the chief arlministrative officer
the Conn:ntion and sh,1l1 he
primarily l'l'Sponsiuli' for its arl111i11istratio11,
under the direct authority of the pru,ident.
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The secretary, under the superv1s10n a nd
authority of the president, shall be responsible for the employment and assignment of
personnel, the supervision of payroll, the
registration of lobbists or any special interest groups pursuant to any requirements imposec! by rule or resolution of the Convention,
anc! communications with the press. Ile shall
be director of the Convention's budget and
shall supervise the acquisition and care of
facilities, services and supplies needed by the
Convention.
The secretary, with the president, shall
1
oo certify to the secretary of state the proposals
~ for a new constitution and the form thereof
as approved by the Convention for submission to the electorate on May 11, 1968, in
accordance wit h Section 15 of Chapter 4 of
the Acts of the r. eneral Assembly of 1967.

C'HI EF CLEHK
R ul e 12. Roll Call. Th e chief cler k sha ll
c;,.11 the roll a t t he ope nin g of eac h session of
the Con\'C~n tion a nd the presiden t shall a nno u nce whet her or not a quoru m is presen t.

shall a lso keep a verbatim r ecord of the pr oceed ings of sessions of t he Con vention and
meetings of the Committee of the Whole.

CHAPTER Ill

Ru le l ·t. Order of Business. The chief
clerk shall furnish to each delegate the daily
calendar and agenda of the business of each
session of the ConvC'ntion provided for b:v
Ruic 6() and a copy of each proposal as soon
as practicable.

Rule 18. Conduct in Debate. When a11v
delegate is about to speak in debate or t~
present any matter to the Convention, he
shall rise from his seat, and address himself
to "Mr. President"; he shall not speak untn
recognized anri when re<>o~nize<l he shali cm1fine himself to the queftion un<ler consi<l"rntion and avoid person.:1.lities.

SERf;EA~T AT ARMS
Huie 15. Powers and Duties. The sergeant
at arms shall be the chief police officer of the
Convention.

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Rule 16. Duties. The parliamentarian shall
he ac!visor and counsel to the presiding officer on all matters of pa rl iamentary proced ure; however, a ll parliamenta r y rul ings
shall be the responsiliilit? of, and sha ll be
made by, the presi<ling officer.

HISTORIAN

DELEGATES

Rule 19. Delega tes Called to Order. The
president m any de legate ma,v challenge any
othe r d elegate who, on sp€aking, violates the
rules of the Convention . Upon such challenge, the presiril.'nt may or<ler the s1,caker
to sit down. The president's order to sit
<lown, or the fa ilure of the president to order
the speaker to sit dow n, may be appea led.
Rule 20. Time.._ Deleg·ate ~fay Speak. Except as pr,.v ided b:, l! u le 38. no delegate 11'.a:
spt'ak more than onc:e on the !:>ame que'-ti0:;
without ),,ave of a majorit y of t hose pn·--cnt
and •·0ting, unlt•s;.; l:c• IJe the mmer l)f the
matte r penning 01· <· 11:1i 1·man of t h i> comn:itte<.· t hat reported it, in whic l1 case he shali
be privileged to s peak twice.

Rule 13. Journal and Transcript. Th e chief
clerk shall furnish to each delegate a copy of
the journal of the proceedings of the Con vention for the previous day which, when approved by the Convention, shall be the official
journal of the Convention. The chief clerk

Rul e 17. Duties. T he hi sto ri an ~ha ll be
r espons ihle for collecting, compiling. docum enting and preser ving all proceedin gs of
the Conventi on and its several committ ees.
He s hall also oversee th e publication of any
of the historical records and documents of
the Convention.

Tiule 2 1. [General Limit on Del~1te.] • F:xcer,t t,pon th e a i!irmati ve vot e of a maj:wi t.v
of the d elegate$ then r,r<.>se nt and voting·, n1.-
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delegate may speak longer than fifteen
(15) minutes without being required by the
presiding officer to yield the floor. The restriC'tion imposed by this Rule shall not be
applicaule to chairmen and vice-chairmen of
committees when the L:-1.tter are presenting a
report of their committee to the Convention
or to the Committee of the Whole, anci the
same exemption from the requirement of this
Huk shall also be applicable in the case of
the chief spokesman for a minority report of
a committc>e of the Convention.
Rule 22. Sea ting. Except in the case of
the delegates who have been elected as officers of the Convention, the seats of the delegates on the Convention floor shall be arranged in alphabetical order by surnames.
, If a vacancy occ urs the person se?ected to fill
the vacancy shall continue to have the seat
of the delegate who vacated the position.

CIIAPTEH IV
COMMITIEES

Rule 2:3. Establishment and Meetings. The
standing committees of the Convention ~hall
be:
1.

Committee on Personaf Rights :md
the Preamble

2. Committee on Suffrage and Elections
15

3. Committee on the Legislative Branch
4. Committee on the Executive Branch
5. Committee on the Judicial Branch

6. Committee on Loe.al Government
7. Committee on State Finance and Taxation
8. Committee on General Provisions
9. Committee on Style, Drafting and Arrangement
10. Committee on Calendar and Agenda of
the Convention
11. Committee on Rules, Credentials and
Conve11tion Budget
12. Committee on Public Information
Committees 1 through 8 shall be considered substantive committees and each delegate shall be entitled to serve on one of these
eight committees.

uoth of which shall be available to the delegates, news me<lia and interested members of
the public.
Aclclitional committees may be established
by resolution of the Com·cntion.
Huie 21. \'acandes. In case of a vaeanc:v
or the prolonged absence nf the chairman ,-l'.rl
,·ice-e hairman, the president of the C(1fl\'E:11tion sltall appoint a chairman to act 1mtil the
t"ktinnan or \'iee-chairman shall return.
Hui<> ~~- Sitting uf Committees durin~Se-;sions of the Convention an d the Commit ll e
of the Whole. No rnmmittee, except the
Committee 1Jn Calendar and Agenda of the
Convention, shall sit during the sessions of
tlw C'onn.•ntion or of the rommittce of the
\\'hole, without having first obtained s1wcial
leave of the prn:.icient, or of th e Cvnvc:ntion
or of the Comniitte~ of the Wliole by the
aifirmati\'e vde of a majority of those pre-.ent and \' oting.

Each committee shall maintain an action
journal of all its proceedings and a calendar,

Ihile 26. Power to Incur Exp('nses. X11
deleg::te or eommittce shall incur an_\' '"<;i2nse clrnrgeah!e to the l 'om·Pntion nn!P""
su~h e'(JWn~<' is appro\'cd Ly the presi,frnt "l'
is a u tho ri zL'd Liv resoiution of the ronv enti,rn.
No motion or· resol ution calling for an expenditure of money shall J.e act ed upon l1~·
the Conventio n without first bPin~r refcrr<·ri
to an appropriate committee 101· consicier:,tion and r ecommendation.
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Each committee shall meet at the call of its
chairman or by the written request of a
majority of its members.
A recorded roll call vote on any matter
before a committee shall be taken on demand
of any member of the committee.
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Rule 27. Subcommittees. A committee, by
the affirmative vote of a majority of its
members, may provide for the appointment
by tltc nimmittee chairman of subcommittees
compos0d of dele.srntes who are members of
the committee. Reports of subcommittees
shall be considered bv the entire committee
before the commfttec 'recommends any action
thereon by the Convention.

1
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Ruic 28. Notice of Reports. A committee
shall notify all delegates who have introduced proposals on the same subject matter
of the time and place where they may meet
with the committee to explain such proposals, ancl the notice required by this rule shall
be given at least twenty-four hours hC'fore
the committee takes final action. The requirements imposed by this rule shall not be
applicable with respect to delegate proposals
introduced after October 27, 1967.
Ruic 29. Report of Committees. The affirmative vote of a majority of the members
of 2 committee having the right to vote shall
Le necesimry to report a propos·1l ont of committrc. The report of a minority of at least
twenty per cent of the members of any cammittee having the right to vote shall be received, printed in the same manner as the
majority report, and treated a:5 an ame:1dment or substitute offered to or for the report of the committee if offered as such on
18

the floor. All proposals report~d by a committee to the Convention shall be referred to
the Committee of th e Whole. All committee
recommendations shal) l..le accompanied by a
concise written explanation of the reasons
for the committee's action.
Huie 30. [Last Day for Committee Reports.] Except upon the affirmative vote of
a majority of the delegates present and \'oting, the Committee of the Whole will receive
no final report of a substantive committee
after NovemLer 17, 1967.
Ruic 31. Committee Meetings and Hea1·ing-s. Committees may hold meetings or pub-

lic hearings at the seat of the Convention and
may be authorized hy the Convention to hold
meetings or public hearings at any other
place. A committee may grant the powers
here authorized to any subcommittee. A
committee, with the approval of the president, may direct that a verbati m record be
kept of any portion of its pro<"eedings.

CHAPTER V
COl\lMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Rule 33. General Orders of the Dav. P.il
propN,als 1·cported by an~· committee ~f the
Convention shall be refened to the Committee of the Whole and kept in the file called
"General Order.; of the Dav." No committee
JJroposal shall he considt'red by the Committee pf the Whole until the third day after it
has bC'Pll referred to the Committre of the
\\'hole, unles:, the Convention, liy the affirmative vote of a wajority of the delegates prcser.t and voting, agrees to its earlier consideration.

H. ul e 32. Consideration of Proposals withou t Committee Recommendation. After one
session day's notice a committee, on motion
passed by the affirmative vote of a majority
of all the delegates, may be required to report, with or without a recommendation, any
proposal referred to the committee.

TTule 3-t Consideration of Proposals. When
the C(•nvention re:1chcs consideration of the
General Orders of the Day, it shall then sit
as the Committee of the Whole to consi·der
such orders, or to consider a particular orcler
de.signate<l by the Com entiun by the aft1rmative vote of a majority of those present and
voting. Unl ess a parti<'ular proposal has been
speciall y designated by the Conventi on fo r
consideration out of turn, th e Committee of
the Whole shall consider, act upon, or pass
ove r the Gene1~l Ord ers of the Day in the
order in which they were referred to the
Committee.
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Rule 3fi. Amendments in C'ommittee of the
Wh ole. Amendments offered in Committee of
the \\'hole shall be subject to Rule 50,
Amendments to Be Printed.
}~ule 3G. ::\lotion that Committee of the
Whole Hise. A motion that the Committee
of the Whole rise shall alwavs be in order
unless a member of the Comn1ittee is speaking- 01· a vote is being taken , and such motion
shall be deci<led without debate Ly vote of a
majority of those present and voting.
Ruic 37. Reconsideration. A motion to reconsider shall be in order in the Committee
of the \\'hole a nd may be adopted before the
Committee rises by the affirmative vote of a
majority of those present and voting.
Rule 38. Application of Com·ention Rules.
Th e rul es of the Convention shall be observed
in the Committee of th e Whole so far as
they may be applicable except that the Committee of the \\'hole cannot adjourn the Conn·ntion; no question may be laid on the
table; the pre\'ious question shall not be or<lcred; the vote of a majority of the Committee sh[l.11 govern its act ion; any motion to
postpone further consideration shall be debatable for ten (10) minutes on each side, no
speech thereon to excew two (2) minutes;
the Committee can not refer matters to any
other committee, except the Committee on
21

Style, Drafting and Arrangement; and a motion to postpone indefinitely or for a Call of
the Con ven tion shall not be in order. A delegate may speak more than once in the Committee of the \\' hole. A (J_uornm in the Committee of the \\'hole shall be 72.
nule 3~. Limitation of Debate. Defore a
proposal is taken up by the Committee of the
W hole, any delegate (with the Chairman of
the Committee on Calendar and Agenda to
have the prior right) shall uc privileged to
move th~t a lirnitcltion Le place<l upon the
time of the debat e and <.:onsidei·a tion of such
proposal by the Committee of the Whole, provided that equal time is tu Le afforded to the
proponents an<l the opponents of such proposal, and the Committee n1ay fix in advance
of consideration of a proposal or proposals a
time for Committee to ri se and report.

CHAPTER VI

TRA:\'SAC'TIO:sr OF BUSI~ESS
Rule 10. Order of Business. The order of
business of the Convention shall be as follows:

1. Call to order and preliminary matters.
2. Invocation.
3. f:.oll Call.

22

•1. Report of Committee on Calendar and
Agenda.
5. P.eports qf othe r :::tanJing committee.
6. P. eports of i'ielect committees.
7. C'nm m~micat.ions from <:tate ofticen,.
8. ln trncl11c-tion and first reacling ,:n,'
reference of prupo:,;als.
9. Second and final reading of propos~ls.
10. ~lo tions aml resolutions.
11. t"nfinislw<l business.
12. Special orders of the day.
13. Gencrnl orders ot the rlay.
0

•
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PETITIO~S
Rule 11. Printing in fournar. Xo mc1-:10ri al, r emonstrance. or petiti,m shall be read
or printed in full in the .Journal unl£'ss ordered real~ c,1· pri:1tcd 1Jy tl:e :.tnnnatr\'e vote
of a majo1-ity of those pre:,;ent an<l voting.

}IOTIO.'.\S A~D RESOLUTIOI\S
Rule 12. Stating- Motions. \\' hen a motion
is made, it shall be stated to the Convention
by the president; or, if in writ ing, it shall be
handed to the ch ief clerk and rea d aloud to
the ConYention before being debated.

23
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A "motion" within this rule includes only
i.h e priv il eged motions listed in Rule 45 or a
mo t ion of m erel y procedural character, such
as t o ta ke f nnn the table, to send the ser_i.rPc1. nt-at-a rm s for absentees. etc. All other
ma tters (exce pt delegate proposals and comm ittee reco mmendations) shall be presented
1
: .s r esolutions.

I
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Evl'r y r esolution, other than a proposal ,
shall be submitted in quintuplicat e, shall be
read by title, a nd shall be referred to the appropriate committee. If the rul es are suspended to permit immediate consideration of
a resolution, the resolution shall be read in
full to the Con vention before it is considered.

Rule -13. Reduced to Writing. Every motion s hall be reduced to writing if the presi<ient or any delegate shall request it, and
- ~ ~ I lie entered upon the Journal, tog-ether
with the name of the delegate making it, unless fre motion is withdrawn by the m:.ker or
i:-; rnled out of order by the president.

Rule 45. Privileged Motions. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received but1. To amend the calendar and agenda.
To fix the time to which to adjourn.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

To adjourn.
To take a recess.
To reconsider.
To call for the Orders of the Day.
To lay on the table .
For a Call of the Convention.
To limit debate.
To move the previous question.
To postpone to a day certain.
To postpone indefinitely.
To commit.
14. To amend.

question shall be resumed when the Convention reassembles, unless it determines otherwise. No motion to postpone to a day cert ain.
or to commit, having been decided by the Co;1
vention, shall again be in order on the sar;1€
day or at the same stage of the questio;1.
Whe11~1·e1 a proposal is oeing considHed and
a moti0n is then made, either to postpone indefinitely or to commit, amendments to the
pending proposal shall first be in order before
an y vo u.! is Lken on any such motion.
Ruic 16. Motions Not Debatable. A m oti on
to adj ourn shall always be in order except
when ::i. motion to fix the time to which to
adjourn. or a motion to amend the calendar
and :i.g-cndu, is pending. A motion to adj ol!rn,
a moti 0n to lay on the table, a motion for a
recess pending tl-ie consideration of other
bu:-iness and all matters relating to questions
uf onlkr, ::;hall be decided without debate.
Huie 17. Motion to Take from the Table.
Aft er one .session d::i.v's notice anv matter
laid on the table may ·be taken the1.efrom u11
mct:on, provirled. that the business of the
class of the matter to lie taken from the table
wouki then Le iu order.

Rule 11. Withdrawal of Motions. After a
motion has been stated by the presid('nt or
read by the chief clerk, it shall be deemed to
ue in the possession of the Convention, but it
may be withdrawn by the maker at any time
before being amended or put to vote.

The motions listed in th:s rule shall take
precedence in the order in which the}' stand
arranged. All of them shall be decided by
the vote of a majority of those present ancl
voting, except that any motion to postpone
indefinitely shall be decided by the affirmative vote of a majority of all the delegates to
the convention. When a recess is taken while
a question is pending, consideration of such

Ilule 48. Order of Putting Questions. All
questions 3hal! be put in the order in vl'l1ieh
they are m(Jved, except in the case of privileged motions.
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Rule 4!). Amendment Must be Germane.
No motion or proposition relating to a subjl'd dill'e1·ent from that under consideration
shall be admitted under color of an amendment or sulJ:.;titute.

MOTIONS CA LLING FOR THE PREV IOUS
QUESTION

Wh ene,·cr a question has b(>en d ivid ed. no
final ,·ote shall taken on any division until all
of the divisions thereof have been considered
for amendment, after which further :1mendments to :my divi sion shall be in order, and
tlwreafter each division will be put to fina l
vote.

Rule /52. Method of Ordering. Th e m ethod
of ordering the previous question sh all be as
follows: Any delPg-ate may move the pre\'ious
question an<l, unless otherwise stated, the
motion shall apply to th e pending question
onl~r. Th e presiding officer shall put the question, "Shall the main qu estion now Le put?"
This shall he ordered only by a majority of
the delegates present a nd voting. After the
seconding of a motion for the previous question and prior to the or<lering of the same, a
Ca ll of the Convention mav be moved and
or<lere<l, but after ordering the previous
question nothing shall be in order prior to
the decision of the pending question or question s, except demands for the ayes and nays,
points of order, appeals from th e decision of
the Chair, and a motion to adjourn or to lake
a recess, all of which shall be decided without <lebate. The effect of ordering the previous question shall be to put an end to a ll
debate and bring the Conv~ntion to a direct
vote upon the pen<ling question. Wh en a motion to reconsider has been taken under th e
pre\"ious questio!1 irnd decided in the amrmative, th e fact that th e previous question ha<l
been ordered shall have no operation or effect
with respec t to the qu<:.>sti on for which reconsideration has bee n ordered. If the Convention refuses to order the previous qul:s tion,
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Rule !iO. Amend ments to Be PrintecL No
amC'ndnwnt to anv committee recommenda-

tion 01· <leleg-ate p;·oposal shall be consi dered
unkss it is submi tted in wrii,ing and a copy
thel'eof deli\'ered to the floor desk of each
delegate prior to the time the amen<lment is
offered.
Huie f>l. Dhision of Question. Any delegate may call for a division of th e qu estion,
which slrnll be divided if it includes propositions which are so distinct in .substan ce that
when one is removed or deferred, a substantin' propo:-ition remains for th e <lecision of
the Convention. A motion to strike out and
insert shall nol be subject to division within
tlw meaning of this rnle.

it shall r es ume consideration of the pcnclingsuhj ect as though no motion for th e pr~\"ious 11uestio11 ha<l hen made.
Rul e /53. Sine Die Adjournment. A motion
to a<ijourn the Convention si ne die shall nt,t
be voted upon until at least forty-eight hom.;;;
:1ftt'I' not ice is given to the dele~ates: and to
pass thi:-: rnntion r<.'quires an ?.ffirmative vote
of a majorit_v of all the ddegates to tlw Convention.
f:.uk, ;; I.

Reconsideration in Convention.

(a) An~· question finally adopteci or rejt•ct e<l
hv the Con\·ention mav i)e recnnsidert><l 011
moti(/n of anv delegate at an~· time liefure
the C'onwntion a djoun1s s ine die.
(b) ~o question may be reconsidered more
tlwn onc-e, t->xcept if th e reconsideration is
moved hy di r ection of th e Committre on
Style, Drafting-, a nd Arran g-ement, ,,r by the
f'on\'cntion c-vmmittee which repc,rted on U1<matter to UP rernnsidl•rerl, or if moved ,1 fter
sui.Jmi.ssion of a petition signed lJy fift.:,!r,
( I.)) delc-gates t,> the Conn•ntion.
(c) A motion to recon:-:ider in C'om·ention
may not be called up u11til th e secon<l sessiou
da y afte1· it is moved, :rnd shall 1·equire an
:!ITirmative vote of a majority of the delegates to t he Conv~ntiun.
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(d) A motion to reconsider in Convention
may he laid on the table independent of the
question to be reconsidered; but a motion
to reconsider moved by direction of a committee or pursuant to petition of the required
number of delegates as provided above shall
be in order without regard to the tabling of
any previous motion to reconsider.
MOTION FOR CALLS OF THE
CONVENTION

I
o::>

'f

Rule 55. Quorum Calls. A call of the Convention may be ordered if there is an absence
of a quorum.

PROPOSALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Rule 57. Introduction. Any suggf'stion,
proposition or draft intended to becume a
part of any revised constitution, or amendment thereto or schedule to be attached
thereto shall be called a delegate proposal oi·
a committee recommendation. A proposal introduced by a delegate shall be dt•signated a
delegate proposal and a proposal submitted
by a committee shall be desig-nated a committee recommendation. A delegate proposal
shall he endorsed by the delegate or delegates
introclucing- it and a committee recommendation shall be endorsed by the chairman of
the committee submitting it. Five copies of
every delegate proposal or committee recommendation shall be delivered to the chief
clerk who shall cause the same to be suitably
numbered, printed and distributed to delegates as promptly as possible.

Rule 56. Procedure. The roll of the Convention shall be called by the chief clerk and
the absentees noted. The sergeant at arms
may, upon motion, be dispatched after the
absentees. In such case, a list of the absentees shall be furnished by the chief clerk
to the sergeant at arms, who shall bring such
absentees to the floor of the Convention with
all possible speed. In case the sergeant at
arms shall require assistance in addition to
the regularly appointed assistant sergeant at
arms of the Convention, the president, upon
motion, may deputize as a special assistant
sergeant at arms any person properly qualified. The Convention may proceed to business under a Call of the Convention pending
the arrival of any absentees.

Huie 58. Order of Consideration. The prescribecl order in which proposal::, introduced
in the Convention are to be taken up or
acted upon shall he as follows:
1. Introduction, first reading by title. reference to a committee by the president,
and ordered printed and disfributed unless otherwise ordered by a majority of
the delegates present.
2. Report of the committee and placing on
the General Orders.
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~- Consideration by the Committee 0f the
Whole in order of their reference.
4. Report by the Committee 0f the \\ihole
and reference to the Committee on
Style, Drafting, and Anangement.
5. Tieport of the Committee on Style,
Drafting, and Arrangement.
G. Second reading, final passage of each
proposal.
7. RP-rt'ference t0 the Committee on
~t.yle, Drafting, and Arrangement for
incorporation in final draft.
8. l1eport by the Committee on Style,
Drafting, and Arrangement of any
cori1plete revision of, or proposed
amendment to, the Constitution.
9. Tl,ird reading and final passage of any
complete revision of, or proposed
amendment to, the Constitution.
Ruie 59. :\'Iajority Yote on Proposals. On
the final passage of every proposal, section,
article and of any complete :·evisi0n of or
amendment to the Constitution, the vote
shall be tahen by ayes and nays and entered
on the Journal and no proposal, set.lion, article, or any such amendment o.i· complete revision, shall be declared final rasse:1 unl ess a
majority of all the delegates to the Convention shall have voted in favor of the passage
of the same.
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Huie GO. Calendar. The Committee on
Calendar and Agenda of the Convention shall
prepare a calendar and order of business for
eac:h session of the Convention. The calendar
shall be furnished to the chief cle1·k, who
shall distrilmte it to the delegates before the
time set for the next session of the Convention. The Conve ntion, at any time or from
time to time during a session, may, by the
aflirmati\'e \'ote of a majority of those present and voting, adopt, reject, 0r modify the
daily c.-tlendar and agenda presented to it.

SPECIAL ORDERS

Ruic GI. Unfinished Special Orders. Any
subject matter which has been made a special order for a particular day, but which is
not reached on that da~·. shall then come up
for consideration under the order of "Unfinished Business" at the next succeeding
session of the Com·ention.

CHAPTER VII
:\IISCELLANEOUS
READII\;G AND ENDORSEMENT
OF PAPERS
I!ule 62. Reading. When the reading of a
paper, including th e Journal, is called for and
an objedion is raised to suc h reading, the
Com·ention Ly a majority vote of delegates
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present and voting shall determine without
debate whether or not the paper shall be
read.
Huie 63. Presentation and Endorsement of
Petitions. Petitions received by an office r of
the Con\'ention or by any delegate may be
initialed by the recipient, and handed directIv to the chai rman or clerk of the committee
~h ich has the subject matter of the petition
under consideration. The chairman of the
committee, on behalf of tl1e Convention, shall
give appropriate notice of the recei pt of the
petition.
Rule 1J4. Calls of Convention-Ayes and
Nays. Upon Calls of the Convention, and in
taking the ayes and n:.>.,rs upon any question,
the na mes of the clelegates shall be called
a lphabetically.
Tiule 65. Putting the Question. The president shall put all questions subst:1.ntially in
this form: "As many as are in favor of (as
the question may be) say 'aye'"; and after
the affirmative \'ote is expr essed, "as ma!.y as
are opposed say 'no'." If the president is in
doubt as to the vote, he may order a roll c:all
vo~e of the Convention.
A roll call vote of the Convention may be
had upon the demand of ten del egates .

dent, and the call of the roll has been started
by the ch ief clerk. the president shall not
recorrnizP a delegate for any purposf! except
upon points of order, until after the annouucement of the vote Lv the chief cleric
Th e chief clt'rk shall enter· upon the Journal
the names ,_if those voting- "aye" am'! the
names of those voting "no".
Hule 67. Holl Call. A t the roll call to be
tak Pn at the opening of each session ~nd upon
Calls of the 1'onveution. the names of the
r>:cmbers shall be called by the chief l'IC'rk.
and tlio: absentees noted.
t~ ide G8.

Amendment or Suspension of

Rules. Th~se nrl<'s may be amended by the
i!!ftr1!1a!!·.'e \~etc r;f :! rnnjorit:; of nH the delegates to the Con\'Cntion after the proposed
amendment lias been submitted in ,,.,-riting,
has lwe11 consi<lere<l lJV the Committee on
l!11 le1-, Credentials and· (\, n\"ention Bud~ct,
an<l ha~ h0t:n ln the posses~i<1n of the clclcgat cs nut le% th:m two session ,bys prior tn
its cor,i-iderahH'!. .'. rule may be suspended
by tile aflinnafr:e \'ote of a majority of ;•ll
the <lclcgates lo the C'c!wention.

APPEALS

Huie G6. Recognition during Roll Call.
After a question has been stated Ly the presi-

11ule G9. Form of Question. On all a ppeals
from decisin11s of the Chair, th(! qt:estion
shall be ''Shall the appea l be sustaine<l ?'' A
favorabl e vote of a majority of the delegates

3-1
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presi>nt and voting shall sustai n the appeal.
The presiding officer may cast his vote on an
appeal from his decision. and he shall have
the right to explain his decision.
Tiule 70. Tabling Appeals. An appPal may
be laid on the table but shall not, as a consequence. thereby either remove or carry
with it the sub,iect matter pending before the
Convention at the time the appeal was taken.
nule 71. Practice. In all cnses not covered
by these rules, or by any subsequent amendments to them, the controlling parliamentary
authority shall be Ifobert's Rules of Order
Revised (1951 Edition).

After affording the delegates sufficient
time in which to vote, the presiding officer
shall announce: "Have all voted?" and after
a short pause he shall then say: "Does any
delegate desire to change his vote?" and
after another short pause he shall say: "The
chief clerk shall proceed to record the vote."

l\fETHOD OF VOTING
nule 72. Vo ting by the Electrical Roll Call
System. When taking the ayes and nays on
any question to be voted upon, the electrical
roll call system may be used, and when so
used shall have th e same force and effect as a
roll call taken as otherwi se provided in these
niles.
When the Convention is ready to vote upon
any question requiring a roll ca ll, and the
vote is to be taken by the electrical roll call
sys tem, the presidin_g officer shall a nnounce:
"The question is on the passage of (des ignating the matter to be voted upon). All in favor
of such question shall vote 'aye', all opposed
shall vote 'nay'. The Convention will now
proceed to vote".

Any delegate shall he privileged to vote or
change his vote afier the \'Ole reeuniiuv,
equipment has started to operate, and prior
to the time the chief clerk has recorded the
vote.
No delegate shall vote for a nother c:i elegate, nor shall any person not a delegate cast
a vote for any dl'legate. Any delegatp who
shall vote or attem pt tu vote for anoliier delegate may he punished in such manner as the·
Convention may detl'rmine. If a person not a
c:ielegate shall vo te or attempt to vote fur any
c:ielegate, he shall be baned from the floor of
the Con vention for the remainder of the session and may be further punished in such
manner as the Conve11tion may detprmine
proper.

Hui e 71. Expense Allowance. An expense
a llowance of tw,)nty-fr.,e doilars ($25.00) per
dav shall be allowed to each delegate for each
working day in <1tten<lanre at tl:1e Conven tion on or after Sept~mber 12, 1967. For purpo3es of this allowance, a delegate shall be
considered to be in attenda!lce at a working
day of the Convention if present at any session of the Convention or any meeting of any
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The chief clerk shall immediately start the
vote recording equipment, and ~hen completely recorded, the president shall announce
the result to the Conventiun. The chief clerk
slw.11 enter upon the Journal the result in
the manner provided Ly the rules of th<.' Convention.

CHAPTER Vlll
LOBBYISTS

Rule 73 Regi strat ion and Regulation. The
Con\"ention . liy resolution adopted by a majority of all the delegates, shall haw• author
ity to issue rules or regulations with respect
to the registration .::tnd appearance before it,
or before any of its authorized committees or
subcommittees, of ~ny person engaged or
hirec1, fo1· a fee, salary or other coml)ensation,
to µr,)mote, at1'. ocat ,", influence or oppose any
rnaUH pending hefore the Convention, Jr
which might come before it or any of its committees or subcommittees. Such rnles and
regulations may include requi1·ements that
such pen.:0ns shali register with the secretary
and file such report of expenditures as ma.v
be required by such rul es and regulations.
CHAPTER IX
C'm'lPE~'',ATION OF DELEGATES

authorized committee or subcommittee of the
Con\'ention on that day.

Rule 77. [Filling of Vacancies. ] (a) Upon
the a11nouncement to the Convention of the
resignation or death of a delegate, the President shall, at the next session day fo llowing
such announcement, appoint a Select Committee, as hereinaf ter set forth, t o nominate
to the Convention l>y a majority vo t e of the
Seleet Cornmitl(>{' no( more tha n three per-

sons qua lified in accordance with Section 7,
Chapter 1, 1967, to fi ll such vacancy, alongwith a concise written statement of the abi lities and experience of each of the persons
whose names are so reported.
(b) On the third session day after the report to the Convention of the Select Committee shall have hc>en rrceh·e<l, if only one
person shall have been nominated by the
Select Committee, the question shall be put
on the confirmation of the pen~on so nominatc>d. In the event the nomination is 11ut
appruvc>cl by the Convention, the Con,·ention
shall proceed as set forth in 77(d). In event
more than one person is nominated by the
SPlt>d f'.ommittee, an election shall be held
by the Convention to select from among the
persons nominated by the Select Committee,
a person to ti ll the vacancy. The person receiving a majority of the votes cast shall be
de<.:lared elected. If no person shall receive a
majority of the votes cast, a second election
shall be held on the same session dav between
the two persons receiving the higl1est nurnher of votes in the first election, and the p<.r!-\On receh·ing the majority of the votes cast
,1.t the seco nd election sha ll be declan:d
elected.
(c ) The Select Committee shall consist of
not less than three persons except a s hereina ft er provideri, and s ha ll ine:lude a ll the rema in ing delega tes of th e cou nty or legisb-

t ive di stri ct of the delegate whose death or
re:signation created the vacancy in the Con,·ention. In event of only two <lelegates r<.mainir1g, the First Vice-President shall be ::~
member of the Select Committee. In event of
only one <lelegatc remaining, the First Vice -Presicl<>nt and the Sec.on-.! Vil(-Presi<lrnt
shall he member~ 0f the: Select Committee. 1n
event of no delegates remaining, the First
Yicc-Pre:si<lent and t!1<.: Second Vice-Presir.c,nt shall be th e Select Committee.
(<l) In the e,·ent the Select Committee
shall fail to report to tl1e Conventiun on or
before ten session day<; after tht! appointment of the Select Committee, persons qualifipd to fill such ,·acancy may be nominated
from the tioor. The names o: the person or
per:,;ons so nominated shall be referred to the
Committee on Rules, Credentials and Conwntion Budget. lTpon re-port hy the Committee on Ruli~s. Credentials and Convention
Bu<lg,,t that the person or per:-ons nomi11aterl are qualified in accordance ,,1t11 Scctior.
7, rh,1pta -L ~ 9ti7, to fiil the , acctncy, t!,"
Com·t!ntioll slwll proceed in the same maJiner
as if the person or persons had bet!n nominated by :. Select Committee.

39

40

41

Rule 75. Salary. A flat salary of two thousand dollars ($'.2000.00) shall be allowed to
each del<-g-ate to the Convention with a deduction of fifteen dollars ($15.00) for each day
of unexcused absence from sessions of the
Co11n.·11tion or m<.>l'lings of authoriz<.>d committee's or subcommittees thereof. For the
purpose of this deduction, a delegate shall not
be considered to ha\'e incurred an unexcused
absence on any day that tlw delegate is in attendance at any session of the Convention or
meeting- of any authorized committee or subcommittee thereof.
nule 76. Excused Absences. A delegate
shall lie excused by the President from attendance at sessions of the Convention or
meetings of any authorized committee or
sul>committee thereof due to ill ness, deat h in
the immediate family or other reason beyond
the control of the delegate and the excused
absence shall be entered upon the minutes.
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APPENDIX A
REG t'LATIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE
HEGISTRATION AND APPEARANCE OF
LOBBYISTS BEFORE CONVENTION OR
ANY OF ITS AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES
OR SUBCOMMITTEES
ADOPTED AND EFFECTIVE
SEPTEMBER 22, 1967
1. Persons Covered.

(a) When used in this regulation the term
"agent" includes: Every person engaged or
J, hired by any person, firm, corporation, asso0 ciation, political sub-division or agency of the
1 State of Maryland or of any political subclivision, for a fee, salary or other compensation, including persons engaged or hired for
an additional purpose, to promote, advocate,
influence or oppose, directly or indirectly, any
matter pending before or proposed to be considered by the Convention, the Committee of
the Whole, or any committee or subcommittee of the Convention; and
(b) When useci in this regulation the term
"representative witness" includes: Every
person who, without fee, salary or other compensation other than reimbursement for expenses, as representative of any other person
or of any firm, corporation, association, political sub-division or agency of the State of
Maryland or of any political sub-division,
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appears before the Convention, the Committee of the Whole, or any committee or sub
committee of the Convention to promote.
advocate, influence or oppose, directly or inciirectly, any mattE>r pending before or proposed to be considered Ly the Convention,
the Committee of the Whole, or any commit-•
tee or subcommittee of the Convention.
When useci in this regulation the terms
"agent" and "representative witness" do not
include an officer, elected or :i.ppoir.ted olfidal
or regular employee of the State of l\1aryland
or of any political suL-division of the State
of Maryland who in the performance of his
customary and regular duties as such officer,
employee or electeci or appointed official appears before the Convention, the Committee
of the Whole or any committee or subcommittee of the Convention.
2. Time of Registration. No agent or n~presentative witness will be permitte<l to appear before the Convention, the Commit' ce
of the Whole, or any committee or sub-coll.mittee of the Convention m:lcss 1,e shall !Jf"'
properly registered on the dockets for the
registration of agents and representative witnesses which shall be maintained by the secretary of the Convention. Before any agent
agent shall undertake to promote, advocate,
influence or oppose, dire<:tly or indirectly, any
matter by communicating with any delegatc-,
officer or member of the stalf of the Conven-

3. Registration and C'onfirmation. An
agent or a repl'esentc1tive witness shall register by appearing personally at the oflice of
f_f·u! ~€t:r1.1tary Af t1,e Can1. e!!t?0n 0!. b·r" [!
written anci sig-nE>d statement addressed to
thl:' sPcrPtary of the Convention at Annapolis.
To l"f'g-i~ter, the ::i.g-ent or representative witu•ss .:;ha ll state his name, occupation. busine~-; ;twi resiciew·e addrei,ses, the name ~rnd
hu;ines;,; 'lnd rf'sidence addresses of th e r,Brsn1:, firm. <.'o rpc,r[,tiun, association, pn!iticnl
i:c1h-oin:--ion or d.½"encv oi the Srnte ,)f l\hi.ryla:ict c,r d" any po!itic:,tl sub-division, b? who1.1
h1:• La:-: been eng-age!l or hired or wh0m he
iq•rf'se1~ts, ano the matte1·, pn,posal or area
0f interest with which r1e is concerned. If
thP representative witne3s has not bren engaged o, l1ired for any fee. saiary or other
comper,sation other than reimbt,rsement for
expenses, he shail so sta te.
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tion, the agent shall be properly registered
on the docket for the registration of agent:,.
If the office of the secretarv of the Con\'ention is not availablP to accep·t the registr,ttic•n
of ~111 agent before the ag-ent c1mmrnnicates
with anv (lelegate, otheer or member of the
staff of tLe Conventio11. the agent shall reg-icitel' \·, ii l1 the serretmv of the Conwntion as
soon as po:--~il>le, anil in any event \\ithin
three (~) calendar d.-.ys after the cige11t communicates with any deleg-att>, offi•_ei- or mem1.wr of the sta.ff of the Conve11tion.

1

Within ten (10) days after an agent or
·epresentative witness has registered, the
1gent or represeutative witness shall file with
.he secretary of the Convention a written
111d signed confirmatio n by the person, firm,
~orporntion, association, political sub-division
,r agency uf the State of Maryland or of any
political sub-division by whom he has been
hired or engaged or whom he represents
whi ch shall confirm the information stated
Ly the agent o r r epresentative witness to the
secretary of the convention upon registration and which s hall be signed by a principal
offic er of th e firm, corporation, association,
politica l su b-d ivision or agency of the S tate
of Maryland or of any political sub-division.
,1. Fa ilu re to Compl y. An agent or represe n tatiYe witness who fails to comply with the
provisions of this regulation may by a majority ,·otc of the Convention upon rec:ommendation of the Committee on Rules, Credentials
a nd Convention Budget Le prohibited from appearing before the Conv ention, the Committee of the Whole, or any committee or sub
committee of the Convention for a limited
time or until the Co1wention adjourns si ne
die. Th e Committee on Rules, Credentials
and Conven tion Budget before it rec:ommends
t o th e Com·ention that an agent or representatiw witness be temporarily or permanen tl y
prohihitecl from appea r ing shall noti f y t he
agent in writing by certified mai l of the

reasons for such recommendation and shall
afford the agent or representative witnes~
an opportunity t o appear before the Committee on Tlules. Crr~cientials anrl Conventi01,
Budget at a date an<l tim e whkh shall be not
less than ten ( 10) calendar d... ys after receir,t
by the agent 0 1· repre sentative witness of
the written notice of the reasons fo r the
Committee's recommenciation.
5. Re ports. E very regi;;;tered agent or repr£'sentative witness s hall hetween tl,e first
and the tenth cal~ndar <lar of Pach month
while the Convention is in session fi le with
the secretary of the Conv0r,tion and shall
within thi r ty (30 ) calendar da\·s after the
Conventio11 a(ljou rn s s in e die file with the
Secretary of State a complete and itemizeci
cumulati\·e s tat ement of a ll rcceints and disbursements, includi n g rPimLu r s12rt expemes,
r eceived or disb ursed hy him to promote , aclvocate, influence or oppose, directly 0 r indirectly, any matter pendmg before 01· proposed to he considered by the ( \:nvl:nt ion,
the Committee of the Whole or anv committ ee or s ul,committee of the Convedivn.
An agent who has been engag-Pd or hi 1·pd
for an add itional purpose by t he person, fir:n,
corporation, association. nolitical su b-division or ag e ncv of t he Statl' of :\1arrl~.nd m·
of any political su h-di vh-io1;, fo r whom he
acts as a g 1::nt s ha ll r epo r t ,~m ong his r eceipt s tha t part of hi s f ee, salary or ot her

7. Contin~ent Com pensa tion. ~o person,
firm, corp01·ation, associatiu1;, politkal !'.,llbdi vi~101, or agency of the State ,,r =',lmy la:1<l
or of an.v r oli ti<-al ~ub-c!i,·ision shall engage
01· hire any person to promote. ad\'ocatP, iuflu ence or oppos e, directly or indirectly, any
matttr pc!1ding Lefore or proposed t o Le consider ed b\' the l'o:;yention, th e Commi t.tee of
the Wi10ie or :rnv committee or subcommittee of t l, e ConYcntior., for a fee, salary or
otl:cr compensation that is determined in
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compe11s;-1tion reasonably allocable for th e
performa nce of Id s duties as agent a ncl shall
stat e the basis for the allocation.
T he itemization of disbursements shali includ,• ;lt lea~t th e foll owi ng: Tra\'el and
t1 nnsportation, meals, lodging, entenai nmen t
in exce::.s of !"en Dollar::. ($10.00 ) fur each
item, sel'tet1rial services, printiI1g an<l 1mblicati on and ofT;re expenses.

6. Pub lic Het·ords. The registration of
agent/:' and representative witnesses with the
secretary of the Con\'ention and the statem,mts of l't'ceipts a nd di:;h.ursements filed hy
them with the secretary of the Convention
,md t !:c St'c.:rct.,ry of Stat e .-.; hall hP ;;.-,·all,tblc
for µu blic.: inspection.. The sec retary of the
Com·e,1tion .,;hall give e \·ery delegate written
notice of the n'gi stra tion of agents and repr esent.iti Ye wiu1esse.s as p1 omptly as possibl<>.

I
...-1

°'
I

whole or in part with reference to the result
accomplished and no person shall accept any
such employment or render any such service
for a fee, salary or other compensation that
is determined in whole or in part with reference to the result accomplished.
8. Exemption. The provisions of this regulation shall not be construed as affecting
professional services in draf~ing a proposed
constitutional amendment or in advising clients or in rendering opinions as to the construction and effect of any constitutional
J, amendment which may be considered at the
rv Convention where such professional service
1 'is not otherwise connected with constitutional convention action or services as an
agent or as a representative witness.
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APPENDIX B

ADOPTED OCTOBER 30, 1Hfi7
TITLE

A RESOLUTION that each delegate shall
hm·e only one (]) vote on only one (1) substantive committe and matters generally relating tlwreto, to rt',lfl as follows:
l:ESOLVED, that each <lelep1te .:;lrnH have
only one (1) vote on only one (1) substanti\'e
committee; and be it further
RESOLVED. Tha t the three (3) <lele:,~" t '.'3
presently •:oting on more th~n one (l) s,,?istantive committe shall continue to be liai son
members to other substantive committees
but shall not be a voting member exc0pt 0n
the one substantive committeP to which tlte v
are assigne<l to exercise their vote.
·
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CHAPTER VI

NEW JERSEY CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

1947

CONVENTION RULES
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OFFICIAL RULES
of the
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
of the
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
1947
THE PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS
Rule 1. The President shall take the chair each day at the
hour to which the Convention shall have adjourned.
He shall
call the Convention to order, and, except in the absence of a
quorum, shall proceed to business in the manner prescribed by
these rules.
Rule 2. He shall possess the powers and perform the
duties herein precribed, viz.:
(a) He shall preserve order and decorum, and, in debate,
shall prevent personal reflections, and confine members
to the question under discussion. When 2 or more members arise at the same time, he shall name the one entitled to the floor.
(b) He shall decide all questions of order, subject to
appeal to the Convention. On every appeal he shall have
the right, in his place, to assign his reason for his decision. In case of such appeal no member shall speak more
than once.
(c) He shall appoint all committees, except where the
Convention shall otherwise order.
(d) He may substitute any member to perform the duties
of the chair while he is present, but for no longer period than that day, except by special consent of the Convention.
(e) When the Convention shall be ready to go into Committee
of the Whole, he shall name a Chairman to preside therein.
(f) When necessary or required, he shall, with the Secretary, certify all official acts and all vouchers for payment of expenditures of the Convention with the date thereof.
(g) He shall designate and assign to seats or authorize
the designation and seating of the persons who shall act
as reporters for the public press within the Convention
Hall.
Such reporters, so appointed, shall be entitled
to such seats and shall have the right to pass to and
fro from such seats in entering or leaving the Chamber.
No such reporter shall appear before any committee in
advocacy of, or in opposition to, anything under consideration before such committee. A violation
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of this rule will be sufficient cause for the removal
of such reporter.
Power of removal for this cause
shall be vested in the President.
(h) He shall be a consulting member without vote in
the several committees to which he is not specifically
appointed.
(i) He shall declare the vote and announce the result
according to the fact on all questions and divisions.
(j) He shall not engage in any debate, or propose his
opinion on any question, except the assigning of his
reasons for his decision on appeal therefrom, without
first calling some delegate to occupy the chair.
Rule 3. In the event of a vacancy in the office of
President, by death, resignation or otherwise, the Convention shall, by vote of not less than 41 of the delegates,
elect a President to fill such vacancy.
In the temporary absence of the President, or in event
of his temporary inability to preside, his duties shall
devolve upon the First Vice-President, or if he also be
absent, upon the Second Vice-President.
For the purpose
of this rule, the terms "temporary absence" and "temporary
inability" shall mean an absence or inability not to exceed
5 consecutive Convention days.
In the event of the continued absence or inability of
the President to preside for more than 5 consecutive Convention days the Convention shall, by the affirmative vote
of at least 41 delegates, elect an acting President who
shall have the same power and enjoy the same privileges as
the President and who shall serve as President only during
the absence or inability to preside on the part of the
President.
Rule 4. In the event of a vacancy in the office of
either Vice-President by death, resignation or otherwise,
the Convention shall, by the vote of at least 41 delegates,
elect a new Vice-President.
In the temporary absence of both Vice-Presidents, or in
the event of the temporary inability on the part of both
Vice-Presidents to discharge the duties of their offices,
the Convention shall have the power to designate and appoint
some other delegate to discharge the duties of the office
during such temporary absence, or temporary inability.
SECRETARY

Rule 5. The Secretary shall keep a journal of the proceedings of the Convention and, under the direction of the
President, shall prepare and place on the desk of the President each day a calendar of the business of the Convention,
as provided by these rules.
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Rule 6. The Secretary shall prepare for printing all
proposals and other documents which are required to be
printed under these rules under the direction of the
Committee on Printing and Authentication of Documents and
shall see to it that they are properly and correctly printed.
Rule 7. The Secretary shall give to every proposal for
revision, alteration or reformation of subject matter of
the present Constitution, when introduced, a number and the
numbers shall be in numerical order.
When a Committee proposal is reported from a Committee, he shall give it a
number, in separate series for each committee, which shall
be known as the Committee proposal number.
He shall keep
the several proposals on file in order by their numbers,
unless otherwise ordered by the Convention.
Rule 8. He shall preserve all proposals, reports of
Committees and all other records, books, documents and
papers of the Convention and after the adjournment of the
Convention shall deliver them to the Bureau of Archives
and History in the State Department of Education or shall
make such other disposal of them as the Convention shall
direct.
Rule 9. When necessary or required, he shall, with the
President, certify all official acts and all vouchers for
payment of expenditures of the Convention with the date
thereof, and he shall perform such other duties as are
required of him by these rules and as from time to time
shall be required of him by the Convention.
Rule 10. One copy of the final draft of any material
or proposal presented to or prepared by the Convention, or
any committee thereof, shall be retained by the Secretary
and delivered by him to the Bureau of Archives and History
in the State Department of Education.
The Secretary shall
also retain and deliver to the Bureau of Archives and
History a copy of any other material or proposal presented
to or prepared by the Convention, or any committee thereof,
where such a copy is available.
QUORUM AND MAJORITY
Rule 11. The presence of at least 41 delegates shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum of the Convention but a
lesser number may meet and adjourn the Convention from day
to day when necessary.
Rule 12. A majority of delegates present, a quorum being
present, shall be sufficient for the adoption of any motion
or resolution or the taking of any action except where the
affirmative vote of a greater number shall be required by
law or by these rules.
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STANDING COMMITTEES
Rule 13. The Standing Committees of the Convention shall
be 9 in number. They shall be appointed by the President
unless the Convention shall otherwise order.
The person first named shall be the Chairman, and the
person next named shall be the Vice-Chairman, of the Committee.
Rule 14. The Standing Committees of the Convention shall
be as follows:
GENERAL STANDING COMMITTEES
Committee on Rights, Privileges, Amendments and Miscellaneous Provisions, consisting of 11 members.
Committee on the Legislative, consisting of 11 members.
Committee on the Executive, Militia and Civil Officers,
consisting of 11 members.
Committee on the Judiciary, consisting of 11 members.
Committe e on Taxation and Finance, consisting of 11
members.
Committee on Arrangement and Form, consisting of 7
members.
committee on Submission and Address to the People,
consisting of 7 members.
ADMINISTRATIVE STANDING COMMITTEES
Committee on Rules, Organization and Business Affairs,
consisting of 7 members.
Committee on Credentials, Printing and Authentication
of Documents, consisting of 7 members.
Rule 15. The following General Standing Committees
shall consider and report upon the following, that is to
say:
Committee on Rights, Privileges, Amendments and Miscellaneous Provisions - The subject matter of the Preamble, Article I, Rights and Privileges, except paragraphs
19 and 20, Article II, Right of Suffrage, Article III,
Distribution of the Powers of Government, Article VIII,
General Provisions, and Article IX, Amendments, of the
present New Jersey Constitution, and all proposals embracing subject matter which does not fall within the
proper consideration of any other General Standing Committee, including all provisions of the Proposed Schedule
relating thereto.
Committee on the Legislative - The subject matter of
Article IV, Legislative, except Section VI, paragraphs 2,
3, and 4 and Section VII, paragraphs 6, 10 and 12, of the
present New Jersey Constitution, including all provisions
of the Proposed Schedule relating thereto.
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Committee on the Executive, Militia and Civil Officers The subject matter of Article V, Executive, Article VII,
Appointing Power and Tenure of Office, excepting Section II,
paragraph 1, paragraph (2), paragraph 3 so far as it relates
to the clerk of the Supreme Court and the clerk of the
Court of Chancery, paragraph 4 and paragraph 7, of the
present New Jersey Constitution, including all provisions
of the Proposed Schedule relating thereto.
Committee on the Judiciary - The subject matter of
Article VI, Judiciary, and of Article IV, Legislative,
Section VII, paragraph 10, and of Article VII, Appointing
Power and Tenure of Office, Section II, paragraph 1, paragraph (2), paragraph 3 so far as it relates to the clerk
of the Supreme Court and the clerk of the Court of Chancery, paragraph 4 and paragraph 7, of the present New Jersey Constitution, including all provisions of the Proposed
Schedule relating thereto.
Committee on Taxation and Finance - The subject matter
of Article I, Rights and Privileges, paragraphs 19 and 20,
Article IV, Legislative, Section VI, paragraphs 2, 3, and
4 and Section VII, paragraphs 6 and 12, of the present New
Jersey Constitution, including all provisions of the Proposed Schedule
relating thereto.
Rule 16. The Committee on Arrangement and Form shall
examine and correct the proposals which are referred to it
for the purpose of avoiding inaccuracies, repetitions and
inconsistencies and shall arrange the same in the proper
order in the proposed new Constitution or the part or parts
thereof to be submitted and shall report thereon to the
Convention, but the Committee shall have no authority to
change the sense or purpose of any proposal referred to it
and if any 5 delegates shall object to any report of said
Committee on the ground that said report has changed the
sense or purpose of any such proposal, the proposal shall
be referred to a Special Committee on Arrangement and Form
consisting of 10 delegates included in which shall be not
less than 3 of the 5 delegates objecting to said report.
Rule 17. The Committee on Submission and Address to
the People shall consider and make recommendations to
the Convention as to the matters and things provided by
these rules to be referred to it and as to such other
matters and things as may be referred to it by order of
the Convention.
Rule 18. The Committee on Rules, Organization and Business Affairs shall, subject to the directions of the Convention:
(a) Consider and report upon such changes in the rules
of the Convention and changes in its organization as
shall be referred to it by the Convention from time to
time;
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(b) Be in charg e of the business affairs of the Convention, the c h ecking and auditing of its expenditures, the supervision and control of the Convention
Hall and other quarters available to the Convention,
the supervision and control of the employees of the
Convention, the contracting for and the purchase of
such furniture, equipment, supplies and services as
the Convention may require and the provision for the
proper distribution of the same, and shall make rules
and regulations in connection therewith;
(c) Examine and certify to the President and Secretary
the correctness of all bills rendered to the Convention;
(d) Perform such other duties as the Convention may,
from time to time, direct, and report to the Convention,
from time to time, as it may deem desirable or as the
Convention may require, as to the performance of its
duties.
Rule 19. The Committee on Credentials, Printing and
Authentication of Documents shall supervise the preparation for printing and the printing of all proposals, Committee proposals, reports and other documents, with their
amendments, ordered to be printed by the Convention, and
shall ascer tain that they are accurately and correctly
printed. The Committee shall, subject to the approval
of the Committee on Rules, Organization and Business
Affairs of the Convention, contract for all printing for
the Convention and supervise the carrying out of any contract so made and certify to the Committee on Rules, Organization and Business Affairs the correctness of all
bills rendered for printing.
Rule 20. All resolutions for the printing of an extra
number of documents shall be referred, as of course, to
the Committee on Credentials, Printing and Authentication
of Documents, for its report thereon before final action
by the Convention.
Rule 21. All resolutions authorizing or contemplating
the expenditure of money shall be referred to the Committee on Rules, Organization and Business Affairs, for its
report thereon before final action by the Convention.
Rule 22. No Committee shall sit during the sessions of
the Convention without special leave.
Rule 23. The report of a minority of any Committee shall
be received and printed and on motion of any delegate, the
Convention, by an affirmative vote of at least 41 delegates, may substitute such minority report and any proposal
submitted therewith for the majority report and for any
proposal submitted therewith.
In the event any Committee
is evenly divided on any matter pending before it, the
Chairman shall refer such matter back to the Convention
without recommendations.
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Rule 24. Public hearings before each of the General
Standing Committees addressed to the subject matter, lying
within its consideration in accordance with these rules
or referred to it, shall be held as and when ordered by
the Convention, by general or special order, and according to uniform rules to be made by the Committee on Rules,
Organization and Business Affairs governing the notice to
be given to the public of such hearings, and the method
of conducting the same.
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Rule 25. The Convention may upon motion resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole for consideration of proposals for the revision, alteration or reformation of the
subject matter of the present Constitution.
In forming
the Committee of the Whole, the President of the Convention shall appoint a chairman to preside.
Rule 26. Before a proposal shall be considered by the
Committee of the Whole, any delegate (the chairman of the
General Standing Committee in charge of the proposal having prior right) shall be privileged to move a limitation
upon the time of debate and consideration by the Committee,
and the Convention may fix in advance of consideration,
a time for the Committee to rise and report.
Rule 27. Upon a proposal being submitted to the Committee of the Whole, the same shall be read by the Secretary
and then read and debated as may be determined by the
Committee. All amendments made to reports, resolutions
and other matters submitted to the Committee of the Whole
shall be noted and reported. After the report by the
Committee of the Whole the proposal shall be subject to be
debated and amended on the floor of the Convention.
Rule 28. The rules of the Convention shall be observed
in the Committee of the Whole so far as they are applicable. Where there are no provisions, the proceedings
shall be controlled by Cushing's Manual of Parliamentary
Practice.
Rule 29. Forty-one delegates shall be a quorum for the
Committee of the Whole to do business; and if the Committee finds itself without a quorum, the Chairman shall
cause the roll of the Convention to be called and thereupon the Committee shall rise, the President resume the
chair and the Chairman report to the Convention the cause
of the rising of the Committee.
Rule 30. A motion for the rising of the Committee of
the Whole shall always be in order unless a member of the
Committee is speaking or a vote is being taken, and shall
be decided without debate.
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ORDER OF BUSINESS, MOTIONS, DECORUM AND DEBATE
Rule 31. At meetings of the Convention the order of business shall be as follows (except at times set apart for the
consideration of special orders):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Calling Convention to order.
Prayer.
Reading of Journal.
Roll Call.
Presentation of petitions, memorials and remonstrances.
Reports of standing committees.
Reports of select committees.
Introduction and first reading of proposals.
Reference of proposals.
Motions and resolutions.
Unfinished business.
Special orders of the day.
General orders of the day.

Rule 32. Consideration of the general orders of the day
shall be in the following order:
1. Consideration by Committee of the Whole.
2. Reports of the Committee of the Whole.
3. Committee Reports and Proposals reported from Committees.
4. Second reading and action on reports of the Committee on Arrangement and Form, as to arrangement and
phraseology only.
5. Third reading and agreement.
If the matter is not considered in its order, it shall
lose its precedence for the day, but shall appear on the
calendar on the following day in its regular order. Any
matter may be made a special order of business for any
particular day or time by a majority vote of the delegates
present.
Rule 33. Any subject matter having been made the special
order for a particular day, and not having been reached on
that day, shall be upon the order of "Unfinished Business"
on the next succeeding Convention day.
Rule 34. Upon calls of the Convention, tne names of the
delegates shall be called alphabetically.
In case of the absence of delegates, the delegates present shall take such measures as they shall deem necessary
to secure the presence of absentees.
Any delegate requesting to be excused from voting may
make, when his name is called, a brief statement of the
reasons for making such request, not exceeding three minutes in time, and the Convention, without debate, shall
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decide if it will grant such request; or any delegate may
explain his vote, for not exceeding three minutes; but
nothing in this rule shall abridge the right of any dele gate to record his vote on any question previous to the
announcement of the result.
Rule 35. After a question has been stated by the Presi dent, and the calling of the roll has begun by the Secretary, the President shall not recognize a delegate for any
purpose whatever until the call shall have been completed.
Rule 36. The vote upon any question shall be taken by
the yeas and nays and entered upon the journal of the Convention, on motion made and seconded before the question
is put and upon the request of at least 5 delegates.
Rule 37. The rules of Parliamentary Practice comprised
in Cushing's Manual of Parliamentary Practice shall govern
in all cases in which they are not inconsistent with the
standing rules and orders of the Convention.
Rule 38. Any rule of the Convention may be suspended or
repealed, altered or amended by a vote of at least 41
delegates and any amendments offered shall lie on the
table one day before being voted upon.
Rule 39. When a motion is made it shall be stated by
the President, or being in writing, it shall be handed to
the Secretary and read aloud by him before being debated.
Rule 40. Every motion shall be reduced to writing if
the President or any delegate shall request it and shall
be entered upon the Journal, together with the name of
the delegate making it, unless withdrawn or ruled out of
order by the President before discussion.
Rule 41. After a motion has been stated by the President, or read by the Secretary and seconded by a delegate, it shall be deemed to be in the possession of the
Convention, but may be withdrawn at any time before
decision or amendment.
Rule 42. When a question is under consideration by
the Convention only the following motions shall be received; which motions shall have precedence in the order
stated, viz. :
Motions to, or for:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Adjourn.
} Not amendable
Recess.
or debatable
Call of the Convention. except as
Lay on the table.
hereinafter
Previous question.
provided.
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6. Postpone indefinitely. Not amendable, but debatable.
7. Postpone to a certain time. Debatable and amendable.
8. Go into Committee of the Whole.
Debatable and amendable.
9. Commit (or recommit) to Committee of the Whole. Debatable and amendable.
10. Commit (or recommit) to a standing committee. Debatable and amendable.
11. Commit (or recommit) to a select committee.
Debatable
and amendable.
12. Close debate at a specified time.
Not debatable,
but amendable.
13. Amend. Debatable and amendable.
(Numbers 7 to 12, both inclusive, preclude debate on
Main Question) .
The motion to adjourn, to take a recess, and to adjourn
for a longer period than one day, shall always be in order,
and the last motion shall be amendable and debatable.
Calls for information, for reading a paper, for division
of a divisible question, for division of the house, for
the yeas and nays, and a motion for reconsideration shall
always be in order, but shall not be amendable or debatable.
An appeal from the decision of the chair may be taken at
any stage of the proceedings.
Rule 43. The previous question shall be put in this form,
" Shall the main question be now put?" It shall be admitted
when demanded by a majority of the delegates present, a
quorum being present, and its effects shall be, if decided
a ffirmatively, to put an end to all debate and bring the
Convention to a direct vote upon pending amendments, if
a n y, to the main question, and then upon the main question,
but if decided in the negative, to leave the main question
and amendments, if any, under debate for the remainder of
the sitting, unless sooner disposed of by taking the question,
or in some other manner. All incidental questions
of order arising after a motion is made for the previous
question, and pending such motion, shall be decided,
whether on appeal or otherwise, without debate.
Rule 44. A motion to reconsider any vote must be made
before the end of the 2nd convention day after the day on
which the vote proposed to be reconsidered was taken, and
by a delegate who voted in the majority and the same majority shall be required to adopt a motion to reconsider
as was required to take the action to be reconsidered.
When a motion for reconsideration is decided, that decision shall not be reconsidered, and no question shall be
twice reconsidered; nor shall any vote be reconsidered
upon either of the following motions:
To adjourn.
To lay on the table.
To take from the table; or
For the Previous Question.
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Rule 45. MY delegate may call for the division of a
question which is in its nature divisible. A motion to
strike out and insert shall be deemed indivisible; but a
motion to strike out being lost, shall neither preclude
amendment nor a motion to strike out and insert.
Rule 46. No delegate shall speak more than twice on
1 question,
or longer than 15 minutes the first, or
longer than 5 minutes the second time, or more than once
until other delegates who have not spoken shall speak if
they so desire, without first obtaining leave of the Convention; and the mover of the proposition shall have the
right to close the debate, provided that the person in
charge of a proposal on third reading and final agreement
shall have the right, if he desires, to close the debate
and he may announce such desire at any time before the
taking of the vote on the question.
Rule 47. No delegate rising to debate, to give a
notice, make a motion, or present a paper of any kind,
shall proceed until he shall have addressed the President and been recognized by him as entitled to the floor.
Rule 48. While the President is putting a question or
a count is being had no delegate shall speak or leave his
pl_ace; and while a member is speaking no delegate shall
entertain any private discourse or pass between him and
the chair.
Rule 49. When a motion to adjourn, or for recess,
shall be carried, no delegate or officer shall leave his
place until the adjournment or recess shall be declared
by the President.
Rule 50. My delegate may at any time rise and speak
to a question of personal privilege.
No delegate speaking to a question of personal privilege shall be subject
to any rule of the Convention limiting the time a delegate may speak.
PROPOSALS, SUBMISSION AND ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE
Rule 51. No proposal for revision, alteration or reformation of the present Constitution which does not
comply with the Convention's instructions as voted by
the people shall be introduced in, reported by any
Committee to, or agreed upon by, the Convention.
Rule 52. Each proposal shall receive 3 separate readings in the Convention previous to being agreed upon,
but no proposal shall be read twice on the same day or
be considered on third reading until after at least 48
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hours notice, of the day upon which it is to be so considered, has been given by mail to each delegate or by
announcement made in open session of the Convention.
All proposals may be read by their titles but no
proposal shall be read the third time by its title unless
copies thereof have been distributed and are on the delegates' desks before such reading. No amendment shall be
received to any proposal on its third reading unless by
unanimous consent of the delegates present.
All proposals shall, after the first reading, be
printed for the use of the members.
Printed copies of
proposals shall be used on their second and third readings.
Rule 53. The regular order to be taken by proposals,
introduced in the Convention and Committee Proposals reported to the Convention shall be as follows:
(a) Introduction, first reading, and printing of 300
copies of each proposal.
(b) Reference to a General Standing Committee by the
President.
(c) Report by Committee of a Report and Committee
Proposal, and printing of 500 copies thereof.
Four Con vention days after the filing of said Report,
the Report shall be placed on the general orders.
(d) Second Reading: Consideration by the Conve ntion
and action on amendments offered by delegates to the
Convention.
If consideration in the Committee of the Whole is
moved and adopted, then such Committee, after consideration, shall make its Report to the Convention, which
Report shall be di spose d of before amendments are offere d
by delegates to the Convention.
(e) Reference to the Committee on Arrangement and Form
for report within 3 Convention days.
(f) Report of the Committee on Arrangement and Form,
and printing of 500 copies.
(g) Action on Report of Committee on Arrangement and
Form; consideration and action on amendments as to
arrangement and phraseology only, offered by delegates
to the Convention; action on the Report as amended and
printing of 500 copies.
(h) Third reading and agreement, without amendment.
(i) Reference to Committee on Submission and Address
to the People as to manner of submission to the people.
(j) Report of Committee on Submission and Address to
the People as to manner of submission.
(k) Action on Report of Committee on Submission and
Address to the People as to manner of submission only.
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(1) Reference to the Committee on Arrangement and Form
for arrangement of Sections and Article or Articles and
for form.
(m) Report of Committee on Arrangement and Form as to
arrangement of Sections and Article or Articles and
printing of 500 copies.
(n) Agreement upon manner of submission without amendment and printing of 500 copies.
Rule 54. A proposal revising, altering or reforming the
present Constitution or any part thereof in any manner
shall be introduced by one or more delegates or by a
Committee of the Convention or reported to the Convention
by a General Standing Committee as a committee proposal.
Rule 55. Each proposal shall be in quadruplicate, shall
be typewritte n with 1 original copy and 3 carbon copies
thereof, or printed, shall be endorsed on the back with
the caption and the signature of all delegates or of the
Chairman of the General Standing Committee introducing or
reporting it.
Rule 56. The caption of each proposal shall be
"Constitutional Convention of New Jersey of 1947
Proposal
Introduced by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......•.....
(Name of delegate or Chairman of
Committee)"
Rule 57. Each proposal shall contain a short title stating conc isely the general nature of its subject matter and
it shall be indicated there in the Article, Section and
paragraph of the present Constitution intended to be revised, altered or reformed thereby.
If any proposal is
intended to revise, alter or reform the present Constitution by the addition of any Article, Section or paragraph,
the title shall state the place in the present Constitution
at which the new Article, Section or paragraph logically
belongs.
Rule 58. Each proposal shall be in the form of a resolution as follows:
"RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as part of
the proposed new State Constitution."
Rule 59. Each proposal introduced shall be presented in
quadruplicate to the Secretary for introduction . The Secretary shall number all proposals as they are presented
and make a list of them.
At each Session of the Convention
the Secretary shall read the number and title of each
proposal so presented to him for introduction afte r the
last session of the Convention, which shall be taken as
the first reading of the proposal and as the ordering
thereof to a second reading, and the President shall thereupon refer it to a General Standing Committee.
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Rule 60. It shall be the duty of the President to consider each proposal for revision, alteration or reformation of the subject matter of the present New Jersey Constitution, introduced in the Convention or submitted to
the Convention and to refer it to the General Standing
Committee whose duty it is under these rules to consider
proposals dealing with the subject matter therein dealt
with, and where a proposal embraces subject matter which
falls within the proper consideration of several committees, the President, where practicable, shall divide the
proposals and refer them to the appropriate committees;
but if they are not subject to such division, the President shall have authority to refer them to an appropriate
committee with instruction to consult with other committees on related matters.
Any proposal which does not comply with the provisions
of these rules relating to its form shall be referred to
the appropriate Committee as a petition.
Rule 61. The original of each proposal introduced
shall be delivered by the Secretary to the printer for
printing, 1 copy shall be retained by the Secretary until
the original is returned to him, 1 copy shall be made
available to the Press and 1 copy shall be delivered to
the Chairman of the General Standing Committee to which
the proposal has been referred. The original of each
proposal introduced, after being printed, shall be returned to the Secretary and be retained in his files and
the copy retained by him shall be delivered to the Bureau of Archives and History, in the State Department of
Education.
Rule 62. After July 7, 1947, no proposal shall be
introduced, except on the report or recommendation of a
General Standing or Select Committee, or by unanimous
consent.
Rule 63. At such dates as may be convenient after
July 7, 1947, and not later than July 31, 1947, each
General Standing Committee shall submit to the Convention a report or reports in writing of the result of its
deliberations in connection with the subject matters
within its consideration under these rules and the proposals referred to it.
Rule 64. Each Committee Report shall be accompanied
by a Committee proposal containing a complete Article or
other appropriate subdivision or group of Articles or
subdivisions of the proposed new Constitution recommended
for consideration and agreement upon by the Convention
and the Report shall state as to each Proposal referred
to the Committee and relating to the subject matter of
the Report and Committee Proposal, whether it (1) has
been adopted in whole in the Committee Proposal, or
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or (2) has been adopted in part in the Committee Proposal, or (3) has been disapproved, or (4) has been disposed of in such manner as may be indicated.
Rule 65. Each General Standing Committee may originate and report without specific reference, any Committee
proposal the subject matter of which properly falls
within the consideration of such Committee under these
rules.
Rule 66. The report by any General Standing Committee
of a Committee Proposal shall be taken as the first reading of such Committee Proposal and it shall be ordered to
a second reading without reference.
No proposal other
than a Committee Proposal shall have a second reading
except by a vote of at least 41 delegates to the Convention.
Rule 67. Each amendment offered to a proposal before
being read, shall be presented to the Secretary, in
quadruplicate, either typewritten, with 1 original and
3 carbon copies thereof, or printed, and shall be entered
in the Journal. The Secretary shall forward the original
to the printer for printing, shall retain 1 copy until
the original is returned to him, 1 copy shall be made
available to the Press and 1 copy shall be delivered to
the Chairman of the General Standing Committee in charge
of the proposal intended to be amended. The original of
each amendment, after being printed, shall be returned to
the Secretary and shall be retained in his files and the
copy, retained by him, shall be delivered to the Bureau
of Archives and History in the State Department of Education.
Rule 68. Any proposal which has passed its second reading together with all amendments thereto, shall be referred to the Committee on Arrangement and Form for consideration as provided by these rules and when reported
by said Committee shall be subject to consideration and
amendment as to arrangement and phraseology only and if
any such amendment be adopted, shall be again referred
to the Committee on Arrangement and Form for similar consideration and report thereof, and if said Committee's
report shall be adopted, it shall be ordered to be
printed and to third reading.
Rule 69. Proposals which have passed two readings
together with all amendments thereto shall be prepared
by the Secretary in proper form for printing for third
reading and when the Secretary receives from the printer
any proposal ordered to a third reading and the same
shall be found correct, he shall affix an official stamp
to each page of the copy to be used as the official copy.
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Rule 70.
On the question of the agreement upon any
proposal on third reading, the vote shall be taken by
yeas and nays and entered on the Journal, and no proposal
shall be declared adopted unless at least 41 delegates to
the Convention shall have voted in favor of the adoption
of the same.
Rule 71. All proposals agreed upon by the Convention
shall be referred to the Committee on Submission and
Address to the People and such Committee shall consider
and report to the Convention recommending the method and
manner of submitting them to the people in accordance
with law and particularly as to whether such proposals,
and all provisions of the present Constitution, if any,
which have not been revised, altered or reformed by the
Convention shall be submitted by framing a Constitution
to be submitted as a whole to the people for adoption or
rejection, or whether the proposals revising, altering
or reforming the present Constitution shall be submitted
by framing 1 or more parts of a Constitution, each to be
so submitted to the people that they may adopt or reject
in any part, designating and describing in its report
the part or parts of a Constitution so to be submitted,
and whether they or any one of them shall be submitted
by framing 1 or more parts, designating the describing
in its report the part or parts, to be submitted in the
alternative in order that the people may adopt any of
the alternatives or reject any or all of them.
Rule 72. The manner of submission to the People of
the Convention's Proposal shall be agreed upon by resolution of the Convention by the affirmative vote of at
least 41 delegates but after a Constitution or part or
parts of a Constitution have been framed and before
final agreement thereon, the Convention shall refer to
the Committee on Arrangement and Form, the Constitution
or part or parts of a Constitution so framed, for submission for arrangement in proper order and form and
report thereon, and upon the coming in of said Report,
the Convention shall by the affirmative vote of at
least 41 delegates agree upon the final form of the
Constitution or part or parts of a Constitution so to
be submitted and the manner of submission thereof.
Rule 73.
When the Convention by the affirmative vote
of not less than 41 delegates shall have agreed upon its
proposals and shall have agreed upon and framed the final
form of the Constitution or part or parts of a Constitution
and the manner of submission to the people according to law,
an original and 2 true copies thereof shall be prepared and
signed by the President and Secretary of the Convention and
delivered to the Governor and a printed copy of the proposed
Constitution or the part or parts thereof shall be delivered
by the Secretary to each member of the Legislature.
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Rule 74. When the Convention shall have agreed upon
its proposals and the manner of their submission it shall
refer to the Committee on Submission and Address to the
People, and such Committee shall consider and report to
the Convention, in what manner the question or questions,
to be placed upon the ballot submitting to the people the
proposed Constitution or the part or parts thereof agreed
upon, shall be framed and whether it is deemed appropriate
that an interpretative statement shall be placed thereon
or should be dispensed with and in what form such interpretative statement should be framed.
Rule 75. There shall also be referred to the Committee
on Submission and Address to the People the preparation
of an Address to the People consisting of a summary and
explanation of the proposed Constitution or the part or
parts agreed upon and the making of such directions, if
any, to officials and others for submission to the people
of the Constitution or the part or parts agreed upon and
for notice and publication of the same and of the Address
and for the distribution of copies thereof to such persons,
places and institutions through the office of the Secretary
of State or other persons and at such times and in such
manner as may seem desirable and proper and the said Committee shall prepare such an Address and report the same
and shall report also as to the other matters so referred
to it to the Convention for its action thereon.
Rule 76. The Convention may act upon the matters so
referred to said committee by Resolution adopted by the
affirmative vote of at least 41 delegates but it shall
proceed to arrange for submission of the Constitution
or part or parts thereof to the people or make any direction in connection therewith only after certification by
the Secretary of State to it that the proposed document
and part or parts thereof comply with the instructions
as voted by the people.
Rule 77. In framing, adopting and agreeing upon:
(1) a Constitution to be submitted as a whole, to the
people for adoption or rejection, or in framing one
or more parts of a Constitution, each to be submitted
to the people in accordance with law; and
(2) the Question or Questions, to be placed upon the
ballot, submitting to the people for adoption or rejection the proposed Constitution or the part or
parts agreed upon; and
(3) any Interpretative Statement to be placed upon said
ballot; and
(4) an Address to the People; and
(5) any Determinations as to directions to officials and
others for the submission to the people of the Constitution or the part or parts agreed upon and for notice
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and publication of the same and of the Address and as
to the distribution of copies thereof to such persons,
places and institutions through the office of the
Secretary of State or other persons and at such times
and in such manner as it shall determine and any
direction that its provisions or any of them for notice
and publication and distribution shall be in lieu of
any other provisions of law relating to public questions and any requirement and determination of the
method of submission of the question or questions,
which it may frame, by the use of voting machines or
with paper ballots or with the use of voting machines
and paper ballots;
the vote shall be taken by the yeas and nays and entered
upon the Journal.
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CHAPTER VII

NEW MEXICO CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

1969

CONVENTION RULES

-112-

1
2

CHAPTER I - GENERAL PROVISIONS

3

4

5

1.

Quotu.Lm - A majority of all the delegates elected to the con-

6 vention constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business, but a
7 smaller number may adjourn the convention from da~ to day and may also
8 compel the attendance of absent delegates by means provided in these
9 rules.
10

A majori t y of the delegates elected may prescribe penalties for

the non-attendance of delegates.

11

12

2.

Adoption 06 Mo.ti..orto - When a quorum is obtained, the affirma-

13

tive vote of a majority of the delegates present and voting Is suffi-

14

cient for the adoption of any motion or the taking of any action, except

15 as provided elsewhere in these rules.
16
17

18

3.
A.

Acimi.66~on to Floo~ - No person shall be admitted to the

19

floor of the convention, other than a delegate, officer or e~loyee of

20

the convention, accredited news correspondent or person Invited by the

21

president to sit with him.

22

ventlon 11 means the chamber of the New Mexico house of representatives,

23

excluding the gallery.

24

B.

25

As used in these rules,

11

floor of the con-

Rec.o~d 06 PM~eedlng6 - A taped record in g will be made of

all sessions and proceedings of the committee of the whole and of the
convention sessions and wi 11 be fl led in the state archives.
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CHAPTER II - OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

1

2
3

4.

066~cell-o 06 the Conve.YLti..on -

The office rs of the conven ti on a re

4

the president, the first vice president, the second vice pr es ide nt, the

5

third vice president and the fourth vice president.

6

be e~ected from among the delegates by a secret vote of a ma j o rity o f

7

all the delegates elected to the convention.

8

a first, second, third and fourth vice president from among the del egates

9

and such vice presidents shall not serve as conrnittee chairmen.

The pr es id en t shall

The president sh a ll appoi nt

The

10

officers of the convention shall receive no additional compensation for

11

their duties.

12
13

5,

Empioyeu 06 the Conventlon - The employees of the conventi on

14

consist of the chief clerk, the sergeant at arms, the parliamentarian,

15

the journal clerks and such other employees as may be necessary to aid

16

the convention in its work.

17

of employees shall be determined by the president.

The number, classification and compensation

18
19

6.

S.ta66 A6~.l6.ta.nce to .the Conve.nti.on -

Staff assistance to the

20

convention provided by the legislative council service and the attorney

21

general shall be coordinated by the president and the agency head.

22

staff member of the assisting agency may be permitted on the floor of

23

the convention upon request of the president, if the convention busines s

24

under consideration at that time requires his presence.

25
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A

1

].

Vu..ti..u 06 :the P1t.e6-tdent - The president shall:

A.

2

preside at all sessions of the convention and perform all

3

duties usually possessed and performed by presiding officers of con-

4

stituent assemblies;

5

B.

preserve order and decorum;

6

C.

speak to points of order and, subject to an appeal to the

7

convention, decide all points of order;

8

9

D.

chairman, vice chairman and members of all committees;

10
11

E.

F.

be the chief executive of the convention and have general

supervision of all officers and employees; and

14
15

appoint and assign duties to all employees of the con-

vention where vacancies or need occurs;

12
13

in consultation with the vice presidents, appoint the

G.

assign the use of corm1ittee rooms and other facilities of

the convention.

16

17

8.

TempoJtaJr,y P1t.e6icun.g

06Mc.VLh -

The president may appoint any

18

delegate to preside temporarily at any session of the convention, but

19

for not longer than one day without leave of the convention.

20

dent shall name a delegate to serve as chairman of the comnittee of the

21

whole but for not longer than one day.

The presi-

22
23

9.

Vdc.anc.y - In the event of a vacancy in the office of president by

24

death, resignation or otherwise, the convention shall, by majority vote of

25

those delegates elected to the convention, elect a president to fill the
vacancy.
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l
2

10.

Voting by P~etiident - The president shall vote on all roll

calls, and his name shall be called last by the chief clerk.

3
4

11.

Vice P~uidertni - The vice presidents shall assist the presi-

5

dent in the performance of his duties.

6

president, or in the event of his temporary Inability to preside, his

7

duties shall devolve upon the first vice president, or if the first

8

vice president Is also absent or unable to preside, upon the second vice

9

president, or if the second vice president ls also absent or unable to

10

preside, upon the third vice president, or if the third vice president

11

Is also absent or unable to preside, upon the fourth vice president.

12

As used In th Is rule,

13

not to exceed five consecutive days.

11

In the temporary absence of the

temporary i nab i 1 i ty 11 means an absence or i nab i 11 ty

14
15
16

12.

Clt.ieo C£.Vtk. A.

The chief clerk ls the chief administrative officer of the

17

convention and is primarily responsible for its administration under the

18

direction of the president.

19

authority of the president, is responsible for the employment and asslgn-

20

ment of personnel and supervision of the payroll and accounting,

21

shall also prepare the convention's budget and supervise the acquisition

22

and care of facilities, services and supplies needed by the convention.

23
24
25

B.

The chief clerk, under the supervision and

He

The chief clerk shall also:
(l)

call the roll at the opening of each session of the

convention, after which the president shall announce whether or not a
continued .•.••
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l

quorum is present;

2

(2)

prepare and place on the desk of ~ach delegate a

3

calendar of the business of the convention for each day, as provided in

4

these rules;

5

(3)

prepare for reproduc tion all reports and committee

6

proposals and other documents wh i ch are required to be reproduced by

7

the convention;

{4)

8

preserve all proposals, reports of committees and

9

all other records, books, documents and papers of the convention, and

10

after the adjournment of the convention, deliver them for deposit and

11

preservation in the state archives; and

(5)

12
13

cause and supervise the keeping and preparation of

a journal of the proceedings of the convention .

14

15

13.

SeJtge..ant a.t Altm6 - The sergeant at arms shall perform his

16

duties subject to the supervision of the chief clerk.

17

ized assistants shall be in constant attendance upon the sessions of the

18

convention and in the lobb ie s, gallery and passages and rooms connected

19

the rewith, and in the committee rooms when a cormilttee is in session.

20

The sergeant at arms shall see that no person is admitted to or remains

21

on the floor of the convention unless entitled to the privileges thereof.

22

He shall execute the orders of the president and of the convention to-

23

gether with all processes issued by the convention.

24
25
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He and his author-

1

14.

Pa/lLlamen:t.aJti.a.n - The parliamentarian of the convention Is

2

the advisor to the presiding officer and to each committee chairman on

3

all matters of parliamentary law.

4

delegate of the convention and shall be a person learned in parliamen-

5

tary Jaw.

6

of, and shall be made by, the presiding officer.

The parliamentarian shall not be a

All parliamentary rulings, however, are the responsibility

7
8
9

10
11

12
13

14

15
16
17

18
19
20

21
22

23
24
25
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CHAPTER III - DELEGATES
15. Seating - Delegates shall be seated in the convention
chambe r by alphabetical order, beginning with the first row
from right to left as they face the president's chair.
Variations in this seating may be authorized for the vice presidents
and coordinator.
16. Conduct in Debate - When any delegate desires to speak
in debate or to present any matter to the convention, he shall
rise from his seat and shall not speak until recognized by the
presiding officer. A delegate may rise and address the President without waiting for recognition when he rises to: a point
of order requiring an immediate ruling, a parliamentary inquiry
requiring an immediate reply, an objection to consideration, or
an appeal of the decision of the President.
The delegate should
state his reason for rising then wait for the President to recognize him to state his point. When recognized, he shall activate his microphone and shall confine himself to the question
under consideration and avoid personalities .
He shall address
all of his remarks to "Mr . Presi dent".
17. Delegates Called to Order - The president or any delegate may challenge any other delegate who, on speaking, violates the rules of the convention .
Upon such challenge, the
president may order the speaker to sit down. The president's
order to sit down, or the failure of the president to order the
speaker to sit down, may be appealed to the convention and
sustained or overruled by a majority of the delegates present.
18. Delegates Speaking - Except for explanation, no delegate shall speak more than once in any one day at the same stage
of the question without permission of the president as long as
any delegate who has not debated the matter desires to speak.
No person, other than a delegate, shall address the convention,
with the following exception:
the parliamentarian may address
the convention on matters of parliamentary law when requested
to do so by the president.
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19. Interruption of a Delegate - No delegate shall be
interrupted when speaking except for a point of order requiring an immediate ruling, a parliamentary inquiry requiring an immediate reply, an objection to consideration, or an
appeal of the decision of the President. No motion shall be
in order until the delegate has concluded and no question
shall be asked of him except that which is asked through the
president and with the consent of the delegate.
20. Closing Debate - The primary sponsor of a motion
has the right to close debate.
The chairman of any committee
or any member of his committee designated by him is deemed the
primary sponsor of any report or proposal recommended by his
committee.
21. Attendance of Delegates - Each delegate shall be
present on the floor of the convention during each session,
unless prevented by sickness or excused by the president in
writing; the excuse shall be filed with the chief clerk.
22. Voting A. Each delegate shall vote on each question or
motion coming up before the convention when requested to do
so by the president, unless excused by a majority vote.
B. Any delegate desiring to be excused from voting
may, when his name is called, make a brief statement, not
occupying more than three minutes, of the reasons for making
such a request, and the question of excusing him shall be
decided without debate.
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1

C.

No delegate, upon a roll call vote, shall be allowed to

2

explain his vote; provided, however, that any delegate shall be allowed

3

one minute at the conc l usion of the roll call to explain his vote.

4
5

D.

Upon a mo ti on, seconded by at least five delegates, a roll

call shall be entered upon the journal of the convention.

6

E.

When his name is called on a roll call vote, a delegate

7

shall be permitted to pass only once.

8

roll the first time, the chief clerk shall call in order the names of

9

those delegates having passed and they sha 11 be required to vote

10

Upon completion of calling the

11

aye 11

or "nay" the second time their names are cal led.

11

12

23.

Vecoll.Um - During a session of the convention, no person shall

13

speak to another, read a newspaper while matters are being presented to

14

the convention, walk out of or across the floor of the convention while

15

the president is putting a question, pass between a delegate who Is

16

speaking and the chair, or otherwise interrupt the business of the con-

17

venti on.

18
19

24.

Smolu.ng, Ea.ting and Vunlu..ng - Smoking, eating and drink 1ng

20

on the floor of the convention or in the galleries while the convention

21

is in session shall be at the pleasure of the president.

22

25.

23

Quutioru.ng Ve.lega.tu - No delegate shall be questioned in any

24

other forum for any speech or debate or for any vote cast in the conven-

25

ti on.
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1

26 .

Contut

06 Uec;tlon -

No protest or petition contest i ng the

2

e l ect i on or selec t ion of any de legate shall be received or considered

3

un less f il ed with i n ten days after the adopt ion of these rules or with i n

4

t en days after the appo i ntmen t of any de l egate.

5
6

7
8

9

10

11

12
13

14
15
16

17
18

19
20

21
22

23
24

25
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CHAPTER IV - COMMITTEES

1

2

27.

3

4

s
6

Sta.ruii.ng

are:
A.

9

10

oorrmittee on biZZ of :rights, which shall consider the pre-

amble, boundaries, bi 11 of rights and distribution of po,,.,ers;
B.

7

8

Corrmltteu - The standing conTTlittees of the convention

oommittee on ZegisZatu:Pe, which shall consider the legls-

lature, referendum and apportionment;

c.

committee on exeoutive, which shall consider the executive

and public institutions;

11

D.

oorrmittee on judiaia:ry, which shall consider the judiciary;

12

E.

cormrittee on eZections, whi~h shall consider elections,

13

suffrage, amendments~ miscellaneous and other provisions assigned by the

14

president;

15

F.

corrmittee on education, which shall consider education;

16

G.

oorrmittee on revenue, which shall consider finance, tax-

17

ation and public lands;

18

19
20

21

H.

oommittee on natural reaoUJ"oeB, which shall consider water

and compacts, wildlife, minerals and environment;
I.

oorrmittee on ZooaZ government, which shall consider local

govern~nt.

22
23
24

25
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l

28.

2

Specla.l Comnlttee.6 A.

There sha11 be a special comnlttee of the conventlen

3

which sha11 be knc,..,n as the corrmittee on pubZia information.

4

committee shal1 be appointed as standing committees are appointed.

5

The corrmittee on pub Zia information sha 11 consider and I mp lement mea-

6

sures to constantly Inform the people of this state on the actions,

7

procedures, recon-rnendations and activities of the convention.

8

also prepare and present to the convention for Its approval a report

9

to the people outlining the results of the con~ention's work and the

10

B.

15

16

17

There shall be a aormrittee on aty1.e, which shall include

drafting, arrangement and transitions.

13

14

It sha11

proposed changes recorrmended in the constitution.

11

12

This

C.

There shall be a committee on ru1.es, which shall consider

ru1es, credentials and business of the convention.
29.

S~ze

06

ComnU:.:tee.6 - No standing conmittee shall have more

than twenty members.
30.

Comnlttee SVLvice - No delegate may serve on more than two

18

standing conrnittees; provided, that the president shall be automatically

19

a member, without vote, on all committees of the convention,

20

man of any standing committee shall be a member of any other conrnlttee

21

except .that all committee chairmen shall be ex officio menbers of the

22

cormti.ttee on rules.

23
24

25
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No chair-

1

31.

Sub~orrmlt~eeo - A committee. by affirmative vote of a majority

2

of Its members present, may authorize the committee chairman to appoint

3

subcommittees composed of delegates who are members of the corrrnlttee.

4

Reports of subcom~ittees shall be made only to the parent committee and

5

shall be adopted by a majority vote of the parent comnlttee before being

6

recommended to the convention.

7

8

9
10

32.

Ru.te..6

on

Comnltteeo - The rules and orders of the convention,

where applicable, shall govern the parliamentary procedures of all committees of the convention.

n
12
13

33.

Meeting¢ - Each committee shall meet at the call of its chalr-

man or by written request of a majority of its members.

14
15

3~.

,S.,i;tti,.ng 01..lJt,(,ng Seo~ioM - No committee, except the ooTmlittee

16

on rules, shall sit during the sessions of the convention or of the

17

committee of the whole. without having first obtained permission from

18

the president.

19
20

35.

Corrm.Utee He.aJU.ng~ and Meetingh - All committee hearings and

21

meetings shall be open to the public.

22

lngs shall be conducted at the seat of the convention.

23

chairman, with the approval of the president, may direct that a verbatim

24

record be kept of a specified portion of its proceedings.

25

hearing or meeting shall be held without a quorum being present.
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All committee hearings and meetA committee

No committee

1

36.

Powe~ to I~cWL Expen.6e.6 - No delegate, committee or employee

2

shall incur any expense chargeable to the convention unless such expense

3

Is approved by the president or is authorized by the convention.

4

motion calling for an expenditure of money shall be acted upon by the

5

convention without first being referred to the corrmittee on rules for

6

its consideration and recommendation.

No

7
8

9

37.

'Delegau 1'Jt.opo~ah A.

A proposal for revising, altering or reforming the present

10

constitution in any manner may be filed by one or more delegates In the

11

office of the chief clerk and referred by the president, in consultation

12

with the vice presidents, to the standing committee considering the arti-

13

cle to which the proposal pertains subject to appeal to the convention.

14
15

B.

The conmittee shall permit each delegate who sponsors a

proposal to appear and testify on behalf of his proposal.

16

17
18

19
20

21

22
23
24

25
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38.

1

Comnlttee PMpot,a.lh a.n.d Repow A.

2

Each corrmlttee proposal and report shal l be adopted· by an

3

affirmative vote of a majority of the comnlttee members present and

4

vot ing.

B.

5

Each corrmittee proposal recomnending any matter for In-

6

corporat i on In the constitution shal l conta i n a complete article, other

7

subdivis i on or groups of articles or subdivisions of the constitution.

8

In the discretion of the comnittee, the proposed article or articles

9

recorrrnended to the convention may contain controversial sections stated

10

In the alternative for presentation to the voters of the state.

11

C.

Each committee proposal shall be accompanied by a report

12

which shall state the committee's reconmendatlon and disposition of

13

each delegate proposal filed with the cOfl'Wllittee as follows:

14

(1)

15

adopted in part in the committee proposal, (3)

16

or (4)

17

has been adopted In whole in the comnlttee proposal, (2)

whether It
has been

has been disapproved,

has been disposed of in such other manner as may be Indicated.
D.

The report of the conmittee shall contain enough detailed

18

Information as to the disposition by the comnlttee of Its assignment so

19

as to enable the president to determine that all subjects which should

20

be considered by the conmittee have been covered.

21
22

E.

Nothing in this rule shall be construed to prevent the sub-

mission of a minority report by members of a standing conmlttee.

23
24
25
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1

39.

2
3

A.

Each proposal shall be submitted in an original and five

6.

Each proposal shall be typewritten on 8 1/2 11 x 11" white

copies.

4
5

Fo!tm o6 PM po~ ah. -

paper, double-spaced and with 1 ines numbered from 1 to 25.

6

C.

Each proposal shall be endorsed on the first page by the

7

signature of the delegate filing it, or by the chairman of the commit-

s

tee reporting It as a committee proposal to the convention.

9

D.

Delegate proposals may be informal and need only contain

10

sufficient information to enable the corrrnittees to consider its merits.

11

All delegates' proposals shall contain footnote references to the ge n-

12

era:1 part of the constitution to which it applies, such as executive,

13

legislative, or other appropriate designation, and the article and se c-

14

tion of the existing constitution which will be amended or replaced by

15

the adoption of the proposal.

16

E.

The caption of each proposal shall be:

17

11

STATE OF NEW MEXICO

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1969
Proposal (to) (from) C001Tiittee On _ _ _ _ _ _ __

18

19
20

No.

21
22

Date

(Delegate) (Chainnan)

-------

23
24
25
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40 . V..i.6po~ili.on 06 Cop..i.u -

1

A.

2

3

1o.-l S :

(1)

4

5

(2)

one copy sha 11 be for the press sec·retary of the con-

ventlon, who shall provide additional copies for the press as needed;
. (3)

8

9

two copies shall be f il ed i n the off i ce of the chief

c l erk of the convention;

6

7

Copies of delegate proposals sha ll be d i s t r i buted as fol -

one copy shall be filed In the convention library;

and

(4)

10

the original and one copy shall be pl aced in the

11

corrrnittee 1 s files; provided the corrrnlttee secretary shall have sufficient

12

copies of the de legate proposal reproduced for the use of the corrmlttee

13

members.

14
15

8.

Copies of corrmlttee proposals shall be distributed by the

corrmittee secretary as foJJONs:
(1)

16

the original and one copy shall be filed with the

17

chief clerk, the original to be retained by the chief clerk and sent to

18

the aorrunittee on atyle together with any amendments made by the comn l ttee

19

of the whole;

20

(2)

one copy shal 1 be for the press secretary;

21

(3)

one copy shal 1 be filed In the convent ion library ;

22

(4)

one copy shal 1 be for reproduction purposes; and

23

(5)

one copy shal 1 be retained in the conmlttee 1 s f il es .

24
25
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41. Time Limit on Filing Proposals With Committee - No
delegate proposal shall be filed with or accepted by any
standing committee of the voncention later than August 25, 1969.
42. Committee Report Deadline - At such dates as may be
co~venient and no later than September 13, 1969, each standing
committee shall submit to the convention its report and proposals.

-130-

CHAPTER V

1

-

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOL E

43. Chabuna.n - When the convention resolves itse l f into the com-

2

mi ttee of the whole, the president may destgnate a delegate as chalr-

3

man thereof, and the chi ef clerk of the convention shall be the chief

4

cl er k of the corrvn i ttee of the whole.

5
6

44.

Ge.ne.JUti. O~deM 06 the Vaw - All proposals reported by any com-

7

ml ttee of the convention shall be referred to the committee of the whole

8

and kept In the file called "General Orders of the Day".

9

proposal shall be considered by the committee of the whole until the

No corrrnittee

10

th i°rd day after it has been referred to the comm It tee of the who I e and

11

has been reproduced for each delegate as provided in these rules, unless

12

the convention, by the affirmative vote of a majority of the delegates

13

present and voting, agrees to its earlier consideration.

14
15

45.

Con1>-ldeJULt<..on Ofi PMpo~~ - When the convention, In the order

16

of its business, reaches consideration of the "General Orders of the Day",

17

it shall then resolve itself into the committee of the whole to consider

18

such orders, or to consider a particular order designated by the conven-

19

tion by the affirmative vote of a majority of those present and voting.

20

No business sha 11 be in order unt 11 a 11 pend Ing "Genera 1 Orders of the Oay 11

21

have been considered or passed over, or the conmlttee of the whole has

22

risen.

23

convention out of turn, the committee of the whole shall consider, act upon

24

or pass over the " General Orders of the Day" In the order In which they were

25

referred to the col'Mllttee.

Unless a particular proposal has been specially designated by the
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l

46 . Re.a.ding, Debate and Amencbne.>tt - In the corrrnlttee of the who le,

2

proposals shall, at the request of any ten delegates, be read before being

3

debated or acted upon.

4

whole shall be submitted in writing, and if adopted, shall be noted on

5

a separate sheet of paper by the chief clerk and made a part of the re-

6

port to the convention.

All amendments proposed in the conwnlttee of the

7
8

9

47,

Motion to TU..6e - A motion that the committee of the whole rise

shall always be in order unless a member of the committee ls speaking or

10

a vote Is being taken, and such motion shall be decided without debate

11

by the affirmative vote of a majority of those present and voting.

12
13

48.

Rec.on1i,i,deJr.at<..on - A motion to reconsider shall be in order In

14

the corrrn lttee of the whole and may be adopted before the conmittee rises

15

by an aff irmative vote of a majority of those present and voting; provl-

16

ded, however , that once a motion to r econsider has been made and failed,

17

no further motion to reconsider on that vote shall be in order.

18
19

49.

App.lie.a.ti.on 06 Conve.n:ti.on Ru.tu - The rules of the convention

20

shall be observed in the committee of the whole so far as they may be ap-

21

plicable except that:

22

ventlon; the vote of a majority of the committee present and voting shall

23

govern its action; and a motion to postpone indefinitely or for a call of

24

the convention shall not be in order.

25

once In the committee of the whole.
ordered.

the cormiittee of the whole cannot adjourn the con-

A delegate may speak more than
The previous question shall not be
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CHAPTER VI - TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS

1

2
3

4

50 .

Or..d.VL 06 Vmq B~~ne..o~ - The order of a sess ion day of the

convention shall be:

5

A.

cal 1 to order;

6

B.

i nvoca ti on;

7

C•

ro 11 ca l l ;

8

D.

report of corrunittee on rules;

9

E.

corrrnunications, announcements and petitions;

10

F.

reports of other standing committees, first reading and

11

p lac i ng on general orders of the day;

12

G.

reports of special committees;

13

H.

second reading, tentative adoption of the committee of the

14

whole report and referral to committee on style;

15

I.

unfinished business;

16

J.

special orders of the day; and

17

K.

general orders of the day.

18

19
20

21
22

23
24

25
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1

51.

0/t.dVt

06 ·Con.6-ld.Vta.,U.on 06

PMpo~a.l6 - The prescr i bed order in

2

which proposals pending before the convention are to be taken up -0r

3

acted upon shal I be as follows:

4

A.

Filing of delegate proposals with the chief clerk.

5

B.

Conduct of committee hearings and meetings.

6

C.

Report of the committee proposals by the colllllittee, accept-

7

ance and placing on General Orders of the Day and reproduction by chief

8

clerk.

9

10
11

O.

Consideration, debate and amendment by corrrnittee of the

whole In the order placed on General Orders of the Day.
E.

Report by the convnittee of the whole and reference to the

12

aommittee on style for recorrrnendations as to drafting, style and phrase-

13

ology only.

14
15
16

17
18

19

F.

Report by the aommittee on style as to drafting, style and

phraseology only, second reading and tentative adoption of the proposal.
G.

Re-reference to the committee on style for arrangement and

Incorporation in final recommendation or reconvnendations of the convention.
H.

Report by the aommittee on style of final recommendati on

or recorrrnendations of the convention, third reading and final passage.

20

I.

Reference to aommittee on style for engrossing and enrolling.

21

J.

Report of aommittee on style of engrossed and enrolled recom-

22

mendations, official signing of typed or printed document or documents by

23

the president, delegates of the convention and chief clerk, and the

24

affixing of the great seal of the state by the secretary of state.

25
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1

52.

Plt.int.-uig ,i,11 Jowrnai. - No memorial, petition or remonstrance

2

addressed to the convention shall be read or printed in full in the

3

journal unless ordered read or printed In full by the affirmative vote

4

of a majority of those present and voting.

5

6

53.

Plt.ivileged Mot..i.onl> - When a question is under consideration

7

by the convention, only the following motions shall be received, which

8

motions shall have precedence in the order listed:

9

1.

adjourn;

10

2.

recess;

11

3,

reconsider;

12

4.

call of the convention;

13

5.

lay on the table;

14

6.

previous question;

15

7.

postpone to a certain time;

16

8.

go into committee of the whole (call for General Orders of

18

9.

recomm It to the corrrn it tee of the who 1e;

19

10.

recommit to a standing colTlTlittee;

20

11.

limit debate;

21

12.

to amend; and

22

13.

to postpone indefinitely.

23

Motions

17

the Day);

through 6 are not amendable or debatable, and motions to
Motions 7 through 10, and

24

ad journ and to recess are always in order.

25

motion 12 are both debatable and amendable, and preclude debate on the
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cont r nued .••.•

1

the main issue.

Motion 1 I Is not debatable but Is amendable.

2

Is not amendable but is debatable.

Motion 13

3
4

54.

01!..deJt

on

Pu:tti.ng QuM:tlon.h - All questions shall be put in

5

the order i n which they are moved, except tn the case of privl leged

6

questions.

7
8

9
10

55,

Amendmen;t Mui,t Be Ge.Mla.ne - No motion or proposition relating

t o a subject different from that under consideration shall be admitted
under color of an amendment or substitute.

11

12

56,

Viv.Ui on

06 QuM.tlon

- Any delegate may call for a division

13

of t he quest i on, which shall be divided if ft Includes propositions

14

whi ch are so di s ti nct In substance that when one ls removed or deferred,

15

a substant i ve pr oposition remains for the decision of the convention.

16

mot i on to str ike out and i nsert shall not be subject to division within

17

th e mean i ng of thi s ru l e.

18

19
20

21
22

23
24

25
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A

l

57.

The PJt£.viotl6 QuM:t<..on - The method of ordering the previous

2

quest ion sh all be as foll ows:

3

tion and, unless otherwise stated, the motion shall apply to the pending

4

question only.

5

shall put the quest ion, "Shall the main question now be pu t?"

6

shall be ordered only by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the delegates

7

present and vot ing.

8

question and pr ior to the ordering of the same, a call of the convention

9

may be moved an d ordered, but after ordering the previous question noth-

any delegate may move the previous ques-

When such motion is seconded, the presiding off i cer
This

After the seconding of a motion for the previous

10

ing shall be in order prior to the decision of the pending question or

11

questions, except demands for ayes and nays, points of order, appeals

12

from a decision of the chair and a motion to adjourn or to recess.

13

The effect of ordering the previous question shall be to put an

14

end to all debate and to bring the convention to a direct vote upon the

15

pending question or questions in their order down to and including the

16

main question; provided, however, that when the previous question is

17

ordered, amendments then on the chief clerk 1 s desk shall be acted upon.

18

If the convention refuses to order the previous question, the con-

19

vention shall resume consideration of the pending subject as thought no

20

motion for the previous question had been made.

21
22
23
24

25
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1

58.

MoUon to Rec.on.6,i,d~t - Any delegate may move for a reconsider-

2

at i on of any question at the same or next succeeding session day ·of the

3

convention but not thereafter.

4

cha i rman, may move for a reconsider~tion on any subsequent session day

5

if the chairman gives one session day's notice in writing of its inten-

6

t i on to do so to the chief clerk, and such notice is announced in open

7

s ession and en t ered i n the journal.

8

dence over a l l other motions, except a motion to adjourn or a motion to

9

recess.

The committee on style, through its

A motion to reconsider takes prece-

When a delegate's motion to reconsider Is decid~d, that deci-

10

sion shall not be reconsidered except by a motion of the committee on

11

style to reconsider.

12

j ect to reconsideration:

No vote upon any of the following motions Is sub-

13

A.

to adjourn;

14

8.

to lay on the table;

15

C.

to take from the table; or

16

0.

for the previous question.

17

18
19
20

21
22
23

24

25
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1

59.

2

Ca.11..
A.

06

:the Conven.ti..on -

A ca ll of the convent i on for a spec ific purpose may be

3

ordered upon the adoption of a motion by the affirmative vote of a

4

majority of the delegates present and voting, the total vote In favor

5

of such cal l sha ll not be less than fifteen.
B.

6

After a cal l of the convention is ordered the doors shal l

7

be closed and the delegates shall not be permitted to leave the floor

8

of the convention without permission of the president or the convention .

9

C.

The sergeant at arms shall notify all delegates of the

10

call.

11

and the absent delegates noted.

12

be dispatched after the absent delegates, and they shall be brought to

13

the floor of the convention with all possible speed.

The roll of the convention shall be called by the chief clerk

14

15

D.

The sergeant at arms may, upon motion,

The convention may proceed to other business under a call

of the convention pending the arrival of absent delegates.

16
17

60.

Majo"-<.-ty Vote on PMpO¢W - On the third reading and final

18

passage of a proposal, the vote shall be taken by ayes an6 nays and

19

entered on the journal; It shall not be declared finally passed unless

20

a majority of all the delegates elected to the convention shall have

21

voted in favor of its passage.

22

23
24
25
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1

CHAPTER VII - RULES

2

3

61.

Amendment

04

&t..6pe.J1.6ion - These rules may be amended by the

4

affirmative vote of a majority of all the delegates, after the proposed

5

amendment has been submitted In writing, has been considered by the

6

aorrmittee on rules and has been In the possession of the delegates in

7

written forffi not less than two session days prior to its consideration.

8

A rule may be suspended by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the

9

delegates present and voting, or by a majority of all the delegates

10

elected to the convention, whichever constitutes the lesser number.

11

12

62.

Supplemen:ta1ty Ru..le-6 - The rules and parliamentary practice as

13

set forth in Mason's ManuaZ of Legislative Pr>oaedure shall govern the

14

convention In all cases not inconsistent with these rules.

15

16
17

CHAPTER VIII - TERM OF THE CONVENTION

18

19

-

ft

is the sense of this convention that

20

every reasonable effort be used to complete the work of this convention

21

and cause final adjournment on or before October 3, 1969.

22
23
24

25
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CHAPTER VIII

NEW YORK CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

1967

CONVENTION RULES
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RULES OF THE 1967 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

RULE l

ELECTION OF OF FICERS

RULE II

PRESIDENT

RULE Ill

SECRETARY

RULE IV

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS

RULE V

OFFICIAL REPORTER

RULE VI

QUORUM AND VOTING

RULE VII

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF DELEGATES

RULE VIII

ELECTION CONTESTS AND
FILLING OF VACANCIES

RULE IX

COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES

RULE X

COl\IMITTEE ON RULES

RULE XI

ORDER OF BUSINESS

RULE XII

INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSITIONS

RULE XIII

ACTION ON PROPOSITIONS

RULE XIV

RESOLUTIONS

RULE XV

MOTIONS

RULE XVI

SlJSPEi'JSION OF THE RULES

RULE XVII

LOBBYING

RULE XVIII

CONVENTION CHAMBER

RLTLE XIX

CONTEMPTS
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

RULE I
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Section 1. The Convention shall elect a President from among its
members.
§ 2. In case of a vacancy in the office of President, by death, resignation or other cause, such vacancy shall be filled by the Convention
in the manner prescribed in section one hereof.
§ 3. The Convention shall also elect a Secretary, Sergeant-atArms and Official Reporter, none of whom shall be Delegates.

RULE II
PRESIDENT
Section I. The President shall be the Presiding Officer of the
Con\'ention and Chairman of the Committee on Rules.
§ 2. The President shall take the chair and call the Convention
to order each day at the hour to which the Convention shall have
adjourned and, except in the absence of a quorum, shall proceed to
business in the manner prescribed by these Rules.
§ 3. The President shall preserve order and decorum, and, m
debate, shall prevent personal reflections and confine Delegates to
the question under discussion.
§ 4. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to
appeal to the Con\'ention. On every appeal he shall have the right, in
his place, to assign his reason for his decision. In case of such appeal
no Delegate shall speak more than once.
§ 5. The President shall appoint from among the Delegates, the
following:
a. A 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Vice-President;
b. A Majority Leader and an Assistant Majority Leader;
c. A l\finority Leader and an Assistant .Minority Leader, upon the
recommendation of the Minority;
d. The chairman, secretary and majority members of each committee; and
e. The \'ice-chairman and minority members of each committee,
upon the recommendation of the Minority.
§ 6. The President shall appoint. fix the compensation of, and
assign duties to all employees of the Convention, and shall consult
with the chairman and vice-chairman of each standing committee with
respect to the staffing of such committee.
§ 7. a. The President may orally designate any other Delegate
to serve as Presiding Officer for less than one day.
b. The President may designate in a writing, filed with the Secretary. any \Tice-President to act as temporary President, with such
powers and duties of the President as shall be prescribed by such
written designation.
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NEW YORK STATE

§ 8. The Pre!>ident shall certify accredited representatives of the
public news media. Subject to the limitations of space, he shall assign
such representatives to places in the Convention Chamber.
§ 9. The President shall not be required to vote, except where his
vote would be decisive.
§ 10. The President shall have power, in the event of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in the Chamber or the galleries, corridors
or passages, to order the same to be cleared, and may cause any person
guilty of such disturbance or disorderly conduct to be brought before
the bar of the Convention. In all such cases, the Convention may find
the offending person guilty of a contempt of the Convention and impose such punishment as may be prescribed by these Rules.
§ 11. a. The President shall certify to the Secretary of State the
full text of the proposed Constitution and/or proposed constitutional
amendments and the form thereof to be submitted to the People, as
approved by the Convention.
b. The President shall further certify to the Secretary of State,
pursuant to Chapter 169 of the Laws of 1967,* an abstract of the
text of such proposed Constitution and/or proposed constitutional
amendments and a brief statement of the form in which the same is to
be submitted to the People, as approved by the Convention.

RULE III
SECRETARY
Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to cause a daily
Journal of proceedings of the Convention to be kept.
§ 2. Such daily Journal shall be filed in duplicate, on the day following its approval by the Convention, in the office of the Secretary
who shall forward one such copy to the office of the Librarian of the
Convention, to be available for public inspection.
§ 3. The Secretary shall also cause to be prepared a daily calendar
or calendars of all propositions on the order of second reading or
on the order of third reading, and shall cause copies of such calendars
and propositions to be placed on the desk of each Delegate.
§ 4. The Secretary, or other person designated by the President,
shall, whenever a vote of the Delegates is required, call the roll
thereof and announce the result of such vote.

RULE IV
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Section 1. Subject to the direction of the President, the Sergcantat-Arms shall enforce the Rules of the Convention, enforce order in
the Convention Chamber, galleries, lobbies, corridors and rooms, and
exclude all persons from the floor of the Chamber, except such as are
entitled to the privileges of the same.
• For provisions of Chapter 169, Laws of 1967, .rrr Appmdix C.
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RULE V
OFFICIAL REPORTER
Section 1. The Official Reporter shall be present at every session
of the Convention, and shall make a verbatim stenographic record of
the proceedings thereof.
§ 2. The transcript of such proceedings shall be filed in quadruplicate in the office of the Secretary on the day following such proceedings.
§ 3. Each Delegate shall have the right, within two Convention
days next succeeding, to edit his remarks.
§ 4. One copy of such edited transcript shall be delivered to the
Committee on Style and Arrangement, and one copy shall be deposited
in the office of the Librarian of the Convention to be available for
puhlic inspection.
RULE VI
QUORUM AND VOTING
Section 1. A majority of all the Delegates elected to the Convention:
a. shall constitute a quorum to do business; and
b. shall be the number of votes required to advance a proposition
from the order of second reading and for the final passage of a
proposition.
§ 2. In case a lesser number than a quorum of the Convention
shall convene, those Delegates present are authorized to send the
Sergeant-at-Anus, or any other person, for the absent Delegates.
§ 3. If, at any time during the session of the Convention, a question
shall he raised by any Delegate as to the presence of a quorum. the
President shall forthwith direct the Secretary to call the roll of
Delegates, and shall announce the result thereof, and such proceeding
shall he without debate; but no Delegate while speaking shall he interrupted by any other Delegate raising the question of a lack of a
quorum, and the question as to the presence oi a quorum shall not
be raised more often than once in every hour unless the lack of a
quorum shall he disclosed upon a roll call of the ayes and noes.
§ 4. WheneYer, upon a quorum call, any Delegate who is upon
the floor of the Convention Chamher refuses to make response when
his name is called, it shall be the duty of the President, either upon
his own motion or upon the suggestion of any Delegate, to request
the Delegate so remaining silent to respond to his name, and if such
Delegate fails to do so, the fact of such request and refusal shall be
entered in the Joumal, and such Delegate shall be counted as present
for the purpose of comtituting a quorum.

RULE VII
RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF DELEGATES
~ection 1. Every Delegate who shall he within the Convention
Chamber when a question is stated hy the President shall vote thereon,
unless he is excused by the Convention, or unless he he directly inter-
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ested in the question; nor shall the roll of absentees be called more
than once. The roll call may be taken by a system of electronic voting.
§ 2. The ayes and noes may be taken on any question, whenever
so required by any twenty Delegates, and when so taken shall be
entered on the Journal.
§ 3. a. Any Delegate requesting to be excused from voting may,
when his name is called, make a brief statement of the reason for
making such request, not exceeding two minutes in time, and the
, Convention, without debate, shall decide if it will grant such request;
but nothing in this Rule contained shall abridge the right of any
Delegate to record his vote on any question previous to the announcement of the result.
b. Any Delegate desiring to explain his vote may, when his name
is called, be allowed two minutes for such purpose.
§ 4. When less than a quorum vote on any subject under the
consideration of the Convention, it shall be in order, on motion, to
close the Convention Chamber, whereupon the roll of Delegates shall
be called by the Secretary and if it is ascertained that a quorum is
present, either by answering to their names, or by their presence in
the Convention Chamber, the ayes and noes shall again be ordered
by the President, and if any Delegate present refuses to vote unless
excused by the Convention, such refusal shall be deemed a contempt
and, unless purged, the Convention may order the Sergeant-at-Arms
to remove such Delegate or Delegates from the Convention Chamber,
and all privileges of membership shall be refused the Delegate or
Delegates so offending until the contempt be duly purged.
§ S. In all cases of the absence of Delegates during a session of
the Convention, the Delegates present may take such measures as they
shall deem necessary to secure their presence, and in addition to
suspending them from the Convention for a given period, may impose
such censure or pecuniary penalty as they may deem just on those
who, on being called on for that purpose, shall not render a sufficient
excuse for their absence. For the purpose of securing the attendance
of members, a call of the Convention may be made, but such call
shall not be in order after the main question has been ordered, nor
after the voting on the question has commenced, nor after the second
or third reading of a proposition has been completed. \Vhile a call
of the Convention is in progress, no other business shall be transacted except by order of the Convention.
§ 6. a. No Delegate rising to debate, to give notice, to make a
motion or report, or to present a petition or other paper, shall proceed until he shall have addressed the President from his place and
has been recognized by him. Vv'hile a Delegate is speaking, no Delegate shall entertain any private discourse or pass between him and
the President.
b. No Delegate shall speak except in his place, nor more than twice
on any question on the same day without leave of the Convention.
No Delegate shall speak for more than fifteen minutes on any question except by consent of a majority of the Delegates present.

~146-

LONSTITl/Tll>:-.,\L CONVENTION

c. If any Delegate, in speaking, transgresses the Rules of the
Convention, the President may call him to order, in which case the
Delegate so called to order shall immediately be seated, and shall
not rise 11nless to explain or proceed in order.
d. \\'hen a motion to adjourn is adopted, the Delegates shall keep
their seats and places until the President declares the Convention
adjourned.
§ 7. \\'hile the President is putting a question, or a roll call is
in progress or a count is being had, no Delegate shall speak or leave
his place. \Vhen the Convention is equally divided on any question,
including the President's vote, the question shall be deemed to be
lost. All questions relating to the priority of one question or subjectmatter over another, under the same order of business, shall be
decided without debate.
§ 8. a. The provisions of section seventy-four* of the Public
Officers L,w, as supplemented hy subdivision b of this section, respecting the establishment of a code of ethics, are hereby adopted and
promulgated as section eight of Rule VII of the Rules of the Convention, with the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein.
b. For the purposes of this section, the terms "member of the
legislature" and "legislative employee" as contained in section seventyfour of the Public Officers Law shall mean and include Delegate to
the Convention and Convention employee, respectively.

RULE VIII
ELECTION CONTESTS AND FILLING OF VACANCIES
Section I. The Convention shall be the judge of the election,
returns and qualifications of its members.
§ 2. a. In case of a vacancy, by death, resignation or other cause,
of any District Delegate elected to the Convention, such vacancy
shall be filled by a vote of the remaining Delegates representing the
district in which such vacancy occurs. If such vacancy occurs in the
office of a Delegate-at-large, such vacancy shall be filled by a vote of
the remaining Delegates-at-large.
b. In case of any such vacancy, it shall be the duty of the President
forthwith to cause the fact thereof to be entered upon the Journal
and to call the remaining District Delegates or Delegates-at-large, as
the case may be. into session for the purpose of filling such vacancy
and to preside thereat. The President shall have only a casting vote
hut shall cast such vote only for a candidate of the same polit ical
party as the Delegate whose place has become vacant.
c. The Convention shall be the sole juclgr of thr election, returns
ancl qualifications oi Delegates elected pursuant to this section.
§ 3. A question of the election, return~ or qualifications of any
Delegate shall be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary for
im·estigation and report .
• For provisions of § 74 of Public Officers Law, sec Appendix D.
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RULE IX
COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES
Section 1. The standing committees of the Convention and the
general area of the subject matter assigned thereto shall be as follows:
General area of subject matter
shall include but not be
limited to

Name
of
Committee

Bill of Rights and Suffrage

a. Bill of Rights
b. Suffrage

Economic Development

a. Banking
b. Insurance
c. Corporations and
institutions not herein
otherwise specified
d. Public utilities
e. Trade regulations
f. Industrial and job development
g. Transportation
h. Highways, parkways and
grade crossings
i. Airports

Education

a. The role of the State and local
government<. in quality primary, secondary and higher
education
b. State University
c. Board of Regents
d. Educational financing

Executive Branch

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Health, Housing and
Social Services

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

The Governor
The Lieutenant Governor
The Comptroller
The Attorney General
State departments, penal and
correctional institutions, and
other state units
£. Administration of law
enforcement
g. Military and naval affairs
Health
Housing
Social services
Poverty an<l equal opportunity
Consumer protection
Indian affairs
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Intergovernmental Relations

a.
b.
c.
d.

Judiciary

a. Judiciary
b. Non-judicial aspects of
administration
c. Privileges and elections
of Delegates

Labor, Civil Service and
Public Pensions

a.
b.
c.
cl.
e.

Legislature

a. The Legislature, its organization, powers, limitations and
duties
b. The number, apportionment,
election and tenure of
members of the Legislature
C. Local apportionment and
Congressional districting
d. Future amendments to the
Constitution

Local Government and
Home Rule

a. Local governments, their
organization, home rule
and powers
b. Public districts
C. Local public authorities
d. Local finance

Natural Resources and
Agriculture

a. :\g-riculture

Presentation of Proposed
Constitution

a. Form and manner of
presentation of proposed
Constitution to the People

Rules

a. Subject matter of all
other committees

State public authorities
Interstate compacts
Regional authorities
Federal, state and local
relationships

Labor
Civil Service
Tnclustrial relations
\Vorkmen's compensation
Public pension systems

b. Canals and waterways
C. Conservation and natural
resources
d. Air and water pollution
e. Recreation
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State Finances, Taxation
and Expenditures

a. State finances
b. State taxation
c. State expenditures

Style and Arrangement

a. Edit, arrange, harmonize and
conform all provisions of
proposed Constitution

§ 2. a. Each standing committee, except the Committee on Rules,
the Committee on Style and Arrangement and the Committee on the
Presentation of Proposed Constitution, shall be composed of twentyseven members, fifteen of whom shall be of the ~fajority and twelve
of whom shall be of the Minority.
b. The Committee on Rules shall consist of the following:
1. The President
2. All Vice-Presidents
3. The Majority Leader
4. The Assistant Majority Leader
5. The Minority Leader
6. The Assistant Minority Leader
7. The chairmen of all other standing committees
8. Ten J\l inority members, upon the recommendation
of the Minority

For each of the Vice-Presidents appointed as chairman of a standing committee, the President shall appoint another Delegate as an
additional member of the Committee on Rules.
c. The Committee on Style and Arrangement and the Committee
on Presentation of Proposed Constitution each shall consist of ten
members; one-half of the membership of each committee shall be
appointed upon the recommendation of the Minority; provided. however, that the membership of the Committee on Presentation of Proposed Constitution shall not be appointed prior to August 1st, 1967.
The President shall be an ex-officio member of both such committees
and shall );c entitled to the same rights and privileges as all other
members of such committees, except that he shall have only a casting
vote.
§ 3. a. Each standing committee shall hold regular meetings upon
the call of the chairman thereof, who shall cause the date, time and
place of each such meeting to be delivered to each member of such
committee, announced by the ~ecretary and posted on the Convention
committee board. Each such committee shall hold special meetings
upon the call of the chairman or upon the call of a majority of all the
members thereof, entry of which fact shall be made on the records of
the committee. No committee shall vote upon any proposition or resolntion unless a majority of all the members thereof is actually present,
and no proposition or resolution shall he reported from any such
committee except 11pon the assent of a majority of the members
thereof. No proxy vote shall be valid.
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b. The report of a committee, upon any matter referred to it, may
include a statement of the opinion of any member or memhers of the
committee rnting in either the majority or minority.
§ 4. Not less than seven days' notice shall be given of all public
hearings before committees. The clerk of each stan<ling committee
shall file with the President and the Secretary a notice of all hearings, which notice shall contain the titles and numhers of the propositions, the names of the introducers, an<l the date and place of such
hearing. No such public hearing may be held outside the city of
\lbany without the prior written consent of the President.
§ 5. a. ,-\ standing committee may report a proposition for the
consideration of the Convention upon the order of second reading,
( 1) favorably, \Vith or without amendments, or (2) adversely, or
( J) without recommendation.
b. ,\ standing committee may refer any proposition to the Committee on Rules.
§ 6. a. Xo standing committee shall be discharged from the consideration of a proposition unti l ten days after the printed proposition
has been assigned to the committee by the Index Clerk.
b. A standing committee shall not he discharged from the consideration of a proposition except upon a three convention days' notice
in writing and by a vote of a majority of all the Delegates elected to
the Convention.
c. Except with the unanimous con~ent of the Convention, 110 motion
shall be in order on and after Au~ust 22nd, 1967. to discharge the
Committee on Rules from the consideration of a proposition.
§ 7. a. Each committee, except the Committee on Rules, the
Committee on St\·le and .\rrangement ancl the Committee on Presentation of Proposed Constitution, shall make its final report upon matters referred to it on or before August 14th, 1967. unless the President
extends the time of anv such committee therefor.
b . .-\fter August 14th, 1967, each such committee may report only
upon those propositions rcrommittcd to it from the order of secoQll
reading, or referred to it by the Committee on Rules, pursuant to
paragraph b of section five of Rule XII.
§ 8. a. The chairman of any committee may establish suh-committees thereof, subject to the approval of the Committee on Rules.
Each surh sub-committee shall be composed, insofar as practicable, of
:\fajority ancl :\linority members in the same proportion prescribed
for the respective full committee in section two hereof.
h. The t·hairman of each such committee shall appoint the chairman
and :\Tajoritv members of each suh-committee so established.
c. Tl~e vice-chairman of each such committee shall appoint the
vice-chairman and :\1 inoritv members of each sub-committee so
estahli~hed.
·
§ 9. a . The secretary of each committee shall coordinate all the
activities of such rom111ittee and its subcommittees. under the direction
ni the committee chairman.
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b. When requested by the chairman of such committee, such secretary shall act as liaison among such committee, the Committee on Style
and Arrangement, and all other committees as may be required to
integrate the activities of his commi ttee with those of the Convention.
§ 10. The President shall appoint ex-officio members of such committees as he may determine from among the Vice-Presidents, Majority Leader and Minority Leader. Such ex-officio members shall be
entitled to the same rights and privileges as all other members, except
the right to vote.
RULE X
COMMITTEE ON RULES
Section l. The Committee on Rules may sit at any time, but may
not report a proposition to the order of second reading or to the
special order of second and third reading prior to August 15th, 1967.
§ 2. The reception and consideration of a report of the Committee
on Rules by the Convention shall always be in order.
§ 3. a. In addition to all other powers of a standing committee,
the Committee on Rules shall have power to report a proposition
directly to the special order of second and third re.•:ling, without
submission to the Committee on Style and Arrangement prior to final
passage.
b. Such report to the special order of second and third reading
shall be subject to the approval of a majority of the Delegates present.
c. Debate on the adoption of such report shall not exceed one hour,
one-half hour for and one-half hour against, such time to be allotted
by the Majority and Minority Leaders.
d. Until the vote of the Convention is had thereon, no other motion,
except a motion by the Majority Leader for a quorum call of the
Convention, or to adjourn or to recess, shall be in order.
RULE XI
ORDER OF BUSINESS
Section l. The first business of each day's session shall be the
reading of the Journal of the preceding day, and the correction of
any errors that may be found to exist therein. Immediately thereafter,
except on days and at times set apart for the consideration of special
orders, the order of business, which shall not be departed from except ·
by a vote of two-thirds of the Delegates present, to be determined by
a call of the roll, shall be as follows:
l. Messages from the Governor
2. Introduction of propositions and references to committee
3. Reports of committees
4. Propositions on second reading
S. Propositions on special order of second and thi rd reading
6. Propositions on special order of thircl reading
7. Propositions on third reading
8. Iutrocluction of resolutions
9. Committee notices
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§ 2. 1\ otwithstanding the foregoing, reports from the Committee
on Rules shall be received at any time, suuject to the limitation contained in section one of Rule X.
§ 3. \\'hen consideration of the orders of the day is not completed,
those not acted upon shall he the orders for the next and each succeeding day until disposed of, and shall be entered first in the calendar
without change in their order.
§ 4. In all cases where unanimous consent is asked for advancing a proposition or entertaiuing a motion or resolution out of its
order, it shall be the d11ty of the President to state such request and
determine if such consent will Le granted by the Conventioll.
§ 5. Any matter may be made a special order for any particular
day by the assent of two-thirds of the Delegates present. \Vhen so
made, a similar vote shall be requisite to rescind or postpone.
§ 6. Pditions, memorials and remonstrances may be presented to
the Secretary at the close of each day's session.
RULE XII
INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSITIONS
Section I. Every proposed amendment to the Constitution shall be
referred to as a proposition.
§ 2. A proposition may be introduced only by a Delegate, or by
a chairman of a standing committee on behalf of a majority of such
committee.
§ 3. The title of each proposition introduced shall state concisely
its subject matter. :-.latter which is proposed to be eliminated from the
existing Constitution shall he in brackets, and new matter shall be
underscored and when printed shall be in italics.
§ 4. Every proposition shall be introduced in quadruplicate and
shall be deemed to have had its first reading when presented by the
introducer to the Index Clerk and referred as provided in section
fi\'e hereof.
§ 5. a .. \II propositions introduced prior to August 8th, 1967,
shall be referred by the President to a standing committee, except the
Committee on Rules, to consider and report thereon in the manner
provided in section five of Rule IX. The President may change the
reference of any proposition so referred upon the assent of two-thirds
of the Delegates present.
b. All propositions introduced on and after August 8th, I 967,
shall be referred to the Committee on Rules. A proposition so referred
to the Committee on Rules may be further referred Ly it to a standing
committee and shall he considered and reported by such standing
committee in the manner provided in section five of Rule IX within
the time allowed therefor by the Committee on Rules when making
such further reference.
§ 6. Every proposition upon its introduction shall receive a proposition numher, which shall not change. However, a letter of the
alphabet, beginning with "A", shall be added to the proposition number each time such proposition is amended.
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§ 7. One copy of each proposition shall, on the day of its introduction, be sent by the Index Clerk to the printer, one copy delivered
to the Revision Clerk, which shall be subject to public inspection, one
copy delivered to the Legislative Index Company and the fou rth copy
delivered to the office of the President.
§ 8. A proposition may be amended only as foll ows :
a. By the introducer, at any time prior to report by the standing
committee to which referred.
b. By the standing committee to which referred, when fa vorably
reporting such proposition to the order of second reading.
c. By the Committee on Rules, when favorably reporting a proposition referred to it to the special order of second and third reading.
d. By the Committee on Style and Arrangement, when transmitting
a proposition to the order of third reading.
e. By any Delegate, when a proposition is on the order of second
or third reading, upon the assent of a majority of all the Delegates
elected.
§ 9. No amendment may be offered to any proposition or to any
amendment to such proposition which is not germane to the original
object or purpose thereof.
§ IO. A Delegate or committee offering an amendment to a proposition in accordar:ce with section eight of this Rule shall submit to
the Journal Clerk four copies of the proposition with the proposed
amendment correctly marked thereon, together with six copies of the
detailed description of the amendment.
§ 11. a. No proposition may be introduced by a Delegate after
June 1st, 1967.
b. No proposition may be introduced by a committee, except the
Committee on Rules, after June 20th, 1967.
RULE XIII
ACTION ON PROPOSITIONS
Section 1. a. Each proposition on the order of second reading may

be debated for four hours, but no Delegate shall speak for mo re than
fifteen minutes without the consent of a majority of the Delegates
present.
b. A proposition on the order of second reading shall be subject
to amendment by any Delegate, and no more than one further amendment may be offered to any such ::mendment.
c. After completion of debate, a roll call vote shall be had on the
question of the advancement of the proposition to the order of third
reading, but when amendments are pending, the question shall first be
taken upon such amendments in their inverse order.
§ 2. a. A proposition ordered advanced to the order of third
reading ~hall auto" atically he first submitted to the Committee on
Style and Arrangement.

-154-

Co:s;sTITUTION AL CONVENTION

b. The Committee on Style and Arrangement shall have full power,
limited only Ly the substantive content of the proposition and the will
of the Convention as expressed in the debates thereon, to edit, arrange,
revise, simplify, consolidate, cross reierence, renumber, and to take
any other action it deems necessary and proper to harmonize and conform such proposition with the other provisions of the Constitution.
c. The Committee on Style and Arrangement shall transmit all such
propositions submitted to it to the order of third reading, with or
without amendment, in accordance with this section.

§ 3. a. A proposition on the order of third reading may be debated
for four hours, but no person shall speak for more than fifteen minutes
without the consent of a majority of the Delegates present.
b. Such proposition on the order of third reading shall be subject
to amendment by any Delegate, and no more than one further amendment shall be offered to any such amendment.
c. After completion of debate, a roll call vote shall be had on the
question of the final passage of the proposition, but when amendments
are pending, the question shall first be taken upon such amendments
in their inverse order.
d. In the event that a proposition is amended on the order of third
reading, a vote on final passage shall not be taken thereon, but such
proposition shall automatically be reprinted and submitted to the
Committee on Style and Arrangement in the same manner and with
the same effect as a proposition advanced from the order of second
reading.

§ 4. \\'hen a proposition on the or<ler of second or third reading
is under consideration and it appears that no Delegate desires to be
heard further, the President shall put the C]Uestion: "Does any Delegate desire to be heard further?" If no Delegate shall rise to debate,
the President shall declare the debate closed; except that thereafter
the Minority Leader may speak once, or may yield the floor to any
Delegate who may speak once, and may be followed by the Majority
I .eader who may also speak once, or may yield the floor to any
l lelegate who may speak once.
RULE XIV

RESOLUTIONS
~ection I. Resolutions may be introduced only by a Delegate, or
a Chairman of a standing committee on behalf of a majority of such
committee. Each resolution shall be introduced in quadruplicate by
deli\'ering same to the Index Clerk. :\'o resolution may be introduced
unless copies thereof first shall have been furnished the President,
the ~Iajority Leader and the 1linority Leader. The President shall
refer such resolutions to an appropriate committee to consider and
report thereon.
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RULE XV
MOTIONS
Section 1. When a question is before the Convention, only the
following motions shall be recei ved, and such motions shall have
precedence in the following order:
1. For an adjournment
2. For a recess
3. For a quorum call
4. For the previous question
S. To lay on the table
6. To postpone to a certain day
7. To commit to a commi ttee
8. To submit to the committee on Style and Arrangement
from the order of third reading
9. To amend
10. To postpone indefinitely
11. To strike from the calendar
§ 2. A motion for an adjournment , for a recess, for a quorum
call, for the previous question, to lay on the table, or to commit to a
committee from the order of third reading, shall be neither amendable
nor clebatable. A motion to postpone indefinitely shall not be amendable.
§ 3. T he "previous question" shall not be in order until after the
time allowecl for debate has elapsed or until debate has been closed,
and shall be put as follows: "Shall the main question now be put?"
and until it is decided, shall preclude all amendments or debate.
\Vhen, on taking the previous question, the Convention shall decide
that the main question shall not now be put, the main question shall
be considered as still remaining under debate. T he main question
shall be the advancement or passage of the proposit ion, resolution or
other matter under consideration; l•'.lt when amendments are pending,
the question shall first be taken upon such amendments in their
inverse order.
§ 4. a. A motion to reconsider any vote must be made on the
same day on which the vote proposed to be reconsidered was taken, or
within the three convention days next succeeding such day, and except in the case of a vote on the final passage of a proposition, by a
member who voted in the majority. Such motion may be made under
any order of business but shall be considered only under the order
of business in which the vote proposed to be reconsidered occurred.
The motion to reconsider the vote on the final passage of any proposition shall he privileged to any member.
b. \Vhen a motion for reconsideration is decided, that decision
shall not be reconsidered, and no question shall be twice reconsidered ; nor shall any vote be reconsidered upon any of the following
motions:
To adjourn
To lay on the table
To take from the table; or
For the previous question
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RULE XVI
SUSPENSION OF THE RULES
Section l. a. A Rule of the Convention shall not be temporarily
altered, suspended or rescinded unless one Convention day's notice
shall be given of the motion therefor; provided however, that such
notice shall not be necessary on the last day of the Convention.
b. A vote of two-thirds of the Delegates present shall be required
to effect such alteration, suspension or rescission.
c. Both the notice and the motion shall specify the object of the
temporary alteration, suspension or rescission and in the case of the
adoption of such motion, it shall be held to apply only to the object
specified therein.
.
d. Such notice shall be given and such motion made under the
order of business in which the matter proposed to be affected by
such alteration, suspension or rescission stands.
§ 2. ~otwithstanding the provisions of section one of this Rule,
a Rule of the Convention may be temporarily altered, suspended or
rescinded by unanimous consent.
§ 3. a. A motion to amend a Rule of the Convention shall not be
made on less than five Con\'ention days' notice.
b. A vote of two-thirds of the Delegates present shall be required
to effect such amendment.
RULE XVII

LOBBYING
Section I. The provisions of section sixty-six-b* of the Legislative
Law, as supplemented by section two hereof, respecting the registration and conduct of persons, firms, corporations or associations engaged in lobbying in connection with the Convention, are hereby
adopted and promulgated as Rule XVII of the Rules of the Convention, with the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein.
§ 2. For all periods subsequent to April 3rd, 1967, the itemized
statements required by subdivision six of section sixty-six-b of the
Legislative Law shall be filed monthly, not later than the tenth day of
the month following the calendar month during which such expenditures were paid, incurred or promised, directly or indirectly; provided, however, no such statement need he filed if the total of such
itemized expenditures during any such calendar month is less than
one hundred dollars.
RULE XVIII

CONVENTION CHAMBER
Section I. The Assembly Chamher in the Capitol shall be the
Convention Chamber, and the Convention shall hold its deliberations
therein. The g-alleries oi such Chamber shall be open to the public at
all times that the Convention is in session.
• For provisions of § 66-b of Legislative Law, see Appendix A.
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§ 2. The President shall h:ive jurisdiction over and control of the
Convention Chamber, and the lobbies, parlor and galleries thereof,
and of the rooms, corridors and passages in that part of the Capitol
assigned to the use of the Convention.
§ 3. a. The following persons shall be entitled to admission to the
floor of the Convention Chamber, as guests, during the sessions of
the Convention:
1. The Governor and Lieutenant-Governor
2. Former Governors and Lieutenant-Governors
3. Judges of the Court of Appeals and Justices
of the Supreme Court
4. The Members of the Legislature
5. Former Temporary Presidents of the Senate and
Speakers of the Assembly
6. State officers and their deputies
7. Regents of the University of the State of New York
8. United States Senators and Congressmen
9. Persons in the exercise of an official duty directly
connected with the business of the Convention
10. Representatives of the public news media, as
provided by section eight of Rule II
b. No other person shall be admitted to the Convention floor
during the session, except upon the permission of the President or
by vote of the Convention; and persons so admitted shall be allowed
to occupy places -only in the seats in the rear of the Convention
Chamber. Any such permission granted by the President may be
revoked by him at pleasure, or upon the order of the Convention.
c. No lobbyist shall be permitted on the floor of the Convention
Chamber.
§ 4. a. No person shall have access to or be permitted within the
confines of the President's rostrum during the session of the Convention, except employees of the Convention in the discharge of
their official duties.
b. During the sessions of the Convention, no person other than a
Delegate shall occupy the chair of a Delegate.
RULE XIX
CONTEMPTS
Section 1. a. A violation of any provision of any Rule of the
Convention shall be deemed a contempt of the Convention.
b. In addition to any other penalty or punishment provided by
law, a person so offending shall be brought before the bar of the
Convention, which may summarily punish such person by imprisonment for a term not extending beyond the final adjournment thereof.
§ 2. In addition to any other penalty or punishment thereby prescribed, a violation of any provision of law applicable to the Convention shall also be deemed to be a contempt of the Convention for
the purposes of this Rule.
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INDEX TO RULES OF CONVENTION

RULE
Constitutional amendments, certification of .......•....•..
sa also l'ropos1tions for Constitutional Amendment
Contempt of Convention ............................. .
defined ...................................•......
penalty or punishment .....................•.......
refusal of Delegate to vote .................•.......
Convention
judge of qualifications of members ...........•.......
Convention Chamber
closing for less than quorum ....................... .
galleries open to public ...............••...........
lobbyist,; not permitted on floor of ...............•....
order in, en forced by Sergeant-at-Arms .............. .
persons admitted to floor of ........................ .
to seats in rear ................................ .
President to have jurisdiction over .................. .
removal of Delegates from, for contempt .............•
Corridors
disorderly conduct in ......................•.......
order enforced by Sergeant-at-Arms ................ .
Daily Journal, see Journal of proceedings
Dates, cut-off
final report of committees on propositions ........... .
introduction of propositions by Delegates ............ .
by committees ................................ .
referral of propositions to committees ............... .
Rules Committee, report of propositions by ........... .
consideration of propositions ..................•..
Debate
certain motions not debatable ...................... .
close of, before main question ..................... .
main question remains under, on taking previous question
President's duty in ............................... .
proposition on order of second reading .............. .
on order of third reading ....................... .
reports, adoption of ......•.........................
roll call for quorum without ....................... .
roll call vote on advancement to order of third reading ..
Rules Committee ....•........................•...
Decorum, preservation of ..............•..............
see also Order
Delegates
ab<ence, cases of ................................. .
absent, to be sent for ...............•.............•
appeals, questions of order ......................... .
appointments by President to certain offices ........... .
calendars and propositions, copies on desks of ........ .
chair of, no other person may occupy ..•...........•. ,
code of ethics .....................•.•............
contempt, punishment for ......................... .
editing of remarks ............................... .
d<'clion and qualifications, Conn·ntion jll<lgc of
111,·stion of l"i<Tt1011 to Judiciary Comm1ttcc ..
V:tf:•n<'y, fih111.: oi.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
introduction of propositions ..........•..............
introduction of resolutions ......................... .
l'rcsidi11g Ofiicer ............................... .
propositions, amendments to .......................•.
cut-off dates on ............................... .
debate ....................................... .
introduction ........................... , ...... .
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;:onlinec1 •o que.e•· n U'lder consideration ........... .
limi~ ~- n_C' cin ................. ............... .
may ~"c"''.:: :> •er close of debate .......... ....•..••
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tram;rr··
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access to n PS
~•s •o trum on oficial duties ......•..
a!'f}Oint ~" co· ~ -; t r '1 :ind duties ............. .. .
code of e 1 cs. . . ................ .•....•.....•..
Ethics
code, acop er' 'o, I'r'cra•.es ant:'. employees .........•••
Legislative ."' • rr :s·o1s adopted for .............•.
Ex-officio r 1rT rs of committees
Presiden• 1~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Vice-Pn.•s; eP .s, ~'a or:ty ~eader, Minority Leader as ..
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Floor
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Galleries
disorclcrly conduct in, puwer of President concerning ... .
open to public ................................... .
order in, enforced by Sergeant-at-Arms .............. .
Government matters, committees on
Intergovernmental Relations, Committee on .......... .
Local Government and Home Rule, Committee on ..... .
Governor
messages from, first orclcr of business ............... .
Health, Housing and Social Sen·ices, Committee on
subject matter assigned to ......................... .
Hearings, public, see Public hearings
Ilome rule
Local Government and Home Rule, Committee on ....
Housing, Committee on
subject matter assigned to .......... .
Imprisonment
for contempt of Convention ....................... .
Index Clerk
copy of proposition to ............................ .
proposition assigned to committee by ................ .
proposition presented by introducer to ............... .
resolutions delivered to ........................... .
Intergovernmental Relations, Committee on
subject matter assigned to ......................... .
I ntrocluction of propositions .......................... .
disposition after introduction ....................... .
distribution of copies .............................. .
number given to .................................. .
title and form ................................... .
Journal Clerk
copies of amendment to propositions to ............... .
Journal of proceedings
ayes ancl noes entered in .......................... .
filed in duplicate ................................. .
kept by Secretary ................................ .
reading of, first business of day ..................... .
refusal of Delegate to make response entered in ....... .
vacancy, notice of ................................ .
see also Proceedings
Judiciary, Committee on
election questions referred to ...................... .
subject matter assigned to ......................... .
Labor, Civil Service and Pensions, Committee on
subject matter a<signed to ......................... .
Law applicable to Convention
violation deemed contempt ......................... .
Legislative Index Company
copy of propositions delh-ered to .....•.•........•....
Legislative Law
lobbying provisions adopted ....................•....
statement of expenditures hy lobbyists ............... .
I.~gislature, Committee on
subject matter assigned to .....................•••.•
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LibrariaP
copy of daily Journal of proceedings to ...••.•...•••••
cd:te<l transcript of proceedings to ..••..••.•••.• .•.••
Lobbyi11g
itemized statement of expenditures required ..••.•••••.
Legislative Law provisions adopted for ..•..•.•.•••...
Lobbyists
not permitted on floor of Convention Chamber •....•...
Local Government and Home Rule, Committee on
subject matter a%igned to ....••....•••••••••..••• •.
Main question, proceedings respecting .....•.....•. ..•...
Majority Leader
a!)pointment ..•.....•......•..•. •...•.•.•••••••.•
debate time on adoption of reports, allotment of • .•••..•
ex-officio member of cmmittees .....•.....•••••••••••
member of Rules Committee ...••••.•..••.••••••••••
motion for quorum call during reports .••••••••••••••.
resolutions, copy to be furnished to ..•••..•••.•••••.•
speaking after close of debate .........•....••. .•••••
Majority members of committees
appointed by President ......•.•..••.••••••••• ••••••
number ..................••••. .••••.••.••.•••••.
sub-committees ...............•• ...••••••••••••••.
Majority opinions
in committee reports .....•...•...• ..••..••.••.••.••
Meeting~
.
standing CO!'Tlm1ttccs ......•........ .....••.•..••.•.
Mem bers, see Delegates
Membership of committees
num!Jer ....................•.... .••...••..••••..
see also Committees
Mer:iorials
.
time for presentation ............ ..•...••..•••••.••
Minority Leader
appointment .....................•• ..•.••........
as ex-o icio member of committees .....•....•....•
clebate time on adoption of reports, allotment of ..•.....
may speak after close of debate .....••...•....••. ...
member of Rules Committee ......•..... •...••••..••
rc,olutions, copy to ............•...•••• •••••••.•..•
Minoritr members of committees
appointed by President ............•. ...•....•••..••
number .......•........•......•... .••.......•.•
Rules Comm'ttee ............•.•.. .........•.....•
Style an~ 0rrangement and Presentation of Proposed
Const1tut10P c• 'T''T t!ees .........•.... .•.••....••
su~-committees •...............•...••••.•••• •••••
Mino1 :ty opimons
in committee reoorts .................••.. ..••....•.
Motions
adjournment ..................••.....••.• ••.•••.•
amendment of Rules of Convention ....•..••.•••....•
certain, not amendable or debatable ....••....•....•••
De!egatcs •o respo•>L. in roll call ....... .••..••.•.••.•
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~lotions (cont.)
suspension or alteration of rules .................... .
notice of ............................ • .. • •. • •.
und.:r order of businc,s afkcrrd .................. .
tabled ........................................ .
to close Con\'ention Chamber, whea less than
quorum votes ................................ .
when report of Rules Committee pending, limitation upon
~atural Resources and Agriculture, Committee on
subject ma:ter assigned to ......................... .
News media, see Reporters
Xotice
mo,ion to amend Rules of Convention ................ .
motion to suspend, alter or rescind Rules of Convention ..
Officers
election of ................................. • ....

RULE
XVI
XVI
XVI

xv

SEC.
la
le
ld
4b

VII
X

4
3d

IX
XVI
XVI

Official Reporter
duties .................. - .. - .. - - - • • - • • - • - • • • • • • • V
election .........................•...•........... I
Order
Delegates out of .............................•.... VII
enforcement by Sergeant-at-Arms ....•............... IV
preser\'ation ...........................•.. . ...... II
questions o f ..........................•......... II
Order of business ................................... . XI
advancing proposition or entertaining motion
out oi its order ............................... . XI
committee reports ............................... . XI
held over ................................•....... XI
motion to reconsider vote .......................... . xv
petitions, memorials and remonstrances ............... . XI
special order, procedure .......................•.... XI
uncompleted business, carried over ..................• XI
Passages to Convention Chamber
disorderly conduct in ............................. . II
order enforced in, by Sergeant-at-Arms .....•........ IV
Penalty
for absence of Delegates from session ................ . VII
for contempt of Convention ......•................•. XIX
Pensions, Committee on
subject matter assigned to ...............•...•.•.••. IX
Petitions
time ior presentation ............................. . XI
Postponement
motion of, not amendable .......................... . xv
Presentation oi Propo,e<l Constitution, Committee on
membership ..........................•.......... IX
subject matter assigned to ......................... . IX
President
adjournment declared by .......................•... \'III
appeal, que~tions of order subject to ....... .......•.•. II
ap1>ointments, amot:g Delegate~ ..................... . II
emplo}ees .............................•...... II
c:.,-011ic10 mnnlicrs ni committcc-s ................ .
IX
ayl s and noes orde1 ed b_, .......................... . VII
calls Delegates to order, for transgres,i1111s of Rules .... . VII
close of debate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . XIII
committee reports, extensi<m of time for. . . . . . . . .... . IX
con\'cnes daily sessions of Convention ................ . II
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President (cont.)
di~turbances or disorderly conduct, action on ....... ... .
du ty to request Delegate remaining silent during
quorum call to respond ... . . .. .. . . . . ....•.•.... . .
elect ion ................... .................... . .
ex-officio member of Committee on Style ancl A rrangement and Committee on P resentation of Proposed
Constitution .............. .................... .
jurisdiction over Convention Chamber ............... .
permission for admission to convention floor and
revocation of permission .....•.. .•.....•...••....
preserves order and clecorum ........ ............... .
P residing Officer
may designate .............. . . . .... ............•..•
to be .......•............• ..••.......•.......... . .
propositions, advancing by unanimous consent ......... .
certifies to Secretary of State .. ................. .
copies to be delivered to office of .............•.....
referred to committee by .. ..................•..• . .
public hearing notice filed with .........•...•....••.
recognition by and of speakers .. .••...••.•••••.•••••
reporters, certification, and assignment of seats to ..... .
resolutions, refers to appropriate committee .......... .
ros trum, access to ............... ....... , .....••...
Rules Committee, chairman of .. .. ........•.........
Sergeant-at-Arms directed by .. • .. .............•....
temporary President, may orally des ignate ..•..........
vacancy in office of ............. .. . .....•..........
vacancy in scat of Delegate, notice in Journal .....•....
vo te, required only to break tie .. ..... . .........•....
Presid~nt, t_emporary
designation ..............••... ....•............•.
Presiding Officer, President to be ..... ... . . . .. . ........ .
oral designation by President of temporary .•.......•..
Previous question, proceedings respecting .... ........... .
Proc~e~ings
ed1tmg ............................... .....•.....
filed in office of Secretary .....••..•.••. ....•....•..
public inspection of ................... ............ .
verbatim stenographic record of ........ ............ .
see also Journal of proceedings
Propositions for Constitution,! amendment
advancing, by unanimous consent ......... . . ........ .
quorum required .................... .......... .
amending ............................ ........... .
on order of second reading ........... .......•....
on orcler of third reading ........... ............ .
calendars of .......................• ... . .........
certification to Secretary of State ........ ...•..•••.•.
committee voting to report on ............ ..•........
debate on order of second reading ......... .......... .
on order of third reading .............. ......... .
defined ............................. . .. ......... .
d!scha:~e of comn_iittee from consideration of ......... .
d1spos1tion of copies ..................... ......... .
first reading ........................ ............ .
form ............................ .. . ........... .
introduction ...................... .......•.......
cut-off dates .................. ..••............
quadruplicate ................... .•.............
main question ...................... ............. .
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Propositions (cont.)
numher, introduction ......................... .
order of business ................................. .
President to certify, to Secretary of State ........... .
public hearings ................................. .
quorum required to advance ........................ .
referred by President to committee .................. .
referred by Rules Committee to standing committt:e ... .
referred to Rules Committee ....................... .
Rules Committee, powers concerning ................ .
report by, date .•..................................
second reading, order of ........................... .
submitted to Committee on Stlye and Arrangement ..... .
third reading, order of .............•...............
no call for members after ....................... .
speakers after close of debate .................... .
vote for final passage ............................. .
motion to reconsider vote ..............•.........
Proxy vote
invalid ......................................... .
Public
galleries open to ......•...............................
Public hearings before committees .................... .
Public inspection
daily Journal of proceedings ....................... .
propositions •..•.........................•........
record of proceedings ............................. .
Public Officers Law
code of ethics ................................... .
Punishment
contempt ....................................... .
Delegates refusing to vote ......................... .
Qualifications of members
Convention judge of .............................. .
Question
ayes and noes taken on .........................•.....
Delegates equally divided on ....................... .
Delegates must vote on ............................ .
lost ........................................... .
main, after debate is closed ........................ .
call of Convention not in order after ...•..........
remains under debate on taking previous question .. .
previous, in order only after debate is closed .......... .
motion for, not amendable or debatable ............ .
not in order until close of debate ................. .
vote not to be reconsidered, on motion for ......... .
priority ........................................ .
speaking or leaving during, prohibited ............... .
voting on, Delegates must vote ..•..................
right of Delegate to record ...................... :
Quorum
call for, by Majority Leader, during report ........... .
failure to respond to call for ....................... .
~~i~;i~; ~,~i,1u:11\~lt~t~: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
motion for quorum call, not amendable or debatable
question as to presence of ..•................... : : : : :
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Quorum (cont.)
roll call of ayes and noes .......................... .
sending for absent Delegates ....................... .
silent Delegate counted present for .................. .
Rece ss, motion for
not amendable or debatable ...........•..•..........
Reconsideration of vote .......••.............••.•.....
Records
verbatim stenographic record of proceedings .......... .
see also Journal of proceedings
Remonstrances
time for presentation •.......................•.....
Reporter, Official
dutie£ .................•.....•...••........•....
election ...........•••..•.................•.• • ...
Reporters
admission to Convention Chamber ....•...••....•...•
certification and ~pace assignment .....•..............
Reports of committees
Rules Committee ..................•............••
received at any time .......................•.•...
statement of opinions of members included .•...••.....
voting on ..........•....••..•....•...•.....•....•
Rescission of Rules ..•....................•..........
by unanimous consent ........... .............•.... ,
Re~olutions .
introduction ......•.........••...•....•.....•....
number of copies for .....••..•....... .............
order of business •.....•.............•..........
main question ...-............•.........••....•...•
number for introduction ...........................•
out of its order, unanimous consent for .............••
voting by committees .........•............ .•......
Resourc e, Natural Resources and Agriculture,
Committee on
subject matter assigned to ................•.........

Revision clerk

t

. ,
copy of propos1t1on to .........•..•...........•....
RoJI call
by Secretary or other designated person .............. .
departure from order of business .....•..............
electronic ..............•...................... ..
no speaking or leaving during ...................... .
quorum .....•....................•..... ...••.•..
Rules Committee
..
amendment to propos1t1on ................•.....•...
committees may refer propositions to ................ .
date of moti_c>!1 to discharge from consideration
of propos1t1on ....................... ......... .
date of reporting proposition to order of second reading ..
members ................................. .... .. .
President is Chairman of ..............•..•...•.....
propositions, introduction . . ..............•.........
power to report to second or third reading .....•..•.
referral to committee after cut-off elate ........... .
referred to ...................... ............ .
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Rules of the Convention
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date for reporting propositions recommitted .......... .
debate on ...................•...................
order of business ................................ .
Rules CC1mmittee, reporting of proposition for ........ .
power to report ............................... .
votes required to advance .......................... .
roll call vote .................................. .
Secretary
announcement of meetings ......................... .
daily ca\enda rs, preparation ........................ .
election ........................................ .
Journal of proceedings, keeping .................... .
copy kept in office of ........................... .
tran,cript filed in office of ...................... .
public hearing notices filed with .................... .
roll call by ...................................... .
roll call for quorum .................•.............
temporary President, designation filed with .......... .
Secretary o( committees
appointment .................................... .
c_o?rdinates_ activities of committee .................. .
liaison duties ....................•...............
Secretarv of State
certification o( proposed Constitution to ............. .
certification o( proposed constitutional amendments to .. .
Sergeant-at-Arms
duties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .
election ................................. .
removal of Delegate, ...................... .
to he ,ent for absent Delegates.
. ......... .
Sessir,ns
ahscnce of Dclci::atcs from ....
Social Sernces, Committee on
rnhiect matter assigned to ........ .
Sp,·akini.:Dl'lel{ates called to order .......................... .
limitati,ms on ................................... .
rccni::nition of and hy Presidcnt .................... .
Spccial mcetini::s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .
StafT, ue employees
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Standing committees, stt Committees
State Finances, Taxation and Expenditures, Committee on
subject matter assigned to ................. ........ .
Style and Arrangement, Committee on
amendment to proposition ......................... .
edited transcript of proceedings to .................. .
members ....................................... .
proposition advanced to third order submitted to ...•..•.
amended ............................ .....•.....•..
Rules Committee may bypass ...•..•.•...••.••••.....
subject matter referred to ....................•......
Sub-committees
appointment and members ............•.............
coordinatiM1 of activities .......................... .
Subject matter, areas of
committee assignments ..............•.............
Suspension of Delegates ....•.....•.•........•........
Suspe~sion of _Rules
notice required .....•....•.............•....••....
object to be specified .•..............•...••...•.....
order of busi11ess, notice made under ................ .
unanimous consent ....••....•.....................
vote of Delegates to effect •.••..........•...........
Taxation, Committee on
subject matter assigned to ..•.......................
Temporary President
designation .. -~ ...••....••.••.....•.....•........
Third reading, order of •....••........••...•.........•
amendment of proposition .........•••..••..•.••...•
calendar of propositions on ...............•.........
call of Convention not in order after .....•...........
close of debate on .....................•...•.......
date Rules Committee may report proposition for ..... .
motion to commit to committee not ame11dable or debatable
order of business ................................ .
Rules Committee power to report .....•.•...•....•...
Styles and Arrangement Committee, submitted to ..... .
Time limit
for Delegate's speaking . .......................... .
final report of committees on propositions •.••...•.•.••.
introduction of propositions by Delegates ..•...........
by committees ............•....................
motions, consideration of .......................... .
referral of propositions to committees ............... .
Rules Committee report of propositions .............. .
Title of proposition ................................. .
To lay on table
motion for, not amendable or debatable .............. .
vote not to be reconsidered, on motion for ............ .
To take from table
vote not to be reconsidered on motion for ....•..•......
Transcript of proceedings
distribution of copies of ........................... .
filed in office of Secretary ....................•...•.
see also Journal of proceedings
Unanimous consent
for advancing proposition ....................•.....
for alteration, suspension or rescission of Rules ....... .
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quorum, less than, proceedings ..................... .
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COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND GUIDA NCE

STATE OF NEW YORK
IN CONVENTION
Albany, April 5, 1967
Resolution No. 7

By

l\Ir. ScILEPPI

RESOLUTION OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
Proposing the creation of the Select Committee on Ethics and
Guidance for the Constitutional Convention, and prescribing
its powers and duties
\Vhereas, The maintenance of the highest moral and ethical
standards which are worthy and warrant the confidence of the people
is a matter of utmost concern to the Constitutional Convention; and
Whereas, The Office of Delegate to this Convention, one of the
highest offices which may be conferred by the people, demands that
it be held as a public trust ; and
\Vhereas, In return for this trust, the people are entitled to know
that no conflict between private interests and official duties exists
in those who serve them at the Constitutional Convention; and
vVhereas, Legislation has been enacted and rules adopted by the
Convention which establish ethical standards for both Delegates and
employees of the Convention; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That a select committee of the Convention, to be known
as the Select Committee on Ethics and Guidance for the Constitutional Convention, be and hereby is created. Such committee shall
consist of four members, to be appointed by the President, two of
whom shall be appointed on recommendation of the ~Iinority; and
be it further
Resolved, That such committee shall receive any complaints or
charges that any Delegate or employee of the Convention has violated
any provision of law or rule of the Convention relating to the conduct or activities of Delegates or employees of the Convention, or
has otherw ise conducted himself in relation to his official duties so as
to warrant the censure of the Convention; and be it further
Resolved, That such committee may conduct such investigations of
complaints or charges and report their findings with appropriate
recommendations to the Convention and to the proper law enforcement officers if criminal prosecntion may be warranted; and be it
further
Resolved, That such committee, upon request of any Delegate or
employee of the Convention, may inquire anrl advise whether a
particular case involving such person comes within the prohibitions
contained in any law or rule of the Con\'ention relating to the conduct
of Delegates or emplovees of the Convention .
. \<lopte<l.
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LoBBYJNG

STATE OF NEW YORK
IN CONVENTION
Albany, .1f'ril 5, 1967
By ::'\fr. F,wi-:ssFL
Resolution "'.'\o. 8
RESOLUTION OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
P roposing the creation of the Select Committee on Lobbying
fo r the Constitutional Convention, and prescribing its powers
and duties
\Vh ereas, It is of utmost importance to all the citizens of this
S tate that the work of the Constitutional Convenion be carried on
wit h careful deliheration free from interruption and interference; and
\ Vhereas, The decisions made by the Constitutional Convention
will affect the lives and interests of many persons and groups within
the State for many years to come; and
\Vhereas, it is inevitable that representatives of various groups,
both public and private, will be present to promote and protect the
interest of their members; and
Whereas, This practice of special representation, commonly known
as "l&bbying," has long been recognized and accepted on both the
fed eral and State level; and
V/hereas, Article one of our State Constitution prohibits the passage of any law abridging the right of the people to petition their
government ; and
\ Vhereas, \Vhile lobbying per se is not inherently evil or harmful,
certain practices connected therewith may de\'elop at the Convention
which would adversely affect the public interest; and
\ \'he reas, It is the belief of the Delegates of this Convention, recogni zing the constitutional rights granted by Article one of the State
Constitution, that the best interests of each and every citizen of this
State will be protected by the creation of a special committee to
investigate complaints concerning the conduct of persons retained
or employed for compensation to promote or oppose, directly or indi rectly, the adoption of proposed constitutional amendments; now,
therefore, he it
Rcsolvccl, That a special committee of the Constitutional Convention, to Le known as the Select Committee on Lobbying, be and the
same hereby is created. Such committee shall consist of four members, to he appointed by the President, two of whom shall be appointed on recommendation of the :,.1 inority; and be it further
Resolved, That ~uch co111111ittcc shall have the power and it shall
he its duty to investigate corn;ilaints relating to the \'iolation of any
provision of la\\" or rule of the Convention governing the conduct of
persons, f1r111s, corporal iom an<I associations engaged in lobbying in
connectiP11 with the Con,·ention: and he it further
Rcsol\'ed. That such committee shall make a report of its findings
with appropriate rccom111rndations to the Convention and to the
prop<:r law enforcement officers if criminal prosecution be warranted.
,\cloptc.1.
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Provisions of law relating to lobbying
Chapter 7, Laws of 1967

AN ACT
To amend the legislative law, in relation to lobbying in connection
with the constitutional convention convening in the year nineteen hundred sixty-seven, and providing penal sanctions for
violation of rules or regulations of such convention relating
thereto

The People of the State of N £'1.iJ York, reprcsc11tcd in S cnate and
Assembly, do c11act as follows:
Section 1. The legislative law is hereby amended by inserting
therein a new section, to be section sixty-six-b, to read as follows:
§ 66-b. Registration and reports by certain persons promoting or
opposing the adoption of proposed constitutional amendments by the
constitutional convention convening in the vear nineteen hundred
sixty-seven.
'
1. Every person retained or employed for compensation by any
person, firm, corporation or association who, on behalf of such principal or employer, promotes or opposes directly or indirectly the adoption of a proposed constitutional amendment or amendments by the
constitutional convention convening in the year nineteen hundred
sixty-seven, whether or not he has a personal interest therein, shall,
before any st?rvice is entered upon in promoting or opposing such proposed constitutional amendment or amendments, file in the office
of the secretary of state a writing subscribed by such per~on stating
the name or names of the person or persons, firm or firms, corporation
or corporations, association or associations by whom or on whose behalf
he is retained or employed, together with a brief description of the
proposed constitutional amendment or amendments in reference to
which such service is to be rendered.
2. It shall lie the dnty of the secretary of state to provide a docket
to be known as the docket of constitutional convention appearances,
with appropriate blanks and indices, and to forthwith enter therein
the names of the persons so retained or employed and of the persons,
firms, corporations or a%ociations retaining or employing them,
together with a brief description of the proposed constitutional amendment or amenclments in reference to which the service is to he rendered, which docket shall be open to public inspection.
3. Cpon the termination of such retainer or employment the fact
of such termination, with the date thereof, shall be entered in the
docket by the secretary of state upon receiving written notice to that
efTect from such person or from the person, firm, corµoration or association in whose Lehalf such service has been rendered.
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4. No person, firm, corporation or association shall retain or employ any person to promote or oppose any proposed constitutional
amendment or amendments for compensation contingent in whole or
in part upon the adoption or defeat of any such amendment or amendments by the constitutional convention, and no person shall accept
any such employment or render any such service for compensation
contingent upon such adoption or defeat.
5. No person shall for compensation engage in promoti ng or opposing any proposed constitutional amendment or amendments by
such constitutional convention except upon appearance entered in
accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section.
6. It shall be the duty of every person, firm, corporation, public or
private, or association, ( whether or not requi red to file pu rsuant to the
provisions of subdivision one hereof), not later than April fifteenth,
nineteen hundred sixty-seven, to file in the office of the secretary
of state an itemized statement verified by the oath of such person, or
in case of a firm by the oath of a member thereof, or in case of a
domestic corporation or association by the oath of an officer thereof,
or in case of a foreign corporation or association by the oath of an
officer or a:..:ent thereof, showing in detail all expenses paid, incurred
or promised directly or indirectly through April third, nineteen hundred sixty-seven, in connection with promoting or opposing any
constitutional amendment or amendments which may be proposed at
such constitutional convention, with the names of the payees and the •
amount paid to each, including all disbursements paid, incurred or
promised to persons employed or retained up to such date, and also
specifying the nature of such constitutional amendment or amendments, and the interest therein of such person, firm, corporat ion or
association; provided however no such itemized statement need be
filed if the total of such itemized expenses for the period ending April
third, nineteen hundred sixty-seven is less than two hund red fifty
dollars.
7. The provisions of this section shall not apply to the state nor
shall subdivisions one, five and nine of this section apply to a county,
city, town, village, public board or institution, or their agents or
employees ; nor shall the provisions of this section be construed as
affecting professional services in drafting- a proposed constitu tional
amendment or amendments or in advising clients or in rendering
opinions as to the construction and effect of any constitutioual amendment or amendments which may be proposed at such convention where
such professional service is not otherwise connected with constitutional convention action.
8. On or before April twenty-fourth, nineteen hundred sixty-seven,
the secretary of state shall furnish to each delegate to such convention
a summary of the information contained in the docket of constitutional convention appearances, and on or before such date shall also
transmit to the prcsiclrnt of such constitutional convention a copy of
every statemc-nt filed in his office up to and including such date
pursuant to ~11hclivision six of 1his section.
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9. Every person, every member of any firm, and every association
or corporation violating any provision of this section and every person
causing or participating in a violation thereof shall be gnilty of a
misdemeanor and, in case of an individnal, shall be punishable by
imprisonment in a penitentiary or co11nty jail for not more than one
year or by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or I,y both,
and, in case of an association or corporation, by a fine of not more
than one thousand dollars. And in addition to the penalties hereinbefore imposed any corporation or association failing to file the
statement of expenses prescribed by this section shall forfeit to the
people of the state of New York the stun of one hundred dollars per
day for each day following the expiration of thirty days after the
time fixed by snhdivision six for filing s11ch statement, to be recovered
in an action to be brought hy the attorney general.

§ 2. The provisions of section sixty-six-b of the legislative law,
as added by this act, shall remain in force and effect only until the
constitutional convention convening in nineteen hundred sixty-seven
shall adopt rules or regulations governing the registration or conduct
of persons, firms, corporations or associations engaged in lobbying
in connection with such convention, and thereafter ~11ch section shall
remain in force and effect only to the extent not inconsistent with such
rules or regulations.

§ 3. Thirty days after the adoption and filing in the ofiice of the
secretary of state by the constitutional convention of nineteen h11ndred
sixty-seven of rules or regulations governing the registration or cond11ct of persons, firms, corporations or associations engaged in lobbying in connection with such convention, any person, firm, corporation
or association who or which violates any snch rule or regulation, in
addition to any other penalty provided by law, shall be gnilty of a
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than one year
or a fine of not more than one thousand dollars. or bv both. lf the
con~tit11tional com·ention shall adopt such rules or r~gnlations the
~ecre1ary of state shall perform 1he duties imposed upon him therein.
~ 4. This act shall take effect imme,liately, except that s11bcli\·isin11
nine <•f section sixty-six-b of the legislative law, as added by this act.
shall take effect :\1arch first. nineteen hundred sixty-seven.
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Provisions of law relating to operation of 1967 Constitutional
Convention and conduct of delegates and employees
Chapter 124, Laws of 1967
AN ACT

In relation to the constitutional convention to be held in the year
nineteen hundred sixty-seven, and to amend the civil rights law,
in relation thereto

The People of tlze State of New York, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows:

Section l. The delegates to the constitutional convention to be held
in the year nineteen hundred sixty-seven shall convene at noon on
the first Tuesday of April of the year nineteen hundred sixty-seven in
the assembly chamber at the state capitol. It shall be the duty of the
secretary of state to call the convention to order, call the roll thereof,
administer th e constitutional oath of office to the delegates, and preside at all meetings thereof until a president or other presiding officer, either temporary or permanent, shall have been elected by such
convention and shall have taken his seat.
§ 2. The commissioner of general services shall give notice in
accordance with the provisions of the state printing law, that on the
thirty-first day of March, nineteen hundred sixty-seven, he will receive
sealed proposals for the printing of the documents, journals and proceedings of the convention. The commissioner shall publicly open the
proposals received pursuant to such notice and shall transmit the same
to the convention at its first session, together with a recommendation
by him as to the bid, the acceptance of which he considers most
advantageous and with a blank form of contract in accordance with
such recommendation for the use of the convention should it so
determine.
§ 3. The delegates to the convention shall not be questioned in
any other place for any speech or debate in the convention or in any
proceeding directly connected therewith.
§ 4. a. The chairman of a standing or select committee of the
convention. or subcommittee of any such committee composed of at
least three delegates, or a majority thereof, may issue a subpoena
requiring a person to attend a public or private hearing of such committee or subcommittee held at any place within the state and be
examined in reference to any matter within the scope of the inquiry
or in\'estig-ation being conducted. and, in a proper case, to bring with
him books, papers, documents and other evidence. Any such committe or subcommittee shall have generally all the powers of a legislative committee as provided by the legislative law. Any delegate or
employee of the convention may adm inister an oath to a witness at any
surh hearing-.
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b. No 'such committee or subcomm;ttee shall have the power to
take testimony at a public or private hearing unless at least two of
its members are present at such hearing.
c. The provisions of the civil practice law and rules in relation to
enforcing obedience to a subpoena lawfully issuecl by a judge, arbitrator, referee or other person in a matter not arising in an action in
a court of record shall apply to a subpoena issued as authorized by
this section.

§ 5. In addition to any other penalty or punishment otherwise
provided by law, the convention shall have the power to punish by
imprisonment, for a term not extending heyond the final adjournment thereof, as a contempt, the following offenses:
a. Disorderly conduct of its members, employees or others in the
immediate view and presence of the convention and directly tending
to interri;pt and disturb its proceedings.
b. Refusing to attend or be examined as a witness or to produce
papers and documents called for by subpoena before a standing or
select committee, or subcommittee thereof, or before any person
authorized by a standing or select committee, or subcommittee thereof,
to take testimony.
c. Giving or offering a bribe to any delegate or attempting by
menace or other corrupt means, or inducement or device, directly or
indirectly, to control or influence a delegate in his vote or other official conduct in or in relation to the convention.
d. Violating any - provision of any rule or regulation of the convention which rule or regulation makes the violation thereof punishable as a contempt of the convention.
§ 6. All departments, public officers, boards and commissions of
the state and of any civil division thereof shall promptly furnish to
the convention and to any standing or select committee, or subcommittee thereof, whenever so ordered or required, such facilities, assistance,
data, information, papers, statements, books or documents that the
convention or such committee or subcommittee shall deem of use in its
deliberations or to properly carry out its powers and duties.
§ 7. a. A person who gives or offers, or causes to be given or
offered, a bribe, or any money, property, or value of any kind, or any
promise or agreement therefor, to a delegate to the convention, or to
a person who has been elected a delegate thereto, or attempts, directly
or indirectly by menace, deceit, suppression of truth, or other corrupt means, to influence such a delegate or person to give or withhold his vote, or to absent himself from the convention of which he is,
or is to become, a delegate, or from any standing or select committee,
or subcommittee thereof, is punishable by imprisonment for not more
than ten years, or by a fine of not more than five thousand dollars, or
by both.
b. A delegate to the rnnvention, or a person elected to become a
delegate thereto, who asks, receives, or agrees to receive any hrihc
upon any 1mckrsta11ding that his official vote, opinion, jt1clgment or
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action shall be influenced thereby, or shall be given in any particular
manner or upon any particular side of any question or matter upon
which he may be required to act in his official capacity, or who gives
or offers or promises to give any official vote in consideration that
another delegate to the convention, or person elected to become
such a delegate, shall give any such vote, either upon the same or
another question, is punishable by imprisonment for not more than
ten years, or by a fine of not more than five thousand dollars, or both.
§ 8. No employee of the convention shall, except within the scope
of his convention employment, directly or indirectly, promote or oppose the passage of any proposed constitutional amendment or resolution by the convention. A violation of this section shall constitute
a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than one
year or by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or both.

§ 9. a . No person, firm, association or corporation shall televise,
broadcast, take motion pictures or arrange for the televising, broadcasting, or taking of motion pictures of proceedings of a standing or
select committee, or subcommittee thereof, of the convention, in which
the testimony of witnesses by subpoena or other compulsory process
is or may be taken, except upon ( l) the prior consent of the chairman of such committee or subcommittee and the concurrence of a
majority of the members thereof present at such proceedings that it is
in the public interest to permit such televising, broadcasting or taking
of motion pictures, and (2) the written consent of the witness so
testifying obtained prior to his testifying.
b. A person, firm, association or corporation who or which televises, broadcasts or takes motion pictures of proceedings of the convention or of a standing or select committee, or subcommittee thereof,
or who arranges therefor, in violation of the provisions of this section
is punishable by imprisonment for not more than one year, or by a
fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or by hoth.
c. The provisions of this section shall supersede inconsistent provisions of section fifty-two of the civil rights law or any other law.

§ 10. Paragraph (a) of subdivision one of section seventy-three
of the civil rights law, as added by chapter four hundred fourteen of
the laws of nineteen hundred fifty-four, is hereby amended to read
as follows:
(a)" Agency". ,\ standing or select committee of either house of
the legislature or a joint committee of both houses; a duly authorized
subcommittee of any such legislative committee; the commissioner of
investigation acting pursuant to section eleven of the executive law;
a commissioner appointed by the governor acting pursuant to section
six of the executive law; the attorney general acting pursuant to subdivision eight of section sixty-three of the executive law; any temporary state commission or any duly authorized subcommittee thereof
which has the power to require testimony or the production of evidence by subpoena or other compulsory process in an investigation
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being conducted hy it; and any standing or select committee, or subcommittee thereof, of the constitutional convention to be held in the
year nineteen hundred sixty-seven.

§ 11. This act shall take effect immediately, except that section
seven hereof shall take effect April first, nineteen hundred sixty-seven.
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APPENDIX C
Provisions of law relating to publication by the secretary of state
of an abstract of the proposed Constitution or amendments
Chapter 169, Laws of 1967
AN ACT
To amend a chapter of the laws of nineteen hundred sixty-seven,
entitled "An act in relation to the constitutional convention to
be held in the year nineteen hundred sixty-seven, and to amend
the civil rights law, in relation thereto," in relation to publication
by the secretary of state of a proposed constitution or constitutional amendments
The People of the State of New York, represented in S enatl' and
Asse111bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Sections ten and eleven of a chapter of the laws of
nineteen hundred sixty-seven, entitled "An act in relation to the
constitutional convention to be held in the year nineteen hundred
sixty-seven, and to amend the civil rights law, in relation thereto,"
are hereby renumbered sections eleven and twelve, respectively, and
a new section ten is added to read as follows :
§ 10. a. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, the secretary of state shall publish once in each of the four weeks preceding
the election at which a proposed constitution and/or proposed constitutional amendments adopted by the convention are to be submitted
to the voters of the state :
( 1) a recital of this act, by chapter number and year of its enactment, as the law authorizing such publication;
(2) an abstract of the text of ~uch constitution and of each such
amendment, if any; and
( 3) a brief statement of the form in which it is to be submitted.

b. Such abstract of the text of such constitution and of each such
amendment, if any, and such brief statement of the form in which
the same is to be submitted shall be prepared by the convention and
delivered to the secretary of state, who shall cause the same to be
publi~hed as prepared by the convention.
c. Such publication shall be made in two newspapers published in
each county, except that such publication shall be made in the county
of 1\' ew York. in ten newspapers published in such county and in the
counties of Kings, Bronx and Queens in four newspapers published
in the city of New York and which have an edition for any of the
respective counties. One of such newspapers in each county shall be
one representing the party polling at the last preceding gubernatorial
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election the highest number of votes for governor, another of such
newspapers in each county shall be one representing the party polling
at such election the next highest number of votes for governor, and
all such newspapers shall bt: newspapers of the greatest circulation
and shall be paid tht:ir usual rate.

'

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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APPENDIX D
Provisions of law relating to a code of ethics
Public Officers Law

§ 74. Code of Ethics.
1. Definition. As used in this section: The term "state agency
shall mean any state department, or division, board, commission, or
h11reau of any state department.
The term "legislative employee" shall mean any officer or employee
of the legislature hut it shall not include members of the legislature.

2. Rule with respect to conflicts of interest. No officer or employee
of a state agency, member of the legislature or legislative employee
should have any interest, financial or otherwise, direct or indirect, or
engage in any business or transaction or professional activity or incur
any obligation of any nature, which is in substantial conflict with the
proper discharge of his duties in the public interest.
3. Standards.
a. No officer or employee of a state agency, member of the legislature or legislative employee should accept other employment which
will impair his independence of judgment in the exercise of his official
duties.
b. No officer or employee of a state agency, member of the legislature or legislative employee should accept employment or engage in
any business or professional activity which will require him to disclose
confidential information which he has gained by reason of his official
position or authority.
c. No officer or employee of a state agency, member of the legislature or legislative employee should disclose confidential information
acquired by him in the course of his official duties nor use such information to further his personal interests.
d. No officer or employee of a state agency, member of the legislature or legislative employee should use or attempt to use his official
position to secure unwarranted privilege:; or exemptions for himself
or others.
e. No officer or employee of a state agency, member of the legislature or legislative employee should engage in any transaction as representative or agent of the state with any business entity in which he has
a direct or indirect financial interest that might reasonablv tend to
conflict with the proper discharge of his official duties.
.
f. An officer or employee of a state agency, member of the legislature or legislative employee should not hy his conduct give reasonable
basis for the impres~ion that any person can improperly influence him
or unduly enjoy his favor in the performance of his official duties. or
that he is affected by the kinship. rank. position or influence of any
party or person .
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g. An officer or employee of a state agency should abstain from
making personal investments in enterprises which he has reason to
believe may be directly involved in decisions to be made by him or
which will otherwise create substantial conflict between his duty in the
public interest and his private interest.
h. An officer or employee of a state agency, member of the legislature or legislative employee should endeavor to pursue a course of
conduct which will not raise suspicion among the public that he is
likely to be engaged in acts that are in violation of his trust.

i. No officer or employee of a state agency employed on a full-time
basis nor any firm or association of which such an officer or employee
is a member nor corporation a substantial portion of the stock of which
is owned or controlled directly or indirectly by such officer or employee, should sell goods or services to any person, firm, corporation or
association which is licensed or whose rates are fixed by the state
agency in which such officer or employee serves or is employed.

j. If any officer or employee of a state agency shall have a financial
interest, direct or indirect, having a value of ten thousand dollars or
more in any activity which is subject to the jurisdiction of a regulatory
agency, he should file with the secretary of state a written statement
that he has such a financial interest in such activity which statement
shall be open to public inspection.
4. Violations. In addition to any penalty contained in any other
provision of law any such officer, member or employee who shall
knowingly and intentionally violate any of the provisions of this section may be fined, suspended or removed from office or employment in
the manner provided by law.
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RULE

RULE 8 (Continued)

SUSPENSION OF RULES
RULE

I
~

co
..J

Any standing rule of th e Convention may be suspended
temporarily by o vote of two-third s (109) of the Delegates
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
to the Convention, except that rule requiring the consideraThe Convention shall elect from 'lmJngitsDelegoteso tion of proposals on three different days; Provided, That
President, o First Vice Pre~ident, o Second Vice President such tem')()rory suspension shall apply only to the molter
and o Secretory. The PresidentondtheSecond Vice Presi- under immediate consideration, and in no case shall it exdent shall be from one political party different from that of tend beyond on adjournment.
the First Vice President ond the Secretory. The Convention
RULE
6
shell, by resolution or recommendation, appoint such other
officers ond employees it deems necessory for the proper
AMENDING STANDING RULES
conduct of the Convention.
No standing rule of the Convention shall be amended
RULE
2
except by resolution adopted by on offirmotive--.__recorded
•,. of n •11ujority (82) of the Delegates to the Convention.
ASSIGNMENT OF DESKS
No ~uch resolution shell be consid?.red until it shall hove
been referred to the Com,iittee on Rules and reported
Delegates to the Convention shall be assigned desks in •h .. refrol"l b, o majority vote of the committee members.
the Holl of the House of Representatives olphobeticollybeginning with Seot No. two.
RULE
7

RULE

TIME OF DAILY MEETING
The tim'! of convening shall be 1:30 p.m. on Mondays
ond 9:30 o.m. on other days unless otherwise oruered hy o
majority vole of the Delegates present.
4

ADOPTION OF STANDING RULES

Th e Corimittee on Rules may ot any time report o
temperer y rule. Upon adoption by on affirmative rec orded
vote of two-third s (109) of the Delegates to the Convention,
,,,I, tP"'porary rule shall hove the effect, for the time
•.• ,ng, ,. 1 ,, 1unding rule. !f such temporary rule shall be
i11 conflict with o standing rule, it shall supersede such
standing rule only for the time being.
RULE

The President shall toke the Choir each day at the hour
to which the Convention shall hoveodjourned. He shall coll
the Convention to order and, except in the absence of o
quorum, shol l proceed to business in the m-::,nner prescribed
by these rules.
The President shall possess the powers and perform
the duties herein prescribed:

I.

2.

He shall decide oil questions of order, subject to
appeal by the Convention. No debate shell !:.'!
allowed on questions of order unless there be o-,
appeal. On every appeal he shall hove the right to
state his reason for his decision. In case of such
appeal no mernber sho 11 speak m::,re than once i;~fess by permission of the Convention. On the
question of oppeol o majority (82)cfrhe Delegates
shall be necessary to override o decision by the
President.

3.

He shall, ofter consultation with the Vice Presidents ond Secretory, appoint oil committees, except where the Convention shall otherwise order.

8

In ol f coses not provided for by these Standing Rul es of
the Convention, the authority shall be MASON•S MANUAL
OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE.

He shall preserve order and d~corum, and in debate shall prevent personol reflections and shall
confine delegates to the question under discussion.
When two or more delegates rise ot the some
tim'!, he shall name the one entitled to the floor.
In cose of any disturbance or disorderly ccnduct
on the floor or in the galleries or lobbies, he sf-cl I
hove the power to order the some to be c leered.

PARLIAMENTARY RULES
The adoption of the Standing Rules sho ff require on
offirmotive recorded vote of om-::, jority (82) of the Delegates
to the Convention. Vv'hen once adopted, such Standing Rules
shall rem-::,in in effect, unless suspended or om'!nded os
proviued in the,e rules.

9

THE PRESIDENT

TEM 0 0RARY RULES

RULE

RULE

Alf porliom'!ntory rulings shall be the responsibility
of, ond shall be mode by, the presiding officer.

RULE 9 (Coi,tinued}

RULE 9

Each committee shall be comoosed of delegates
from each political party and shall be os nearly
bi-partisan os possible. The first two delegates
named to each committee shall be of different
politico! parties, ond shall be designated as cochoirmen,

I
I-'
CX)
CX)

I

4.

He moy authorize any delegate to perform the
duties of the Choir, but for no longer than that day.

5.

When necessary or required, he shall, with the
Secretory, certify all officio! acts including proposals and reports approved by the Convention.

6.

He shall sign ell requisitions upon the State Treasurer and al I vouchers for payment of expenditures.

7.

He shell designate and assign, or authorize the
designation of ovoiloble seating and movement of
the persons "ho shall act os news medic representatives within the Convention Holl end committee rooms. Any news media representative
col led to order by the presiding officer or any
delegate mJst return to his assigned seat ororeo
immediately. Refusal to do so shall be sufficient
cause for the removal of such representative for
the duration of the convention. He shell authorize
the toking of photographs ct session and committee
meetings of the Convention subject to the following conditions:
o.

b.

The authorization given by the President shall
apply only to photographers from, or employed by, accredited newspaper or wire services,
and newsreel or television photographers.
The authorization shall extend tool! sessions
of th e Convention and al I committee m~etin gs,
bu r shal l not extend to executi ve meetin gs of
s uch com-nittees,

(Continued)

c.

Sound-on-film cameras, and other cameras
not in the portable category, sha ll be permitted in the well and the two front corners
of the Convention Holl end in the committee
rooms in such oreos os the committee cochairmen shall determine. Such cameras
shell not be assembled, disassembled or removed while the Convention or committees
ore in session,

d.

To the extent procticol, o flash opporotus shall
not be used.

e.

f.

Photographs authorized to be token shall be in
such manner os to co use the leost possible inconvenience to the Convention or the committees.
Any photographer called to order by the presiding officer or any delegate must return to
his assigned seat or oreo immediately. Refusal to do so shall be sufficient cause for the
removal of such representative fo r the duro•
lion of the convention.

8.

He shall be o member ex-officio without vote on
all committees.

9.

He shall declare the vote ond announce the result
according to the foe ton ell questions and divisions.

10.

He shell not engage in ony debate, or propose his
opinion on any question, except the assigning of his
reason s fo r his dec isio ns on onyoppeo l therefrom,
without fir st co lling some De legate to occupy the
cho ir .

11.

As a Delega te, he shell hove th e r ight to vote on
any molter coming before the Convention in th e
some manner authorized for other Delegates .

RULE 9 (Continued)
12.

He shell hove authority, subject ta approval by the
Committee on Administration and Finance to appoint employees. He shall also hove the authority
to suspend or dismiss any employees for misconduct, incompetency, insubordination or dereli c·tion
of duty subject to approval of a majority of the
members of the Committee on Administration end
Finance. Such decision of the committee shall be
mode within three Convention Days ofter referral
•of such matter to them by the President.
RULE

10

VACANCY, ABSENCE OR INABILITY TO SERVE
President
In the event of o vacancy in the office of the President
by death or resignation the First Vice President shall temporarily serve as President unti Io new Presider,! is elected
by the Convention. In the event of the absence or the inobi lity of the President to preside the First Vice President
shell serve cs acting President during such absence or inability to serve.
First Vice President
In the event of o vacancy in the office of First Vice
President by death or resignation the Second Vice President
shall temporarily serve as FirstVicePresidentuntilo new
First Vice President is elected by the Convention. In the
event of theobsenceorinobilityoftheFirst Vice President,
the Second Vice President shall serve as acting First Vice
President during such absence or inability to serve.
Second Vice Presid. nt
In th e e vent of o vacancy in the office of the Se cond
Vice Pre s ident by death or resignation the Sec r etory shul l

RULE
RULE 10

(Continued)
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RULE 12 (Continued)
OFFICIAL REPORTERS - DUTIES

3.
serve temporarily os Second Vice President until o new
Second Vice President is elected by the Convention. In the
event of the absence or inobi lily of the Second Vice Presicient, the Secretory shol I serve os acting Second Vice President during such absence or inability to serve.

•Delegates sholl be ot least twenty-one yeors
of oge ond shall hove been citizens ond residents
of the'Stote for ot leost four yeors. Delegates shol I
hove residf!d in and been o registered elector of
their respective senatorial districtsoneyeornext
before their election, and sholl reside in their respective senatorial districts during their terms of
service.•

Secretory
In the event of the vacancy in the office of Secretory
by d~th or resignation the Convention shall elect o new
Secretory.
RULE

11
4.

THE SECRET ARY - POWERS AND DUTIES

I

I-'

co
\0
I

The Secretory shall, with the President, when necessary er required, certify all officio I acts including the proposals or reports approved by the Convention and shall
perform such other duties os may be required by low or by
the Convention.

12

The Co.,vention sholl be the judge of the election
and quolificotions of its members.

2.

In the cose of o vacancy in the office of Delegate,
if the Delegate is on ex-officio member, the voconcy shall be filled by the person ossuming the office.

There shall be present on the floor of the Convention ot leost one official reporter during the sessions. They shall record and transcribe, or shall
couse the entire proceedings of the Convention to
be recorded and transcribed, os concisely as
possible, core being token to record o true and
accurate account of the proceedings. These proceedings shall be entered in the Journal of the
Convention.

2.

They shall include in the Journal:

RULE

I.

2.

o.

the number, sponsor(s) ond text of every
proposal introduced

b.

all resolutions in full

c.

motions

d,

omendment(s)

e.

debate in full

f.

questions of order with decisions

g.

messages

h.

reports

A question of the election, returns or qualifications

13

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS - DUTIES

ELECTION CONTESTS AND FILLING OF VACANCIES
I.

I.

of ony Delegate shol I be referred to the Rules
Committee for investigation and report.

In the event of the tempororyobsence of the Secretory,
or in the event of his temporary inability to perform his
duties, the President sholl designate o Delegate os Acting
Secrerory from the some political party os the Secretory,
to serve unti I the return of the Secretory.
RULE

In the cose of voconcy in the office of on elected
Delegate, the remaining Delegates of that politico I
party sholl elect o successor meeting thequolificotions prescribed in subsection (b)ofSection2of
the Act of 1967 which provides:

He shol I attend the Convention during its meetings,
preserve order and serve all processes issued by
authority of the Convention and directed by the
President. He shall receive his actual expenses
for himself or for on ossistontwhenexecutingony
such processes.
He shall see thotnopersonisodmittedto the Convention Holl, except in accordance with the provisions of the rules.

3.

He shol I hove general supervision over the Assistant Sergeont-ot-Arms, and shall be responsible
for their official octsondtheirperformonceofond
regular ottendonce upon their duties.

4.

He shol I hove such other duties as moy be assigned
to him by the President.

votes (roll coll ond voice)
3.

They shall file intheOfficeoftheSecretoryon the
day fol lowing such proceedin;s, or os soon there-ofter os possible, o complete tronscript of the debate, ot which time eoch Delegate sholl hove tr.e
right to edit his remarks, if done within two succaeding Convention Doys.

RULE 16 (Continued)

RULE 17 (Continued)

RULE 14 (Continued)
4.

They sholl deliver such edited transcript to the
printer for the printing of the doily Journal.

Ninth

-

Introduction of Resolutions

When Less than a Quorum Vote

Tenth

-

Consideration of Calendar

Unfinished Business

When less than o quorum vote upon any subject vnder
the consideration of the Convention, not less than twelve
Delegates may demand o coll of the Convention. It shall
then be the duty of the President to order the doors of the
Convention to be closed and the roll of the Delegates to be
called. If it is oscertoinedthotoquorum is present, either
by answering their names or by their presence in the Convention Holl, the President shall ogain order the roll to be
called; and if any Delegate or Delegates present refuse to
vote, such refusol shall be deemedondrecordedos o negative vote,

(o)

Reports of com'TIJttees

When Less

(b)

Introduction of proposals

(c)

Introduction of resolutions

When, upon o coll, which moy be demanded by not less
than twelve Delegates, it is found that less thar. a quorum is
present, the Secretory shall immediately report to the Ccnvention the names and reasons for leave of absence of any
Delegate and it shol I be the duty of the President to order
the doors of the Convention to be closed and to order the
Secretoryor Clerk to coll the roll of the Convention end to
note the absentees for which no leave hos been granted,
ofter whic;h thenomesoftheabsenteesshollogain be colled.
Those for whose absence no excuse hos been granted, moy,
by order of o majority of the Delegates present, be sent for
and token into custody by the Sergeant-at-Arms or his
ossistonts appointed for the purpose, ond be brought before
the bar of fhe Convention where, unless excused by o majority of the Delegates present, they shall be reproved by
the President for neglect of duty.

(a)

Third consideration

ADMISSION TO THE FLOOR OF THE CONVENTION

(b)

Second consideration

:1 shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms to prevent
c 11 :::,•, sons except Delegates, officers and employees of the
ConvE:nti;:,.~ and properly accredited photogrophers, newspaper represer,totives, rodio ond television personnel from
~o:--r:;ng within lhe bar of the Convention Holl, unless upon
in ,itotion of the President.

(c)

First consideration

(d)

Resolutions

RULE

15

Eleventh

-

No other person sholl be permitted to occupy the seot
of o Oelagate ot any time.
RULE

16

ORDER OF BUSINESS

I

Twelfth

-

Announcements

Thi rleenth

-

Adjournment

I-'

'°
0
I

At the meetings of the Convention the order of business
sholl be as follows ;
First

-

Coll to Order

Second

-

Proyer

Third

-

Reading ond Approval of Journal

Fourth

-

Leoves of Absence

Fifth

· A~y question moy, by o majority vote of the Delegates
present, be mode o special order of bu~ine!.S, Any ques:ion
having been mode o special ordE:r for o particular day, and
not having been reached on that day, shol I be upon the order
of •Unfinished Business• on thenextsucceedingConvention
day.
1
I
RULE

17

OUORUM
-

Roll Coll
What Constitutes o Quorum

Sixth

-

Communications and Petitions

Seventh

-

Reports of Committees

Eighth

-

Introduction of Proposals

A m"ljority of all the Delegates (82) shall constitute a
quorum, but o sm"lller numbermoyodjournfromdoy to day
ond compel the attendance of absent Delegates.

than a Quorum Present

Admission of Delegates During Quorum Coll
Delegates who voluntori ly oppeor during o quorum col I
shall be admitted to the Convention Holl, Upon recognition
by the President, they shall onnounce their presence ond
their names shall be recorded on the roll.

RULE 17 (Continued)

RULE 18 (Continued)

Visitors Barred from Convention Hall During Cuarum
Coll

shell not disc~s o question in such explonotion. The question of personal privilege shell be limited to questions
affecting the rights, reputation ond conduct of the Delegates
in their capacity os Delegates.

RULE 18 (Continued)

Visitors sholl not be admitted to the Convention Hall
ofter the doors ore closed, nor until the proceedings under
the coll ore terminated.

/

Ouarum Coll Undebatable
These proceedings sholl be without debateond no motion, except to adjourn, shell be in order.
RULE

18

RIGHTS ANO DUTIES OF DELEGATES
Delegates must be Present Unless Excu11ed

I
I-'
I.O

I-'
I

Every Delegate sholl be present in the Convention Hol I
during the sessions, unless previously excused or prevented
from ottending by illness or other sufficient cause, and shall
vote on eoch question stoled by the choir unless excused
under rhe provisions of Rule 19. It shall be the duty of ony
Delegate to report to the Secretory of the Convention the
cause for his absence.
Recognition by President

Calling Delegates to Order
If any Delegate transgresses the Rules of the Convention in ony way, the President sholl, or any Delegate may,
coll the offending Delegate to order. The Delegate so celled
to order shell immediately toke his seat until the President,
without debate shol I hove determined whether or not he is
in order. Such decisionbythePresidentsholl be subject to
on appeal to the Convention, If the decision is in his favor,
he shell be at liberty to proceed; if otherwise, he shell not
proceed without leave of the Convention.
Offensive Words

Interruption While Speoking Prohibited; Exceptions
-While o Delegate hos the floor, no other Delegate shall
interrupt him or otherwise interrupt the business of the
Convention, except for the purpose of moki ,, g o point cf
order, colling him to order, or for the purpose of moving
the previous question, or for the purpose of demanding that
o point oforderunderdiscussionorconsid<:>rotionbe imm~diotely decided.
Any Delegate shell, though another Delegate hos the
floor, be recognized by the President ond be in order to
call to order the Delegate, to make o point of order, or to
move the previous question, or to demand thot o point of
order be immediately decided.
Arrest and Questioning Restricted

If any Delegate is col led to order for offensive words
Every Delegate shol I in ol I coses, ~xcept treoson, felspoken in debcte, the Delegate colling him to order shall
ony, violation of their ooth of office, ond breoch of surety
stole to the Convention the words to which exception is
of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their ott ~Jtoken. ff o majority of the Delegates present decide the
o nee ot the session of the Convention ond in going to, d
words ore offensive, they shall be stricken from the Journol.
returning from the some; and shol I not be questioned in 01
other place for any speech or debate in the Convention or in
Disorderly Conduct
any proceeding directly connected therewith.

Whenever any Delegate is col led to order and such
When o Delegote desires tooddress the Convention, he
· Delegate foils to sit down ond be in order, but continues to
sholl rise ond respectfully address himself to •Mr. Presibe disorderly, it shall be the duty of the Sergeont-ot-~rms
dent,• Upon recognition, he may speok, confining himself
and/or his assistants, upon the direction of the President,
· to the question under consideration. When two or more
to require such Delegate to toke his seat and be in ord~r.
Delegate, rise ot the some time, the President shall desigAny Delegate who persish in disorderly conduct ofter being
nate the Delegate who is entitled to the floor. Such decision
warned by the President may, by motion duly mode _and
sho_ll not be subject to appeal.
carried by o majority of the Delegates present, be required
to purge himself of such misconduct; ond until such Delegate
Personal Explonotion
hos purged himself, heshallnotbeentitledto the privileges
of the floor,
·
Any Delegate moy rise toexploino molter personal to
himself ond shall be recognized by the Pruident, but he

RULE

19

VOTING
Delegates Required to be Present and Vote; Refusal is
Negative Vote

Every Delegate shell be present within the Convention
Holl during the session of the Convention, unless duly excused or necessarily prevented, and shall be recorded os
voting for or against each question stated from the Choir
which reciuires o roll coll vote, unless excused by the Convention. The refusal of any Delegate to vote she I I be deemed

RULE 19 (Continued)
and recorded as a negative vote on each question on which
such refusal to YOte is recorded, unless he be excused or
unless he hove a direct personal or pecuniory interest in
connection with the pending question.
Delegote Hoving Personol Interest not to Vote
A Delegate who hos a personol or private interest in
ony proposal pending before the Convention shall disclose
the fact to the Convention, ond shall not vote thereon.
Excused frcm Voting
A Delegote desiring ta be excused from voting shall,
, nen o roll is colled,mokeobriefstotement of the reasons
for making such request, and the question on excusing him
shall then be decided by the Presidentwithoutdebote.

~

Changing Vote Prohibited; Explanation if Absent

1..0

~

No Delegate moy vote or chongehis vote ofter the result is announced by the President. Should o Delegote be
recorded erroneously on any vote, he may at any time, make
o statement to that effect which shall be entered on the
Journal. Simi !orly, should a Delegate be absent when o vote
is taken on ony question, he may later, with the permission
of the Convention, make o statement for entry in the Journal
indicating how he would have voted hod he been present when
the roll wos token, and the reosons therefor may be submitted in writing or delivered orally, not to exceed five
minutes.
Delegates Prohibited ot Clerk•s Desk During Roll Coll
No Delegote or other person shall be permitted at the
Reading Clerk•s desk during the recording, counting or
verification of o roll coll vote.

RULE 19 (Continued)
Verification
Upon completion oF o roll call and before the result is
~nnounced, if there appears to be !'eed for verification, the
President may direct the Secretory to verify it, or five
Delegotes may demand a verification. No Delegote may
change his vote ofter the affirmative or negative roll has
been declared verified.
Demanding Yeas ond Nays
The yeos and nays on any question may be demgnded
by not less than ten Delegates.
Electric Roll Coll
On any question requiring the yeas and nays, the electric roll coll system shall be used. On all other questions
to be voted upon, the President may, in his discretion, order
the yeas and nays token bv the electric roll coll system or
voice vote or, upon demand of two Delegates before the result of a vote hos been declared, the yeas and nays shall be
token by the electric roll coll system.
In the event the electric roll coll system is not in
operating order, the President shall order all yeo and nay
votes to be token by colling the roll, as provided in the
Rules of the Convention.
When the Convention is reody to vote upon ony question
requiring the yeos and nays and the vote is to be token by
the electric roll coll system, the President shall state,
11
The question •••••• {designating the molter to be voted
upon.)• The President shall then unlock the voting machine
and announce, • The Delegates shol I now proceed to vote.•
Once the voting hos begun, it shall not be interrupted, except for the purpose of questioning the ..-alidity of o Delegate's vote before the result is announced.

RULE 19 - Electric Roll Call (Continued)
When, in the judgment of the President, reasonable
time hos been allowed all Delegates to vote, he shall ask
the question, •Hove all Delegates present voted?• After o
pause, the President shall lock the machine and instruct
the Clerk to record the vote, and the President shall announce the result of the vote.
After the voting machine is locked, no Delegate may
change his vote, and the votes of tardy Delegotes will not
be recorded.
Jhe vote as electric'al Iy recorded on the rol I of Delegates shall not in any manner be altered or changed by any
person.
No Delegote shall vote on behalf of another Delegote,
except os hereinafter provided, nor shall any person not a
Delegate vote for a Delegate. Any Delegate who shall vote
or attempt tovoteonbeholfofonotherDelegote, or a person
not a Delegate who shall vote or attempt to vote on behalf
of o Delegote, may be punished in such manner as o majority (82) of the Delegates determine.
Any Delegate or other person who wilfully tampers with
or attempts to disarrange, deface, impair or destroy in any
manner whatsoever the electrical voting ea·Jipment used by
the Convention, or who instigates, aids ,;,· abets with the
intent ta destroy or change the record of vofes thereon shal I
be punished in such manner os a mojority(82) of the Delegates determine.
A Delegate who has been appointed by the President ta
preside as President Pro Tempore may designate onothu
Delegote to cast his vote on any question while he is presiding in accordance with his instructions from the Choir.
Roll Coll Not to be Interrupted
When once begun, the recording of the yeas ond noys
shall not be interrupted.

RULE 20 (Continued)
RUL E 20 (Continued)

RULE 19 (Continued)

Loy on Tobie
Roll Coll Vote

Seventh

-

To commit

Whon the President or ony Delegote is not sotisfied
with o vote on o pending question, the President may order
o roll coll vote; or, upon request of two Delegates before
the result of the vote is announced, he sholl order o roll
coll vote.

Eighth

-

To e mend

Ninth

-

To J>-)Stpone indefi~itely

Tenth

-

A moin motion

A motion to loy on the table is not debata ble, cannot

!

Explonotion of Vote
A Delegate moy submit o written explonotion of his
vote immediately following the onnouncement of the result
of the vote, ond hove it printed in the Journal,
·

RULE 20
MOTIONS
Adoption by Voice Vote
I

~

1..0

w
I

When o motion which is in order hos been modo, the
President sholl stole it. The President sholl then soy,
•Those in fovor of the motion will soy'oye'; those opposed
will :.oy •no•.•

A motion to adjourn is not debatable ond connot be
omended, ond is olwoys in order, except (o) when onother
Delegate hos the floor; (b) when the Convention is voting;
(c) during o coll of the Convention. A motion to odjourn
m ust be adopted byo mojority vote of the Delegates present.
When o motion to adjourn is modeond seconded, it sholl be
in order for the President, before putting the question, to
s tole to the Convention ony foci or focts reloting to the
business of the Convention which would seem to render it
improper or inodvisoble to odjourn. Such stotement shall
be limited to two minutes,
Previous Question

A motion for the previous question sholl be put only
when demanded by fifteen Delegates,ond in this form: •Sholl
the question be now put?• And its effect, when sustained by
Motions sholl hove precedence in the following order:
· o majority of the Delegates present shall put on end to oll
debate ond bring the Convention to an immediate vote on
First
- Toodjourn
th6 pending omendments 1 if ony, ond then upon the moin
question without debate. All incidental questions of order
Sec ond - For the previous question
arising ofter a motion for the previous question hos been
mode shell be decided, whether on oppeol or otherwise,
Third - To recess too certain time
without debate,
To loy on the table

fifth

-

To limit or extend limit, on debate

Sixth

-

To po,tpone too certain time

present. Any motion to lo yon the table, if odop ted, corries
with it the moin question ond everything tha t a dh eres to it;
Provided, however, That o motion to loy on amendment on
the toble, if adopted, does not carry with it o proposal o r
r esolution or other molter being amended.

Adjourn

Precedence

Four th -

be emended and requires o moj:irity vote of the Delegotes

A motion to recess shall be treated the some os o
motion to adjourn, except thot it con be amended as to the
time and duration of the recen.

Li mit or Extend Debate
A motion to limit or extend debate is not de batob!e. It
requires o majority vote of the Delegotes pres ent ond moy
be applied to ony debotoble motion or series of motions,
but, if not specified to the contrary, a pplies only to the
immediate pending question. It may be mode only when the
pending question is debatable.
Postpone - Certain Time
A motion to postpone to o certain time is de boto!:ile
only os to the question of postponement on d not the main
question.
It requires o majority vote of the Delegotes
present.
Commit
A motion to commit is debatable only os to the propriety of committing the main question ond doe s no t ope n
the moin question to debate. This motion req vires ci majority vote of the Delegotes present.
Amend
A motion to amend is debatoble iftheomendment is to
o debotoble question. An amendment moy be omended, but
on amendment to on amendment may notbeomended. This
r:notion requiru o majority vote of the Delegates present.

RULE 21 (Continued)

RULE 20 (Continued)
Postpone Indefinitely
A motion to postpone indefinitely is debatable, requires
a majority vote of the Delegates present and opens the main •
question to debate.
Main
A motion (to adopt, to poss, to approve, to appoint, to
elect, to reject, to rescind, etc.) is debatable and requires
a majority vote of the Delegates present, unless otherwise
required by these rules.

When o motion for reconsideration is decided, that decision shall not be reconsidered, and no question shall be
twice reconsidered; nor shall ony vote be reconsidered
upon ony of the following motions:

Submitted in Writing - Withdrawal
If the President, or any Delegate, requires it, a motion
made shall be reduced to writing. Any motion may be withdrawn by the mover before amendment or decision.
·

(a)

To adjourn or recess

(b)

To lay or toke from the table

{c) Previous question

RECONSIDERATION

In the event the vote on a proposa I is reconsidered ond
the proposal shall have been referred to the Committee on

o,

Selection of Judges, consisting of two CoChairmen and six Delegates.

b.

Tenure of Judges, consisting of two CoChairmen ond six Delegates.

c,

lncompotible Activities of Judges - Removal,
Suspension and Discipline of Judges, consisting of two Co-Chairmen and six Delegates.

d.

Ret;:-ement and Post-retirement Service of
Judges, consisting of two Co-Chairmen and
six Delegates.

e.

Jvdicial Administration and OrgonizatiOl'l,
consisting of two Co-Chairmen and six Delegates.

RULE 22

RULE 21

When a question hos once been decided in the affirmative or negative, it shol I be in order for any two Delegates I
of the prevoiling side to move for reconsideration. When
the Convention hos been equally divided on a question, or a
proposal shall hove failed to poss, by reason of not having
a required majority, it shall be in order for any two Delegates of the negative side to move the reconsideration
thereof: Provided, however, That no motion for the reconsideration of any vote shall be in order unless made on the
same day the vote was taken, or within the next five days of
actual session of the Convention. The motion ta reconsider
is debatable and requires a majority vote of the Delegates
present.

RULE 22 (Continued)

Arrangement, Submission and Address to the People, it shall
be preceded by a motion requesting its return to the Convention for the purpose of reconsideration. The return
motion is debatable only as to the purpose of the reconsideration ond requires o majority vote of the Delegates
present.

COMMITTEES
Standing ond Sub-Committees

Structure and Organization, consisting of two
Co-Chairmen ond six Delegates.

b.

Annexation ond Boundary Changes, consisting
of two Co-Chairmen and six Delegates.

c.

Method of Apportionment, consisting of two
Co-Chairmen and twelve Delegates.

Local Finance, consisting of two Co-Chairmen and six Delegates.

d.

Home Rule, consisting of two Co-Chairmen
and six Delegates.

Composition of Legislature, consistingoftwo
Co-Chairmen and twelve Delegates.

e.

County Government, consisting of two CoChairmen and six Delegates.

Legislative Apportionment, consisting of two CoChairmen and the Delegates appointed to the following Sub-Ccimmittees:
a.

b.

2.

Local Government,consistingoftwoCo-Cha,rn ~n
and the Delegates appointed to the fol lowing SubCommittees:
o.

There shall be thefollowingstondingandSub-Committees of the Convention:

I.

3.

Judiciary, consisting of two Co-C hairmen and the
Delegates appointed to the fo llowi ng Sub-Committees:

RULE 22 (Continued)
f.
-4.

TolCCtion and State Finance, consisting of twoCoChoirmen and the Delegates appointed to the following Sub-Committees:
a.

Taxation, consisting of two Co-Choirmenond
ten Delegates.

b.

Stole Debt, consisting of two Co-Chairmen
and ten Delegates.

c.

Stole Sinking Fund, consisting of two CoChairmen and ten Delegates.

5.

Style and Drafting, consisting of two Co-Chairmen
and sixteen Delegates.

6.

Arrangement, Submission and Address to the
People, consisting of two Co-Chairmen and sixteen Delegates.

7.

Rules, consisting of two Co-Chairmen and sixteen Delegates.

8.

Administration and Finance, consistingoftwoCoChoirmen and sixteen Delegates.

I

t-'
I.O
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Apportionment, consisting ·or two Co-C~ir-men and six Delegates.

Meaning of Committee
Whenever the term committee is used it shall mean
the Co-Chairmen of the standing committee and the members of all of its Sub-Committees unless specificollydesiQnoted otherwise by these rules.
Cootrol and Supervision of Proposals
A majority of all members of o standing committee,
which includes all members of onySub-CommittHthereof,

RUL E 22 (Continued)

RULE 22 (Continued)

shall hove contro l and supervlslonofoll proposals referred XV and port of Article IX of the present Pennsylvania C<>nto it by the President, and moy, by o vote of o majority of stitution.
the members of o standing committee, consider any proposal
r eferred to one of its Sub-Committees.
TQXDtion and State Finance - Scope
The Committee on Taxation and State Finance shall
consider and report on the subject matter of port of Article
In the eventofonysubstantiveor procedura l disagree- IX of the present Pennsylvania Constitution.
ment between the Co-Chairmen of any standing or SubCommittee on any subject under their jurisdiction such dis- Style and Drafting - Function
agreement shall be referred to the applicable standing committee for determination by o majority vote of the entire
The Committee on Style and Drafting shall exorr,ine and
membership of such standing committee.
edit all proposals referred to it for inclusion in the Constitution for the purpose of avoiding inaccuracies, repetition,
Reports by Main Committee
inconsistencies or poor drafting, and shall consider and
make recommendations on any differences, conflicts or unAll committee proposals shall be reported to the Con- resolved matters of substance. The Committee shall hove
vention by o vote of a mojorityofthe entire membership of the authority to rephrase or to regroup p!"oposed longuog&
the standing committee and not byony Sub-Committee there- or sections of the proposed authorized changes in the Conof.
stitution, but shall hove no outhority to change the sense or
purpose of any proposal referred to it. The Committee
Legislotive Apportionment - Scope
shall also be empowered to recommend referral of prci::osols submitted to it to the originating committee. The
The Committee on Legislotive Apportionment shall Committee shall undertake to resolve any inconsistency
consider and report upon the subject molter of Article 11, or conflict in conference with the originoting committee.
Sections 16, 17 and 18, of the present Pennsylvania Consti- If the Committee on Style and Drafting shall foil to resolve
tution.
any such inconsistency or conflict, it shall notify the Convention and await its instructions.
J udiciary - Scope
Arrangement, Submission and Address to the People The Committee on Judiciary shall consider and report Function
on Judicial Administration, Organization, Selection and
Tenure now covered In port by Article V of the present
The Committee on Arrangement, Submission and AdPennsylvania Constitution.
dress to tho People shall arrange the sections and orticles
referred to them by the Convention and sholl consider and
report fo the Convention recommendations concerning the
eubmission to the electorate the proposals agreed upon by
The C<>mmittee on Local Government shall consider
the Convention, in accordance with Section 8 of Act 2,
and report on the avbject matters of Articles "'II, XIV, Session of I 967.
Di 50grMment

RULE 22 (Continued)
Submission
'Mien the Convention shall hove ogreed upon its proposals ond the manner of their submission, it shall refer them
to the Committee on Arrangement, SubmissionondAddress
to the People, ondsoidCommitteeshollconsiderond report
to the Convention foropprovol themonner in which to frame
the question or questions to be placed upon the ballot submitting to the people the proposed revisions to the Constitution thereof agreed upon;olso, whether or not it is deemed
appropriate to place thereon on interpretive stotem~ntond,
if recommended, in which form such interpretive statement
should be framed.

RULE 22 (Continued)
committee within two Convention Oays ofter tho vote is
token, which exptonotion shall be attached to the action
Journot.

Method of Requesting to Appear

Nothing in these rules shall prevent a majority {82) of
the Delegates from discharging o committee from further
consideration of ony measure; provided, the committee shol I
hove hod In its possession for o period of not less than ten
Convention Doys the measure sought to be brought to the
floor by ·such action,

Discharge Notice

~

I.O
O'I
I

There shall also be referred to the Committ&e on
Arrangement, Submission ond Address to tho People the
preparation of on Address to the People, subject to Convention oppro\'OI. Such Address shall consistofo summary and
explanation of the proposed revisions to the Constitution
ogr&ed upon; the directions, if any, to proper officials and
others for submission to the people of such proposals ogr&ed
upon; the directions for the notice ond publication of the
some, and of the Address; the directions for the distribution
of copies thereof through the office of the Secretory of the
Commonweolth, in accordance with Section 8 of Act No. 2,
Session of 1967,
Rules - Powers
The Committee on Rules provided herein shall hove tho
following powers:
1.

2.

To investigate ond report to the Convention any
question of the election, returns, or qualifications
of any Delegates,
To make studiesondrecommendotionsdesignedto
promote, improve and expedite the business of the

lo each Delegate. Said notice shall include the dote, time
ond location of the hearing, together with o brief description
of the subject motter of soid hearing.

Discharge

Address

I

RULE 22 {Continued)

A notice of ot least one day shall be given of o motion
to discharge any such committee, the noticiHo be in writing
ond entered upon the Journot. Such notice, if the motion
mode thereunder does not prevail, may be offeredogoin on
ony succeeding Convention Doy, but not upon the some day,
nor more than a second time,
Public Hearings
The standing committees and sub-committees may hold
public hearings subject to the opprovol of the Committee on
Administration and Finance, on the subject matter lying
within the jurisdiction of each, in accordance with the Rules
of the Convention, or referred to it by the Convention.
Notice
The co-chairmen of any Committee or sub-committee
shall give public notice of each pub!icheoringos for in advance as practicable. Soid public notice shall be mode by
delivering a copy thereof to theSecretoryofthe Convention
who, in turn, sholl post such notice on the Convention Bulletin Boord, deliver a copy to the Convention news media ond

Persons or orgonizotions desiring to present their
views shall be afforded os reasonable on opport~nity to do
so os for os is possible. Notification of such desire to
appear and testify before o committee or sub-committee
shall be addressed to the Secretory of the Convention.
Method of Notification to Appear
Persons or organizations requesting on opportunity tc
appear before o com-,,ittee or o sub-committee conducting
soid public hearing shall be notified by the Secretory os to
the day, dote, timaond place of soidoppearonce. Only those
persons or organizations scheduled in the foregoing monner
wi II be eligible to appeor before a committee or subcommittee, Granting permission to appear shall be ot the
discretion of the co-chairmen of the Committee or subcommittee which is conducting the hearing.
Method of Submitting Proposals or Views
Persons or organizations scheduled for on appear-once
before o committee or sub-committee shell submit a typewritten statement covering their proposals or views, not
later than three days prior to their appearance before the
committee or sub-committee. The stotem'!!nt shell be sent
to the Secretory of the Convention.
Failure by any person or organization to submit a
statement in occordonce with this rule wi II be cause for the
cancel lotion of theoppeoronceof the person or orgonizotion.
If, in the opinion of the co-chairmen of the committee
or sub-committee the submitted proposal does not foll

RULE 22 (Continued)
4.

5.

Eoch committeeondsub-committee sholl mointoin
o colendor- showing, insofor os possible, the proposed order ond dote of considerotion of porticulormotter-s within its jurisdiction, witnesses to· be
heard ond such other informotion cs moy in the
opinion of the committee assist int&rested citizens
in their presentation of suggestions end odvice,
end their understanding of the work of the committee.
The Journot to be maintained by eoch committee
ond sub-committee shell contoin the record of
for mo I oc lion token by the committee, the subjects
discussed, witnesses heordond reports submitted.
Committee Journols sholl be mode ovoiloble for
reference to:

RULE 22 (Continued)

RULE 22 (Continued)

Record of Heor-ings

within the limitation of thesubjeclswhichmoybe consider"
ed by the Convention, the committee or sub-com,iittee sho
r_efuse permission for the pe.-sonororgonizotiontooppeor

The committee or sub-committee sholl orronge for the
recording ond transcribing of the proceedings of the public
heorings. The tronscriptions, oil written statements ond
ony other- information which the committee or- sub-committH deems pertinent shall be known os the official record
of these hearings, ond shall be inser-ted in ond become o
port of the action Journal.
Proc.dures
I.

(b)

\0
--..J

'

(o)

The exi,ting provisions, their origin,history
ond reasons for their pr-omulgotion, the manner in which they hove been interpreted by the
courts, ond the estobli shed practice ther9:
under;

(b)

The extent to which existing provisions odequotely meet the state's needs; ond

The President, Vice President, Secretoryond
Co-Directors of Research;

(c) Co-Choirm-,n of oil other committees;

These stotem-,nts will be prepor-ed for- distribution i
the monner provided obove.

Eoch committee shell review end study existing
constitutional provisions in the orea of its jurisdiction to determine:

(o) All members of the committeeondDelegot&1;

,_.1

(d) The Convention Library; ond
(e)
6.

(c) Areos in which improvement seems desirable.

The Convention press room

Eoch committee shell present to the Convention for
the information of Delegates not serving on such
committee periodic informal reports of its progress ond activities ond the progress ond activities of its sub-committees, The schedule for submission of such reports sholl be fixed by the President.

2.

3.
7.

A proposal reported from committee moypertoin
too section, o port thereof, or the entire Article.

Persons or orgonizotions wishing to present their pro
posols or views too committee or sub-committee witho~
oppeoring before the committee or sub-committee moy d
so by sending o typed, legible stotement of such proposal
or views to the Secretory of the Convention.

After- substontiol completion of such study, each
committee shall then proceed to consider oil proposed chonges in the article of the present Constitution set forth in Act No. 2, Session of 1967,
whether embodied in the Delegate proposal, or
otherwise,

Limit on Orel Presentation
All persons ororgonizotions duly scheduled to oppeo
before o committee or sub-committee in occordonce wit!
the obove shell be entitled to present on orol statement c
not more then fifteen minutes for the P'!rposeof exploinin
their written statement or presenting additional informo•
lion, unless otherwise restricted or extended byo mojorit·
vote of the committee or sub-committee conducting soi,
heor-ing.
Debote or argument be tween pr-oponents and opponent:
of o proposal shall not be permitted.
Oral statements pertaining to provisions of the Con•
stitution shall be limited to those set forth in Act No. 2
1967 Session. All other- statements or debotes sholl be au
of order.
The orol statement of Ol"lyorgoniz.otion sholl 1:-e limite1
to one spokesmen for eoch orgoniz.otion ot ecch committe,
or sub-committee heor-ing.

Eoch committee shall then prepore its committee
propose I or propose I, end its supporting reason or
Nothing in this rule shal I prevent more then or:e r-epre•
reasons, setting forth oil relevant foctsondorgu- sentotive of on orgonizotion to be in attendance ot on)
ments relating to soid proposals.
C?mmittee or sub-committee hearing.

RULE 2-4 (Continued)

RULE 22 (Continued)
8.

Not later than December 21, 1967, each committee
shall file with the President, in writing, proposed
dotn for the completion by such committee of the
steps described in sections 1, 2 ond 3 above.
RULE 23

5.

6.

DEADLINE FOR INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSALS

1

.....

After January 5, 1968, no Delegate proposal shall be
introduced, numbered or printed, except upon consent of a
majority (82) of the Delegates; except that any Delegate
proposal in preparation on the above dote may be introduced
when it is received from the Convention Drafting Bureau as
designated by the Committee on Administration and Finance.
This shall not prevent any Delegate from thereafter submitting to the appropriate committee any suggestion for
revision of the Constitution and, if so requested in writing
by any Delegate, said committee shall acknowledge in its
Action Journal its receipt of any such suggestion.

'-0

7.

The Committee on Style and Drofting shall complete its consideration of all committee proposals
and make its recommendations on or before
F ebrvory 9, 1968.
The Committee on Arrangement, Submission and
Address to the People shall makeitsfinalrecommendatians on or before F ebrvary 16, 1968.
The Convention shall adjourn sine die on or before
Febrvory 29, 1968.

b.

4.

INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSALS
Definition

1.

A Delegate may, ot the time of introducing o
proposal, make a statement not exceeding
three minutes, to explain briefly his proposal,
or he may present a written statement which
shall be entered in the Journal.

Title to Clearly State Subject

RULE 25

Every suggested amendment .or revision of the
Constitution shall be referred to os o proposal •

RULE 24

00

RULE 25 (Continued)

The title of each proposal introduced shall state
clearly its subject and purpose. It shall indicate
the Article, Section and paragraph of the present
Constitution intended to be revised, altered or
amended thereby. If any pro~sal is intended to
revise, alter or amend the present Constitution by
the addition of any Article, Section or paragraph,
the title shall state the place in the presen t Constitution ot which thenewArticle,Sectionorporogroph logically belongs.

Form
Introduction - Sponsorship

I

SCHEDULE OF CONSIDERATION
2.
1.

All public hearings by committees and subcommittees shall be completed on or before January 19, 1968, unless otherwise authorized by o
majority (82) vote of the Convention.

2.

All hearings on Delegate proposals shall be completed on or before January 19, 1968.

3.

All committee proposals and supporting reports
shall be submitted to the Convention on or before
F ebruo ry 2, 1968.

Introduction - Procedure
3.

4.

Second consideration of all committee proposals
sha II be completed on or before F ebrvary 7, 1968.

A proposal may be introduced only by a Delegate
or Delegates and endorsed by the Delegate or Del ega tes introducing them or by co-chairmen of o
committee on behalf of o majority of such committee and endorsed by them.

The procedure for introducing a proposal by a
Delegate shall be as follows:
a.

A Delegate shall go too microphone and, upon
recognition by the President, soy, •Mr.
President, I read in place and present to the
Chair the following proposal,• and hand the
proposal to a page.
•

Matter which is proposed to be eliminated from
the existing Articles of the Constitution shell be
in lightface brackets; new matter shall be under-scored.
Introduced in Quadruplicate
5.

Every proposal shall be introduced in quadruplicate.

Referral to Committee
6.

The President shall report to the Convention the
Standing Committee to which each proposal has
been referred either on the day of introduction orthe next doy the Con ven tion is in session . The
Co-Chairmen of each Standing Committee shall ir

RULE 25 (Continued)

RULE 26 (Continued)

RULE 25 (Continued)
Committee Proposal is reprinted with amendments, the Printer's Number will change, the
Proposal Number will remain the some, and
the Prior Printer's Number will be noted in
the upper lefthand corner.

turn refer the proposol to its appropriate subcommittee as designated or hereafter erected by
these rules. Such referrol shell be either on the
day received from the President or the next day
the Convention is in session and notice of such referral be given by the Co-Choir-men to the Convention.

RULE 26

5.

Proposals on second considerotion may be amended, so long as the amendment is germane to the
original purpose of the proposal and the amendment hos been prepared by the Convention Drafting
Bur-eou designated by the Committee on Administrati on and F inonce.

6.

A proposal which hos been amended shall remain
on the second consideration cofendor for action
ofter the proposal is reprinted showing the amendments agreed to.

7.

Eoch propoaol on th• ucond conslderotion calendar may be debated for three hours, but no Delegate moy speak more than fifteen minutes without
the consent of o mojorityof the Delegates present,

8.

½'hen o proposal is ready for consideration the
second time, the President wi 11 soy, •Wi 11 the Convention ogree to the proposal?• (Po1,;se for any
remarks.) •Agreed to.•

9.

½'hen a proposal hos been agreed to for a second
time, it shall be referred by the President to the
Committee on Style and Drafting for incorporation
in final draft, in accordance with Rule 22.

10.

The Committee on Style end Drafting shall report
to the Convention ony proposal referred to it,
which proposal shall be placed on the third consideration calendar.

11.

The proposal os reported by the Committee on
Style and Drafting may be amended upon consent
of o majority of the Delegates present,

12.

In the event the proposal of the Committee on
Style and Drafting is amended on third consideration, o vote on final possoge shall not be token
thereon, but such proposal shell outomoticolly be

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

Restrictions on Introduction

Committee Pro~sols - Drafting Requirement
7.

No proposal shall be accepted for introduction by
the Pruldent unle111
o.

said proposal is inoccordonce with the limitations set forth in Act No. 2, Session of 1967;
and

~.

said proposal hos been prepared by the Convention Drafting Bureau designated by the
Committee on Administration ond Finance to
draft proposals prior t~ their introduction.

I
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Distribution Upon Introduction
8.

One copy of eoch proposal sho 11, on the day of .
introduction, be sent to the printer, one copy to
the committee to which it was referred and one
copy shall be retained by the Convention Librory.

Numbering
9.

Proposals shall be numbered as follows:
o.

Delegates Proposals starting ot No. 1000

b.

Committee Proposals starting at No. 1

c.

Committee Proposals shall contain o Printer's No. in the upper righ thond corner. If a

1.

Every Committee proposal, before being reported
to the Convention, shell be prepored by the Convention Drafting Bureau designated by the Committee on Administration and Finance.

Consideration
2.

Every proposal reported from committee shell be
considered on three different days before o finof
vote is token.

3.

A committee proposal shall be printed, pieced on
the desks of the Delegates and appear on the Calendar for at leost one Convention Doy before the
Convention considers it for the first time.

4.

All proposals reported from committee for consideration shall be placed on o Calendar numerical Iy, in the fol lowing order:
o.

Third consideration.

b.

Second consideration.

c.

First consideration.

No proposal shelf be considered for o second or
third time until it is printed, oppeors on the Calendar and the desks of the Delegates.

.RULE 26 (Continued)

RULE 28

RULE 26 (Continued)
certified by the Secretory and President ond referred to the Committee on Arrangement, Submission and Address to the People, to be considered in occorclcnce with Rule 22.

reprinted and recommitted to the Committee _on
Style and Drafting in the some manner and with
the some effect as o proposal advanced from
second to third consideration.

13.

I

N
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14.

When a report of the Committee on Style and
Drafting is ,n position for third consideration
and final passage, and the report is on the desk of
each Delegate, the President will soy:

AMENDMENTS

•Will the Convention agree to the report of the
Committee on Style and Drafting?" (Pause for
debate or amendment.) •Agreed to. This report
is now before the Convention for final passage.
The question is •Sholl the report poss finally•?•
(For referral to the Committee on Arrangement,
Submission and Address to the People.)

1.

At this stage of passage debate shall be limited
to three hours, but no Delegate shall speok for
more than fifteen minutes without the consent of
a majority of the Delegates present.

2.

On the vote of every proposal, section, Article
and any revision of or amendments to the specifi3d Articles of the Constitution, the vote shall be
token by yeos and nays and the names voting for
and against shall be entered on the Journal.
No proposal, section, Article nor any revision of
or amendment to the Constitution shall be deemed
passed unless a majority oftheonehundredsixtythree Delegates (82) to the Convention shall hove
voted in favor of the possogeofthesome and such
fact noted in the Journal.

15.

RULE 27

Upon final passage by the Convention, the report
of the Committee on Style and Drafting shall be

A proposal may be amended by a committee to
which it is referredv.-henreportingsuchproposol,

lo .• Any Delegate may offer amendments too proposal
on second consideration and with the consent of a
moiority of the Delegates present when it is on
third consideration.

3.

4.

No amendment may be offered on first consideration or final passage.
No amendment may be offered to any proposal or
to any amendment to a proposal which is not germane to the original object or purpose or in the
nature of a substitute if the substitute is not germane,

DEBATE - LIMITATIONS
There con be no debate unless there is o question before the Convention, and debate must be confined to that
question.
The asking of o question or the making of suggestions
is not to be considered as debate. A Delegate sholl ce entitled to make inquiry concerning the meaning, the purpose
or the effect of even on undebatable question.
Unless by unanimous consent or unless otherwise decided by o majority vote of the Delegates present, no Delegate (committee co-chairmen excepted) shall be allowed to
speak more than twice during the consideration of any one
question on the some day and at the some stage of proceedings; except that the sponsor of o proposal, amendment or
resolution, or the mover of a question shall hove the right
to open and close debate thereon.
No Delegate (committee ca-chairmen excepted) shc.!1
be permitted to speak more than ten minutes at any or:e
time.
No Delegate shall yield to any other Delegate the time
to which he is entitled to speak on any matter.
RULE 29

An amendment may be amended but pn amendment
to on amendment may not be amended.

5.

Amendments mvst be presented in quadruplicate
typewritten copie!:,

6.

Amendments must be prepared by the Convention
Drafting Bureau designated by the Committee on
Administration and Finance.

LOBBYIST

Registration
Any natural person who is employed or engaged for
compensation, by any other person or any partnership,
committee, association, corporation or any other organization, to advocate passage or defeat of proposals of the Cons titutionol Convention or of any of its Delegates shall, before beginning such activities, submit to the Secretory of
the Convention o registration statement mode under oath or

RULE 29 (Continued)

RULE 30 (Continued)

oFfir-motion ~fo,.e on officer- outhor-ized by low to odminister
ooths setting for-th the nome ond business oddr-ess of the
lobbyist, the nome ond odd.-ess of the per-son, portner-ship,
committee, ossociotion, cor-porotion or- other- or-gonizotion
by whom he is employed or- engaged, the nome ond oddr-ess
or the person, por-tner-ship, committee, ossociotion, corporation or other- or-gonizotion in whose inter-est he will odvocote the possoge or- defect of proposols of the Convention
ond the dur-otion of his employment. Whenever ony of the
focts requir-ed her-ein chonge, the lobbyist shell file o revised stotement.

sion of the r-ules the Convention sholl decide otherwise, ot
which time the resolution sholl be r-eod in full before it is
considered.

Any per-son violoting ony of the provisions of this section shell be guilty of o misdemeanor-, ondupon conviction,
shell be sentenced to poy o fine not exceeding five hundr-ed
dollor-s (S500) or- to under-go impr-isonment not exceeding one
year, or- both.
Prohibition
I

N
0

1--i'
I

No Delegate, officer or employee of the Convention
shell, except within the scope of his Convention duties or
em?loyment, directly or indirectly, promote or oppose the
possoge of ony pr-oposed constitutional amendment or resolution by the Convention in the copocity of o lobbyist.
RULE 30
RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions may be intr-oduced only by o Delegate, or
the co-choirmen of o committee on beholf of o majority of
such committee.
Eoch resolution sholl be intr-oduced in quodr-vplicote
ond the pr-ocedur-e for introduction sholl be in the some
monner- os introducing o proposal.
The President shall refer such resolutiontoonoppropr-iote committee, unleH by unanimous consent or svspen-
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CHAPTER 1

Presiding Officer-Decorum, Order and Debate
1-1. The pn·si<ling officer of the senate is thl'
president anti thr prcsiiling offif'rr of tlw housr
of r,•p1•1·sP11tatives is the s1wakrr. Thr prrsiding
offii·l'l' of caf'h h11us1• shall take tl1f' ehair on
rvcry lq,\'islatin day at tlw hour to whirh that
h11nsl· a,ljounH·il at the last sitting . •\ ft1•r call
to onl,·r, J>raye1· hy th1· i·haplain aJHI roll eall. a
rl'purt on thr jour11al for th" prl'rr<ling kgislatin' 1lay shall lw givrn i11 thr pn·srncc of a
quorum, ant! rach lwus" shall prnerNl with th('
rrgular ol'dl'r of husinl'ss.
I
N
0

w
I

1-2.

The Jll't'siding officer of c-al'h house shall
prrsrrVl' ord1·r alHI d(•t·orum, an(l in case of dist11rba11t·t' or disunll'rly co11duct, may ordrr the
gallrri,·s nr lol,bic., lo U(• clrarl'd.

1-3.

The prr,-iding officer of rarh housP has
gr11l'ral contrl>l and tlir(•dion nf the hall, cham1.,rr, rooms, passag1's and corridors nf th1~ housP
over whi(•h lw prPsid1·s. Hrporkrs ou assig1111ll'11t in (•ithPr h011sc arr subjl'd to pla(·Pmcnt
by thr prrsiding offiC('r.

1-4.

Thr presiding offil'er of rarh housP shall
deeidl' all q1w:-tions of ortlt'l', suhject to an appeal l,y any mrmbrr seeondrd l,y two othrr
members. No nwmbcr rnay spl'ak more than

- 13-
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on an appeal without the eons(•nt of a 11iajorit y of tlw holJS<' of \\'hil'h h<> is a lll<'llllJPr.

Oil('('

1-5.

\\' hl'n a n1t•111hr1· dl':-irrs to s1wak h" shall
rise an,1 address th<· prcsi(ling offi<'el' arnl, l,('ing
rccogniz<>d, shall S\lt'ak standing in his pl:H'('
u nlc-ss tlw presiding offil'('I' grants permission
to sprak from some otl11•r pl:l('c 011 tlw flnl•l'.
\\·lwn two or rnn1·1• lllt'lllUl'l':-; ris<' at th<' sam,·
tim1· tlw prrsi1li11g offir('r shall 1ia111<> th,, ll1"lll1Jcl' who is to sJwak first.

1-6.

\YlH'n a nwnilJC'r has bPPll ,·allf'll to or1J.-r.
he shall sit down until th<' pn•siding- oft'i1•rr d(•ti•rminPs whrther hr is in on],,1· or nut. If th"
mernlwr is call('(! to order for wonls :-pokcn in
debate. tht' language cxrrpted to shall be takrn
down in writi11g by tlw f'hi1'f cl<>rk or s,•1·rda1·,\'.

~
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ing in t he houst· OHi' whif'h hi' p rt>sidl's. Tht
fact of signing shall hr at 011,·r t•ntc•rf'tl upon
tit" journal. .-\t tlw tirn,· of signing, if a 111P1 1b1· r
signifies h is desirP ti> P:--a111inr thP hill Ii,· shall
b(' permittrtl to <lo :-o. 1 hf' bill shall thPll hr
st·nt to th(' otlwr hnus<' whPrc the samP procellur1• shall be followrd. ( Basrd in part on M ontana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 27)

1-9. Th<> prrsidi11g- offi<'l'r of cacl1 house shall
sig-u all payi·ulls and sul,pornas apprm·<>1l llr is.
:-ued by thl' hous(' o\'l'l' whi<'h hr pr1•sid<>s.
1-10.

(1)
A C'ommuni<'atilln or pap,·r shall lw
atldr(•SS<'(I to thr presidi11g officPr, and shall
hl'ar t he natn<' of the pl'rson sulimitti11g it
\\.h1·11 tlir· rr:Hling of a )l:J]>l'I' is ,·allr>d for and a
1>1P1nb0.r objf'cts, it shall lie dl't1'rmi1wtl hy a
,·,it1• of th<> housP wit h<·llt 1l1•hatr. This suh<;Pe1-7. Questions of prfrilcg(' arr: first, thos(• 1ion do<>s 11nt apply to hills. or to eommunicaaffrrting th(' coll('l'!in l'ig-hts, sal'dy, dignity. t ions from the g-oYPrnnr nr thr oth<'r houst.
and intq('rity of tlw pr1>CPPdings of r itlwr hons,·:
(2) ,\ pap<'r fpr Ill' agai11st propnsr1]
and sl'<>on1l. thns<> affr1·ting- thr rig-hts. rPputa- lPgi~latinn may not 1,<> pla1•(•1l on thr rlrsks of
tion an<l coll(hH't of indivi<lual mc111lirrs of the nrembcrs or ci1·1·ulat,,<1 within th" Phamhrr
1•ithP1· housc in th('ir (•apacity as mPmbcrs . .\ 11111(',;s the p('rson rrsponsihl" has sig11l'd it a11il
<)Ul'st inn of pri dl1•gl' affecting f'ithf'r ho11sl' 1·01 lws n•(•ei,·ed pPrmissi\>ll from thl' rhi(•f 1•lt>rk of
IPeti,·ely tak<>s prl'C<'d,•n<'C oYPY' a qurstion of the housP or thr sPcrl'l:n·,· of lht' sr11al,· tu 1fo
p ri\'i]pgp aff<'eting an inrlividual mcmlwr.
trilllllC' it in tht> hous(• ('fll;('('l'll<'<I.

1-8. ThP prl'siding offic-<>r of each housr. in 1-11 . \\'hen the prcsi,ling offieer is a nwrnbcr
the Jlrl'SCll<'<' of th<· hons<' (n-rr w h il'h he pr,·- nf th(• hims<> on'r whi1·h hr is pr('sidiug- hr shall
sirlrs. after dur w,tirt> and inun<'diatelv after thr- votr as anv othPr rnP111lwr. and may not vol(>
t it1" has lwrn public!~· read, shall sigi1 thr orig- a se1•011<l tim<>.
i nal an(! Olli' cop y of each <>nrollrd bill originat-
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CHAPTER 2

Meetings, Quorums and Attendance
2-1. The chamber of thr senate and the hall of
the house of represP11tativcs shall be open from
8 o'clock a.m. until 11 o'cl1wk p.m. raeh day
,luring the session, unkss lly resolution of the
s,•natc its char.1ber, or by n•solution of the housr
its hall, shall Le closed.

2-2.

The hour nf mrding of th<' scnatr is 10
n.111. unless othC'nrisP ordered liy the senate.
The hour of merting of the house of rPprt·sP11tntivcs is 10 a.m. un!Pss otlwrwisc or<lcrPd bv the
house.
·

I
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2-3. Only the following p(•rsons may be admitted to the floor of thr house of reprcscntativrs or senntc dnring sessions: Pxccut ivc nffif•rrs, legislntors, lc-gislatin' 1•111ployces, reportrrs, :.{UCsts of nwmhrrs of t hr rPsp<•etive housrs,
nrnl fo rnwr 111Pmbcrs of t hr r1•spc•<'tiv<' houses.

2-4. Lobbying on t he floor of the senntc or
housr of r< •p rrscntath·rs is p rohibitrd tluring n
sessi on and within OIJP-ha lf honr p rior to t h<'
1·ou11nrnrpm r nt of n srssion .

RULES

JOINT
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the doors of eit her house to discuss bu siness
which may, in the opinion of that hou se, requir e
secrecy, the presiding officrr shall exclude all
prrsons, except the mem hers and the chirf clerk
or sreretary. Every memlwr and employee of
sueh house shall keep se<·ret all matters or1leretl
to be kept secret.

2-12. On a call of either house, a member who
refuses to attend may be arrested by the ser~e3:nt-at-arms or any other person, ns the mnJonty of such members prcs1,nt shall direct.
\\'hen the attendanee of an nbsf'nt nwmher is
s1·cure<l after a cnll of eithn hous1!, if the house
of which he is a member refus(•s to l'Xf'Usc his
absence, he shall not be paid any per diem
2-7. Xc•ither house shnll, \\'ithout the consent during his absence and is liable for the ex1wnscs
of the other, adjourn for more than thrrc days, incurred in procuring his attendance.
nor to nny other plarc thnn that in whic-h the
two l10uses shnll be sitting. (Montana Constitu- 2-13. During a call of either house, all business
tion, Art. V, Sec. 14 )
of that house shall br suspended. A ft Pr 11 i'all
hns _been onl~recl no motion is in order excqit a
2-8. .\ mnjority of rneh house shall constitute mot10n to ailJonrn or remove the call. The f'nl!
a qnorum to tlo businl'ss, Lut a smaller number may be removed by a two-thirds vote.
rnny ndjourn from day to <lay, and compel the
nttrll()anc-e of absent mrmlwrs, in such mnnner
nm! un<lrr snrh p enn lt ies ns each hou se may
prescribe. (Mont ana Constitution, Art. V, Sec.

10)

2-0.

Unlrss h e is rx(•used, a member of the
huus(' or sena te sh all he prese nt at eYcry sittin g
of tl1e hou se of whi r h hr is n member.

2-10.

In the ahs<>nrr of a quorum, a majority
of mrmbers presrnt in dthrr honse mny r mnprl
the nttrndniwe of nbsrnt memhr rs by orrlr ring
2-5. The sessions of rar h housr nnrl of thr <·om- n rnll of th r hons<' of which th ey ar e mrm bers.
mit trcs of th e ·whole shnll hr open, unlrss th P 2-11. If a quorum is present, five mc,mbcrs of
busin ess is sueh as r N111irrs srrrrry. (Montana thr Sf' nat e may ord er a call of the senate, and
Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 13)
fiftern 1J1embers of thr house of representatives
2-6. During thr cl iseus;s ion of n motion t o el os<· may onkr n call of thr house.
- 16-
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CHAPTER 3
Legislative Employees

3-1.

Th<' kgislatiw assembly shall prcscribl' by
law the numlll'I', dnti<'s anti ,·onq>cnsation of the
offi,·,·rs and <'lllplnyet>s of <'ach house: and 110
payn11·11t shall lie made from th0 stall' treasury,
or bP in any way aulhnriz,,,l to any slll'h person,
l'Xn·pt tn an ading- offif'PI' nr 1·111ployl'e ,•h•ctl'd
or appoinkd in pur,.,11;11w,• of law. (Montana
Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 28)

I
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3-2. Exc<'pt as providl'd in ,Joint Hull' :~-:3 a!l(l
,Joint Rull' 3--t, tlll' ,·11111111itt<-P on legislati\'e allministration of ,·a('h lwusl' shall appoint the
rmploy,·0s of Pach hous,·, subject to the approval
of thr n•sp, •,·t ivr h1111s,·s.

3-3.

The committ,,,. on ),,gislati\'e a<l111inistratinn of ,':ll'h hons,· :shall appoint scc-rdari,•s for
standing or Sj)L'l'ial ,·on11niltt·1·s on l"f'CommC'111lation of thP Pnmmitt,,,. Pl1airman, suhjl'et to th<'
approval of th<' n·spc•,·t i, 1· housPs. A SP1·rctary
fnr a standing or s1weial con1111ittl'P is imn11'diatPly rPsp11nsibll' tll th<' <·ommitt,·P chairman,
but when not occ11pi<'d with the duti,•s of a
co111111ittf'P, a sP<'rdary of a e0111rnitk,• of the
hnusr of r1•prt>s1·11tativ,·s shall work und,•r the
dirrdion nf tlw chi..f <'l1·rk of thr housr, aml
a sPl'rrtarv of a sPnatP committPe under thP
dirl'f'linn ,;f th<' s,·er,·tary of the srnatl'.
3-4.

Tlw minority floor lea,lrr of each housr
-19-
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may appoint a pri,·atc secretary, who is r,:sponsible tn him.

3-5.

Th e secrrtary of the Senate and chif•f
clerk of till' hous,· ,;f rPJ)l'('S\'ntatiYCS arc l'l'Sponsibl<' to the prrsiding offi<'rrs of thc•ir respect in
hous<'s. Their dutiPs are:
(a) To han custody of all rreords, hills,
documrnts a!lll other papers.

(b) 'l'o su1wr\'is1· thr k<>rping of the jumnal, rngrossing, anti l'nrolling, and thl' handling
of bills an1l rl'solutions.
(c) To dclivl'l' to the sp1•rf•tary of statf•
at the close of each srssion, the journal, bill
books and n'solution books, and all copil's of
introduced anti cngrnssP<l bills arnl joint r1·solutions.
(d) To collect from the chairman or srcrctaries of all standing and special committP<'s
the minutes of such eommittcl's a111l deliver
them tn the state historical society.

3-6.

,Journal clc•rks, bill clerks, engrossing arnl
enrolling ckrks, typists, and otlwr cmployl'<'S
rcsponsihlC' for h•gislative functions, ex1•1·pt sl'eretaries for standing or spcC'ial c•ommittl'es.
seerrtarirs to presiding offieers, and s1•cretari1•s
to majority and minority floor ]Patlers, ar<' imml'<liatcly responsible to the serrctary of tin·
scnatr or thr d1irf Plerk of thl' house. snhj<'d
to the general super\'ision of the presidin~ officer.
-20-
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3-7.

The duties of tlw l'ngrossing and 1·11rolli1 g
clerks arr:
(a) To f•ngross or r-nr,,11 all hills cl, li\·,•rf'cl
to th e111 \\'ithin forty-l'i1d1t hours aft,'r tlwy ha,·,
hf't•n reeeh·ed. unlrss furth,•r timP i~ gr:rnlt·d
(b) To eorrcl't eli·ril'al ,·rrors. with the
co11s1•11t nf th,• s<'c•rdarr of tlw s,·1,· t.- 11r chi,·.
,·1,•rk of th1• hous,· of rl'im·sentati,·,,s, in :ill) I ill
originating in the hous<' hy whi,·h th,~- ar,· ,·11
ployC'd. ( 'IPri1·al ! JTc,rs su"h as tlw f11IJ.,wi11g
111ay he eo1Trett-d :
( i) errors in :-1wlling
( ii) errors in nnnilH•ring s,·,·tiun~
(iii) adding or d,•kti11g 11ntll'rli11i11g "r
liIH's through mattrr to h,· stri,·k,•11
( i\') 111atrrial l'opil'd i11e111T1•ctly frm t Ill'
most recrnt Hrvised I 'odes oi ~lo11ta1,a
The secrl'tary of th,· s,·nat,· and <'hi, f 1·l1 1·
of thP housr shail i11fnr111 th<' prirwip:il sp111 s,
of all slH·h coJT1•etions. ~,1 bill shall lw c·orl'l·et,·d aftl'r rngross1111·11t.
3-8. ( l) The sl'rg,·ants-at-an 1s ar,• n·sp,,11
siblr to the JH'l'siding- offierrs of th1•ir rl'sp, !'I iH
hous.-•s. 'l'hrir dnti,·s al'(':
(,1) To mai11tain onl,•r undPr th,, dirC'I'
lion of tlH' pn·siding offil·1•r.
(h) To cx1•1·ntr com111:111ils and s, n•p nil
processes.
(c) 'l'o l'l'Cl'in•, distribute and havl' eus
tody of supplies.
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(d) To keep account for per diem and
mileage of members and employees, and prepare
and submit all claims for payment.
( c) 'l'o take an inventory at the close of
ench session of all furniture, fixtures, supplies
and other property and turn such property over
to the state c-ontrnller for custody until the next
session. One copy of the inventory shall be
kq1t on file in the offiee of the sergeant-ata1·111s.
( 2 ) All expenditnrrs of money appropriated for the operation of the legislative assembly must be approved by the committee on
legislative administration of the house concerned.
I
N
0
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I
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ing this rule shall be discharged.
Disputes or complaints involving the
competency or decorum of a legislative employee shall be referred to the committee _on
legislative administration of the house by which
the employee is employ<'<l. The committee, ~n
its discretion, may dismiss, suspend or retain
the rmployce. The committee on legislative a<lministration shall peril)(lieally review the roster
of rmployres and shall dismiss surplus employees.

3-13.

The assistant sergeant-at-arms, <loorkeeprrs, watchmen, janitors, pages and other employees responsible for general housckerping
functions arc i111111c<liatcly n•sponsiblc to the
sc•rg-eant-at-arms, subject t.~ the g1•neral snprrYision of the presi<ling officer.
3-9.

The duties of the chaplain of rach house
nr<' to open i'ach day's session with a prayc1·.

3-10.

3-11. The <lnt i(•s of the law rlerks of each
honse arc to ,lraft legislatioll and perform leg-al
rcsearrh for mem hers.
An employee of <'ithrr honsr. is p1·ohi bitc1l
from lobbying as defined in Section 43-802 ( 1),
n. (;_ M. 1947. IIowcwr, an empl oyee may t esti fy befo re a com mi ttee of cit hr r house on th e
3-12.

-22-
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rcquest of the committee. A n em ployee violat-
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CHAPTER 4

Order of Business
4-1. After prayer, roll call, an<l report on tlH·
jonmal. the order of business of the srnatc- arnl
house of rcpresentatiYcs is as follows:
( 1 ) Communieations and petitions
( 2) Reports of standing eommittees
( 3) Reports of sclrct committ<'es
( 4 ) 1\f <'ssages from thr gm·rrnor
( 5) l\fessages from the other honsc
( 6 J Motions and resolutions
( 7 ) First reading and commitmC'ut of bills
( 8) Second reading of bil ls (comm ittcr
of the whole)
( 9 ) Third rradi ng of hills
( 10) lr nfinished lmsincss
(1 1) Special ord(• J•s of th e 1lay
(12) Announcemen t of commit tee meet ings
'ro revert to or pass to a nrw onler of lmsin<'ss requires only a majo rity ,·ot c. Unl ess
otherwise spec ifie d in th e moti on to 1·reess. th <·
honsr im·o!Yed shall renr-t to 11r1l er of lmsi rwss
No. 1 when r<'eo m·eni ng- nftrr a rf'cess.

JO I KT

RULES
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5-4. ,\ m<>mlwr who Yok<l on th<· preYaili11~

CHAPTER 5
M otions
5-1. W heu a motion is madt' it shall be restated
Ly the prC'sirling offi,.r1·. an<l, if reqm's1rd by
1hc prC'sitling offie<'r nr a IIH'mher, shall be reduC'r<l to writing ancl r<'atl alond ...\ motion may
h<> with<lrawn by thC' m<'mb<>r making it at any
tinw before it is amrndt•<I or \'otrd upon.

5-2.

I

Iv
0
"-I
I

\ Yh<'n a quPstion is nntlrr drhate 11 0 motion may he made ext:<>pt the following p ri vil<'g<'<l aml snhsiniary motit1ns which have prer<>1kn<'C' in tJi,, ord<'r lis1<><1:
( 1 ) To adjourn
For a call of tlw hous<'
( ~)
( 3) To recrss
( 4) Question of privil<>g<'
( 5) To lay on the table
( G) For thC' previous qu<'stion
( 7) To postpotw to a day certain
( 8) To refer or commit
( !) )
To amenll
(10) To postpone irnlcfinitc-ly

5-3.

:\'o motion or proposition on a subject tl iff<'rent from that urn.ll'r consideration shall be
admittrd unn<'r color of amC'nclmcnt or suhstitnt<>.
-25-

side of a q11rstio11 lllay. 011 11w ,lay 1h<' vo1C' wa~
taken or· on the next 1<'1,!islath·C' day, 1110\"<' t,,
rcconshkr th<> qnestinn ...\ motion to recunsicl<'r
may not b<' witlulrawn aft<'r su<'h nrxt lc•~islativc day without th<' unani111uus <·ons<>nt of tlw
housC' f'Onc-<'rnrd, and th<'rraft<'l' any mrmbrr
may call it up for ronsideratiun; howcvC'r, a
motion to rrconsid<>r mad<' after thC' fiftv-fourth
clay of the srssio11 shall lw disposed of whC'll
made. ,\ motion to !'<'<'all a bill from thC' othC'r
housr eonstitutrs notic·<· to rc'<'onsi<ler, aml shall
hC' artrd on as a rnotion to r<'eonsiJC'r. ,\ motion
to r<'(•onsicl<'r or 1n rrcnll a bill from the other
housr may lw mack on)\" uncler nrdrr of lmsin<'ss No. G, ancl under that orckr of businrss
takes prrced<'IIC'C' o,·er all motions C'xcept motions to r<>r<'ss or acljourn.
5-5. \\'h<'n a motion to r<>1·onsid<'r is laid on th<>
tnhl<'. n two-thirds mnjority is l'C'(Jllirecl to tnkc
it from the tnblC'. \ Ylwn a motion to l'C'<'onsidrl'
fails. th<' qnrstion is fin;illy and <·unrlusinly
sC'tt)rd.
5-6. ( 1) Exe<>pt as provi(l<'(l in subsrC'lion
(2) of this rnl<', thr C'ffect of nwdng the prC'Yious qu<'stion, if acloptrd. is to c)ns<' <lrhatC' immC'diat<>ly, to prennt thr mn\"ing of amrnclm<'nts or oth<'r subsidiary motions. ancl to brin~
to \"Ot<' promptly the imm<'rliat<>ly prncling main
qurstion and the adh .. ring suhsiclinry motions.
wh<'thrr on appeal or otherwis<'.
- 26-
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- - - - --(~) \\"IH'll the prt·Yinus 411<'stio11 is or.Jcre<l on any debatable questi,,n 011 wlii(·h then·
has Leen 110 debat<', the question may Ul' Jc•Late<l for one-half hour, ,,ne half of such tirn<·
to hr giYen to th,· propun< nts and Olli' l1alf t,,
thC' opponents.

5-7. A call of the house is not in 111·,lc r aft,·r
the prcYious q1wstio11 is ordered. unl,·ss it app<':ll's upon ,lll nl'tunl ,·01mt by 1h, JH',,si,lin~
officer that a quorwn is not prt•scnt.

5-8.

Th" following motio11s al'l'
(1)
( 2)
( 3)
( 4)
( 5)

( G)
( 7)

( 8)
( !) )

(10)
(11)
(1~)
(13)

110! d,,L:1tab),
'l'o adjourn
For a call of th<' hous,·
To reeC'ss
For parliam1·ntary inquiry
For susJlL'llsion of thr rnl<'s
To lay on th<> table
l·'or the p1·rvious question
'J'o limit, <·xtcnJ the Ii, iits uf. or t,,
close debate
To amend an undrhatahJ,, motion
Tn divid<' a q UC'st ion
To pass businrss in eom111i11,·< of th,
whole
'l'o take from the tahll'
.\ ckcision of the pn•siding offic-<·r
unless appealcll or uri!Pss lw sulrn1it-.
th<' qw·stion to thr house for nth-ic•1·
or cl<'eision

-27-
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All incidental motions, such as motions relating to voting or other
questions of a general procedural
nature

5-0.

A membC>l' may moYc to tlivide a question
if it inclu<les two or more propositions so distinct in substance that if one thing is taken
away a substantive question will remain.

5-10.

An amrndment to a motion may be
amended, hut an amendment to an amendment
to a motion may not be amended. However, a
substitute for an amemlment to an ame1Hlment
to a motion may be a<lopte<l aml the substitute:
mny Le amended.

I

N
0
00

I
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CHAPTER 6
Bills and Resolutions
A.-Form of Bills-Definition of ResolutionsGeneral Provisions
6-1. The only types of instruments uthrr than
bills which may be introduced in either house
of the l(•gislative assembly arc:
( 1) A simple !'<'solution, which is a formalized motion passed by 01w house only and
which bears the heacling "House Resolution" or
" Senate Resolution." It mav be used to amen<l
the rules of one house or to· express the desire,
opinion, sympathy or request of the h?use
adopting it. It does not require three readmgs
or a roll call rnte. ,\ member offering a simple
resolution may rca1l it in his place before sending it to tlw ehair. It shall thPn be read by the
clerk or secrc·tary unless othPrwise ordered by
the house, and referred to a eomm_ittee. Final
action sha ll Le tak<'n on the comrmttee report.
The transmittal of copit•s of simple resolutions
is the responsibility of the chief clerk or secrrtary of the house of origin.
(2) A joint resolution, which must be
adoptNl by both houses an<l then signecl by the
gonrnor as a ministerial formality. It may be
nsed to express the desirC', opinion. sympathy
or rP'1ll<'st nf the legislative assembly, to amend
the joint ru!C's. and to ratify or propose amendments to the lTnitrd States Constitution. If a
- 29-
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joint resolution goes beyond a mere recommen<lation or expression of opinion, and <loes not
relate to a subject solely within th<' competence
of the legislati\·<' assrmbl_v, it is s11bjeet to nto
by the governor. Exrrpt as otlH•rwisc pruviclc•d
in thrsf' r·nlcs, a joint r1·solntion is treated in all
respeets as a hill.

6-2.

Bills shall be typewrittPn on paper <'ight
and one-half by thirtet·n inch<'s with rrnrnlwrwl
lines and shall he intro<lUc('<l in qua,lrnplil'ate.
Pica 'or elite type and a goocl hlad, ribbon nrnst
be used. Bills shall be numbered at the foot of
<'aeh page and shall have white c·onrs of a substantial material. In sections amrncling existing
statutes, matter to be stricken out shall be indicated with a line through the words or part
to he deleted, an<l new matter shall be undcr1ined. A key showing the numbers of sections
of the most recent IleYisccl Codes of .'.\lontana
repealed or amended in a bill shall immediately
precede the title.
6-3. ~o bill, except ge1wral appropriatir,n bills,
and bills for the eod ifi,·ation and g<'neral revision of the laws. shall contain mc,rc th:rn one
subjeet, which shall be rlearly l'Xpr<'sscd in the
title. The enacting elause of every law shall be
as follows: "Be it ennetNl by the legislatin assembly of the state of ,\fontana." (Montana
Constitution, Art. V , Sec. 23 and Art. V, Sec.
20)
6-4.

The general appropriation bills shall cn1
-30-
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brae•,· nothing but appropriations for th!' ordinary "xprnst>s of th1· l"i.:islati\'r-, cxccuti,·r awl
judic·ial ,l1•partmcnts of th0 state. interest on
p11hli<· ,IPht an,1 f,1r puhlir sC'hools . •\ II other
apprnpriations shall lw 111:ulc by srpara!P bills,
cal'h rmhracin(l' but 011<' snujcct. (Montana
Con,titution, Art. V, Sec. 33)

G-5.

t·:vcrv statutP, unlP~s a diff,,r0nt tirn<' is
pr1'scrilw1f thl•rPIII. tak,·, ,-.ff,•d on the first day
of .J nly of tl1<· y<'ar ot' its pass:1~r• and approval.
EY<'l'Y joint l'l'solution, 11111,·ss a ,liffrrPnt tim !'
is Jll'l'SC'riLc,l thcr,·i11. tak,·s <'ffrc·t from its passagP. (Sections 43-507 and 43-50!), R. C. M .
1947)
I
l'v
0
\D

I

B . -lntroduction
G-G. .\ l,ill mav he intrrnlncrd hy rn1lorsing
it with tlw namr of a 11w111IH·r or co;nmitt<'e an<l
prrsPnting it to thP c>hid Pl( rk or scerc>tary in
f]llndruplirnt". J: ills, joint rl'solutions. and
simple rrsolutiuns shnll lw 11nrnh,:rPd consrcnti\'!'I_\' in sPparntc> srric•s in the on!Pr of their
n°rript.
0

6-7. All l1ills C'XCcpt n•w1111c> hills, appropriation, bilb a11d snh..;t itntp hills rnnst lw l'Pceivr1l
hv t hc> c•hil'f rlcrk or the ,-Pcrrtan L,· :i p.m.
ot· t lw ei~htcl'nth l,·gislat ive clay. Rc>v1~11uc bills
must be rrceiw1l by thr <'hiPf <'lrrk hy 5 p.m.
of the twPnty-fifth tlay.

G-8.

Xo hill for tl1<· nppropriation of monry,
cxrrpt for CXJ)t'llSPS of thP govPrnml'nt. shnll lw
-31
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i11lrnducc<l within t!'n days of tl11• C'lu~1• Df th<·
s<·ssion. <'X<·c>pt by 1111,rni1Ho11s consP11t of the·
housL• in which it is sought to be introduced.
(Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 21 )

law nnlc>ss r,,frrrc·d to a Pommittce. rr·tur111·,1
thcn•fro111, nml pri11tP1l i11r the us,· 11f tlw 111,·11
lwrs. , Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 22)

,\ 11 bills appropriating public moneys shall
originatr in the housP of repr"s<'n tatives. A
111PmhPr of the scnatP <lt>siring th,· introductio1
of n liill carryi11g an appropriation may trans
111 it il to the s1Jl':1 kc•r of thP house of rcp rescntnt i,·rs. who will provi,lf' for its introduction Ly
n•cp1Pst.

G-16.

6-9.

G-10.

G-1 5.

.AftPr the first r•·ading oi a bill. it ,hall
he r PfCITPd t11 a co111111itt,,,. h_v th, p!'""'i ling of
(if'(')'.

,\ bill 111av lJt' rP1·111111uitt,,,l at am tilnt
hcr'm·" its passag•·.
·

D.-Amendments and S ubstitute Bills

6-17. i\n law shall lie r1·Yisc·Ll or arnc•nrle<l. or

All bills for raising rPHlme shall originat,, in thL' house· of r,·prc•s,·ntatiYPS; but the
s,·natP rnay prnpos1• a111Pn,lmP11ts. as in the l'asc
of otl1<•r bills. (Montana Constitution, Art. V,
S ec. 32)

the prodsions thcrl'of l'Xtl'lllk<1 by rc-f,-rcn,·c to
its title only, Lut so rnul'h th,-reoi as is rPYi,;c•,1.
ame111l<•1l or PXkml, 11 shall lie r,•., !1artr,l ancl
published at length. (Montana Constitution,
Art. V, Sec. 25)

6-11 . ~o hill mav Iv intJ'fi1lur('(l or re!'Ci\·c<l in
a ho11sl' aftc•r tha 1 J,, 11,r ha, finally rejrc•trd n
.>ill dPsigne,l to a1·<.· >mplish thr sam" purpos,'.

G-18. No law shall be pas~•'d rxc,·pt by l,ill.

0

G-12. .,\ emnmitkl' 11111st unanimouslv consent
to thr i11lrocludinn of a c>ommitt,,r bi!(
C.- First Reading and Commitment
G-13. The purpose of th0 fi rst r,.a,Jing of hill"
is fo1· information ancl !'ommitment. .,\ bill shall
be reacl Lv a sunnnar,· of its tit IL' in tht> honsc> or
origin and h,v a sum~ary of its title and by ih
hist11rv in th r SPCO!l(} house. ~o motion affect
ing :1 i1ill is in ordl'r 011 its first !'Parlin:,!.
G-14.

~o hill shnll lw consi<lPn•d or become a
-32-

nncl nu hill shall be <;o nlt,-r,,,1 or a111,·11ti,·d nn its
passag1' through either h0usc> as h1 change its
orig-inal pmpos<'. (Montana Constitution, Art.
V, Sec. 19)

6-19.

.\ rommittc>c 111a,· reromml'nd th:i.t PYL·n
elaus1• inn hill be chang,·d an,1 that 1·utin·ly n",\·
matt,·r he suhstitutrcl s11 !uni; :i,; the nP\\' n,:tl
!Pr is rP]crnnt to tlw titlP ant! suhjrrt of thnrhdrrnl hill. A substitut" bill shnll hc> eonsi,l<·r1•cl as :lll anwn<lmrnt and not as a J1P\\' bill.
6-20.

Thr proper form of rPporting a suhstitnfr
hill l,y a ('11111mitt<T is to proposr anwndml'nts tt
strik<· out all of the• hill following thr t'nacting
-33-
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elausc and to substitute the new bill, reeommPnding also any nerPssary changes in the title.
l f a committPP report rPcommending a subst_itute for a bill originatiug in the other house 1,;
adoptc•tl, thP suhstitutP hill shall be printeJ.

I
0

I
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6-23. When a bill hns h1•c•n rc·ported favorably
by committrr of the whole of thr house of ori~in
anll the• report has h('<'IJ acloptrcl, thr bill shall
hr rng-rossr<l under thr dir<'l"ti<,n of th<' hills
<'Ommittre, and \rhen repc,rt1•tl eorrl'dly cngrossN1 by the eommitt<•f' sh::11 he plaPcd on the
ealrn<lar for thircl rrading on the surcPcding
lPg-islative day. CornmittrP of thP whole amcnclmrnts sha ll be inclurlf'<l in thr 1•ngrosscd bill.

6-24. When a bill has passed both houses it
shall be cmollcd as an act of the legislativC'
assembly under the direction of the hills committee of the house of origin. An original and
three cluplicate typewritten copies of the bill
shall bl· enrolled, free from all corrections and
(•n·ors, with a margin of two inches at the top
ancl one inl"h on each side, with thirty n111111111J;erl"<l lines to the page. In sections amcnJing
existing statutes new matter shall be underlined, and matter strickPn with a line through
it shall be omitted. The typewriting shall be
done with a black record ribbon, pica or elite
type, on plain linen finished paper or fifty percent rag bond paper 8½ inches wide and 13
inches long, weighing sixteen pounds to the
ream. The original and first copy only of the
bill shall be recl lined. The history of the bill
shall also be mrolled and placed in back of the
bill in a white manuscript cover, upon which is
written the number of the bill.
Wh en the enrolling has been complctecl, the
bill shall be examined by the author and the
bills committee and reported correctly enrolled.
The original and one copy shall be signed by
the presiding officer of each house in open session and presented by the bills committee to
the governor. The bills committee shall take
a receipt from th e governor and shall report

-34-
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6-21. Amrn<lmcnts to a hill hy the srrond
lwusP shall not be furtlwr amP11<lrc1 by the house
in whfrh the bill origiuatrrl, l,ut must cithPr bP
a1•c·eptc•l1 or rejertrcl. If the anwn1lmrnts are rejrctP<l, a eonfcrc' nce c:ommi!trr may_ b(' :equrstrcl by the housc• Ill whwh the bill originated.
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If a bill is unamended, contains no clerical
errors, and is neatly \VJ"itten, it may be engrossed without retyping.

E.-Printing, Engrossing and Enrolling
6-22. lf a majority of c1 honse rc•cumn1rn1ls the
passage of a hill origi1wting in that_ house after
it has been returned from a co1111mttrc, eleven
hnnclrcd copies of the bill shall be printed with
all amrnclnicnts incorporath1 into tlw printed
C"opirs. Bills refrrrcd tu thl' hills eommittec of
the housP of origin for pri11 Ii ng nrnst lw rcpurt<'d within th1•cp days unl,·ss furthn timr is
g-rantc•1l by that house.
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to the house the day and hour of such presentation, which shall be entered in the journal. The
original and two unsigned copies shall be file<l
with the secretary of state. ThP signed copy
shall be filed with the clerk of the supremr
court.
F.-Second Reading-Committee of the Whole
6-25. All bills whic-h han bPen reported by a
committee, ac•ct>pted by the house conrcrnecl
and printP<l. shall he post('<[ on thf' calendar for
considc•ration hv committee of the whole. All
amcndmPnts o( the othrr hom,c, shall immc<1iatcly be postC'rl on the calendar for consideration by committee of the whole. l;ntil the
forty-eighth lPgislative day, nne rlay must
elapse between th<' time a hill is printed anrl
consideration by comm ittee of the whole. Bills
shall he arranged 1111 the l'a!Pndar in the order
in which they arc rc·portecl un}Pss othPrwisc
onkrP<l h? the house concPrned.

6-26. E\"ery hill c·onsidered in committee of the
whole shall be read by a summary of its title
ancl hy its hhtory and considerecl section by
section.
6-27. Prior to adoption of a committee of the
whole report, a member may move to scg1·cgate
a bill. If the motion prevails, the bill remains
on second reading.
6-28. ·wh(•n a comm ittee of the whole report
on a bill is rejected the bill shall rc•main on
second reading.
-36-
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6-29. Eitht•r he1ust· mav rcs(lh <' itsdf into a
co111111itt1•l· of tlic wh, IL' l~y a]>Jll"11\'al .. r a 111otion
for that purpu:,w. So far as 111a:, be applicable,
the rnlrs governing ,•a<'h housl' shall bt> obs<·n·ed when tlrnt l10Us<' rl'st1l\'t•s itself into a
L·omr iittP<· of the wholr, <'Xl'l'pt as follo\\'s:
(1) Th<' univ muti1111s in ord1·r art': to
aml'n•l; to n·ct1mmt·nd passag-r Dr nonpassa~c: to l'l'Clllll 11,·wl P11111·un·<'nc1•
or 1wn-l'"111·urn·neP. to ind,:finitelv
pt1stp,m.,. tu pass (•1111sidPratio11; t~>
ris1·. to risL· and n·p11rt; an1l to rist'
and n p11rt 1n·o~r•·ss an, l ask l1•a ,·c to
sit ag-ain.
(~
,\ r1•cor,l Yule r wy nnt be urdl'r<'1l.
I :n
'l'hr ,·orn111ilt!'e 111ay l1t1t app,,int suh1·,1111111itt1•,·s.
d) 1'hl' ('flJll 11itt, ,, 111a) not punish its
Jll('IIJlwr, for 111is,·r,11d11et. h11t 1113\' l'<'}lllrt 1lisor1l,'1' tu th,· h<>llS(' 1·onrr1'.ncu.
.-,) t·11less oth11·wis1 pr, s1·rilwcl by <'ither
huusr lll·for•• ~oiug into c·ornrnittrc of
tlw wholf', a m<'mbt r· may sprak as
.. ft1·11 as h1· is rr1· .. g11iz,•d and for as
Joni.: 1•a1·h ti111 as is alle1,n·1l i11 drbat1·
in thr· parti•·ular hous,
6-30. .\ ft1•r a ('llllll 1itt,•P llf th, wh11l1· has been
fllrtlll'1I. th,· pr,·si,linl! offil't'I' shall appoint a
1·hain11an t" pn·sid(•. 1·p .. 11 r,·sur 1inf..' th" 1·hair,
th•· prPsi,li11i.: oft'ic-,•r shall rr1•f'iye thr rq1ort of
tilt' 1•lrnir11ian 11f th,· 1•0J 1mittP<' an,1 thr house
slwll take adiun on the rt•port.
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6-33. Ev<•ry orLkr resolution or vut<' in which
the conem-r,•11et' of both houses may ' be nce1·ssa ry, <'Xl'rpt 011 th<> <1uestion of a<ljourllnwnt, or
relating sokly to th<· transaction of the business
11 f the t \\'u l11111se:,;, shall be pn•s<'ntnl to the goY1•1·1lor, allll beforl' it shall take effect he appruYed by him, or, being disapprovPd, he 1·epasse1l by two-thinb of both houses, as prcsel'ihrd in thr cas<' of a bill. (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 40)

Iii:- olij('ctiuns !11 111<' houst' i11 \\'hi,·h it originall ,I. \\ hi1·li hons(' shall cntrr the 0! 1jectio11s
at la rgr· upon its jounial an.J pr,,c1•1 d to rreonsitlcr th!· bill. 1f then twu-thir,ls of tb, mcmhcrs JJl'l'S( 11t agrr<' to pass th,· samP. it shall b<'
sent, togdh,·r \\·ith the obj<'dions, to tl1<' othL·
h,,usr, but which it shall likewise he rt·eotIBiu
,·r,·rl and it' il]l]>l'o\ l'd hy two-thir,ls of the r I u,IH rs pt·<·s<'11t in that h, us<' it shall bte·o111c a law
1111t \\'ithsta11dini.r th,· obj, ctio11s of th, go, l'l'llol'
111 all su<'h eas,·s th<' \'Ot<' of <'al'h hllllse shall
lil' <kt1•rmi111•Li In Ye; s anLl 11aYs. 111 lw rnkr<'d
11!1 tli<· ,io1mwl. ir ;Ill.)" bill sh.1li 11,11 ht• rrturnrd
liy 1111' g-ov,•rnor within ti,·,· .Jays ~un<lay ex1·P)'IP1l aft1·r it shall have been Jll'L''irntcu to
him, thr sarnP shall iJ<' a law. in like manner a,if hr had signed it, unless th<' l1·p-islatin ;1s
s,·111lily slwll by thPir atljnurnnH·nt p1·••Hnt its
rdurn, in w!ii<"l1 easl' it shall not b ,·1 111 a law
without tlil' appro\'al of the gon•n •1r ~o bill
shall lwcnmc a l:I\\ aftl'r thl' final a1l,iu11rnr1H 111
of the ]1 gislati,·c assrmbly, unkss afJJlro\ed 1,y
thr gowrnur within fiftPen days afttr such atlj()l!l'I llll'llt. In 1·asr the go\·1·rnur shall fail to
appr11\·e of any hill afll'r the iimd adjournrn('nt
of thr lrg-islatin assl'I 1bly it shall bt fil<'d, \\ ith
his objrdi, 11s, in th<' offict of the Sl'Cretary of
statr. (Montana Constitution, Art. VII, Sec.12)

6-34 . Every bill passed by thr lcgislatiYP asse111 bly shall, hdorc it brromcs a la\\', be prcs1•11t<'d to tlw g-oH•rnor. lf he approv1is, he shall
sig-n it, a11Ll thPreupon it shall become a law;
hut if hr do not appro\'c, he shall return it with

6-35. The gon•rnor shall haw po\\", r to disapprove of any item or items of any bill making
appropriations of money, cmbra<'ing distinct
items, and thr part or parts approwrl shall hc-

G.-Third Reading-Governor's Veto
6-31. ?\o bill shall hl'come a law except by voltof a majority of all the mPm\J<'rs J>l'l'Sl'llt i11 <'a<'h
house, nor unl,•ss Oil its final passage the Yotr
lw takPn l1y ayes anti 11oes, an<l the na111rs of
those voting be cntrrrd on the journal. (Mon.
tana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 24)
6-32. E,·eQ· Lil I shall be read t 11 re<' t im('s prior
to passage. cith,·r by titll' or by ~nmmary of
titil' as proviJed in these rnl,•s. The first r,·ading- shall hL· prior to commitment; the seeond
prior to ddiate 111 eornmitter of th,• who!,·; and
th<' thin!, whi,·h shall
liy compldc title, pl'ior
to final passag-1· . .t\'o bill shall rel'ciw more than
011<' reading 011 the same clay excl'pt oil th<' last
legislative day.

uc
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come a law, and the item or items disapproved
shall be void , unless enacted in the manner following: Jf the legislatin assembly be in session he shal1 within fi\'C days transmit to the
house in w hi<·h the bill originated, a copy of the
item or items thereof ,lisapprond, together
with his obje,·tions thereto, and the items ob.iectr1l to shall be separately reconsidered, and
1·a1·h item shall tlw11 take the same course as is
prNwribed for the passa~e nf bills over the
c•xc·c·utive vl'to. (Montana Constitution, Art.
VII, Sec. 13)

I
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N
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ing or has been rejected, the house that considered the bill shall immediately transmit it to the
othn house with notice of its action.
!.-Fiscal Notes on Bills

6-38. \\' he11 a Lill has received its t hird read-

All bills reported out of a committee of
the legislative assembly having an effect on the
revenues, cxpenu.itures, or fiscal liability of the
state, except appropriation measures carrring
specific dollar amonnts, shall include a fiscal
note incorporating an estimate of such effect.
Fiscal notes shall be requested by the presiding
officer of either house, who shall determine the
need for the note at the time of introduction.
The state bud get director, in cooperation
with the agency or agencies affected by the bill,
is responsible for the preparation of the fiscal
note and shall return same within six ( 6) days.
,\ completed fiseal note shall be submitted
bv the buu.get dirl•ctor to the pres iding officer
\,:ho requested it, who shall refer it to the committee eo11sidering the bill. If the bill is printed,
the note shall he mimeographed and placed on
the memben;' d tsks.
Fiscal notes shall, where possible, show in
r1ollar amounts the <•stimated increase or decrease in l'Pn>nnes 01· expenditnres, costs which
may be absorbed without adtlitional funds, and
long-range financial implications. :!':o comment
or opinion relatiYc to merits of the bill shall be
incl uded; however, techn ical or mechanical defects may be noted.

--40-
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H.-Transmittal of Bills
6-36. Each housr shall transmit to the other
with any hill all rrlevant papers. When a house
liill is tran!:.mitteJ from the house of representatiHs to th<' sf•natP. thf' sc,rretary of the senate
shall dn a dated rc•e<!ipt for the bill to the
ehief cle rk of tlw housf'. Wh en a senate bill is
transm itt<•d to thr house of representatiYes, the
1·lii1•f c·l1·rk of tlw hnus1' shall give a dated re1•f'ipt to thl' s1•c·rda1·y of th e senate.

6-37. Except for approp riation bills, revenue
hills an<l amendments considered by joint confrrencr committees, no bills may be transmitted
from one house to thP other after the fortieth
le g·isl a tiY e day ; ancl no a mendm ents, except to
a ppropriations hills and rHenue bills, may be
t ransmittetl from one house to the oth er after
1he fifty-th ird legislativ e <lay.

6-39.
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A fiscal note also may be requested on a
bill before the thirty-sixth llay, and on an
amendment before the forty-ninth day, by
( 1) A committee considering the bill, or
(2) A majority of the members of the
house in which the bill is to be considered, at the time of second reading .
The budget director shall make available on
request to any member of the legislative assembly all background information used in de,,eloping a fiscal note.
(Sections 43-1001
through 43-1006, R. C. M. 1947.)
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CHAPTER,
Committees
Tl,,· c·ommittrr 011 legislatiH• administrntion of ,•al'h huus,· shall com;'d,•r all m;itter,eo11err11rtl with ~eating, mill'a!?P aml P"l' diem.
lrJ,!islatin• cmployr1'S, the c·ontrol of le:,.:islati,·,,
propert:,-. ancl the 1,u,lgcting for and expt>nditur,· of appropriations for thr oprration of th,•
le~i-,latiYe asst•ml,ly

7-1.

I

N
I-'

w
I

7-2. A standi11g eommittee ~hall s 1b111it a
writll'n rPpnrt in triplirnte on all l,ills or rnatt,.rs rrfcrrc•d to it within, days aft1·r rrferrnrr.
u11lrss at the rNp1rst of the committee and for
!!nod ea 1se sl1nw11. furthrr timr is ~rant<'d by
t ht• ho11sr ennerrnrd.
7-3. If the memhrr,; of a eommittrr eannot
a~n'•' on .i rqiort. thr majorit~· and minority of
th(• c•ornm1tt,,<' prPsent at a committre rnrf'ling
may s11hmit srparat,. rt'ports. Only one minority rPport 11,ay hl' submitted. Such rrporh
shall hf' rntrrNI at lrngth on thr journal. 1111],,,._ oth,.rwisr orcl<'red hy thr ho11sr conrrrnrcl

7-4

.\111•ommittrrs shall ki>ep minutes of their
n·P<'tin,:_,os and. at the <'IO"ie of the s<'ssion. shall
turn thr• min1ll<'~ oYer to tl1f' ehief <'!erk of tlw
hous,· o ,r<'rrtar\" of thr s<'natr for drli,·en·
to th<' historiral ~o<'idy
·
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bills ,·ommitte, and eo11ferr11ce cornmitters ma_\
r,•port at any time. exrrpt rl11ri11g a call of th"
h1111se or when a YOte is hei11~ tak<'n. Reports
trom the bills co111milter shall stanJ appro\'C•d
without formal actio11.

.J O I N T

H

7-6. ;\ I) bills providing for an appropriation
of public n1onC'ys shall first bl' eonsickrecl Ii~ :i
joi11t eommitteC' eomposrd of thl' fini111re an 1
<'laims committPr of tl1e Sl'llatr, ancl the app1 o
prop1·iations eom111itter or tli<' housP, arnl thrn Ii>·
rnPh sC'parately. :\lecti1 gs of tlw joint rom
mitt<'<' shall br hrlcl upon call of the chairman
of tht• house appropriations committ<'c \\'ho
shall l,p chairman of the joint r·ommitter.
7-7. Except as proYided in .Joint Rule 7-G, the
cl1airn,an of the sC'natr> committee shall b,
chairlllan of all joint committees.
7-8. If eithC'r house requ<'sts a eonferenc·e and
appoi11ts a eommittre for thr purpose of dis
e11ssi11g ,,n amrrnlment 011 which the senate anJ
the lio11se of representatives cannot agree. th,•
otl11•r house shall appoint a rommittrr co11sist
ing of thr same nmnbrr of membrrs. T hey shall
med at a e01wrnient timr, to lie ;igrrrd upn11
hy thrir chairmen, and having ronfrrrt"cl, sh11ll
r~port to their respectiYP housrs the resnh nf
thc•ir <'onfercnce. A conferenre committrr sh:tll
Ponfi11P itsrlf to th<' disputed amrnclmrnt

7-5. The eommittc •P on rnlrs and journal. tlw
rn!Ps 1•0111111ittre, th<' jo11rnal e111nmittcr. t hP

7-9. In joint eommittres otlwr than confrr,'111•1
1•0111mitt,•<'s, members YOtC' i11rliYid11ally and not
hy hou,-es. Berause eonferenre eom mi tters are

-43--
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.10111t JllPl'tings of separatr co111111ittcl's, in
ferl'nl'•' eolllmittecs the conunitt,•es fr011
house \'01( separatrly. and a majority of
t•orn111ittce rnnst agrel' l,,.forC' a11y action
he takt•n.
·
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CHAPTER 8
Rules and Journal
8-1. Eac-11 house shall keep a jonrnal of its
p1·or:c<'dings, and may, in its ciiscretion, frorn
time to time, puhlish the same, except ~nch
parts as require secrecy, and the ayes and noes
on any qlH·stion shall. nt th<' r_NJU!'St nf nny
two members, be entered on the J0t1rnal. (Montana Constitution, Art. V. Sec. 12)

8-2.

I
l'v

.....
.i:,.
I

The procecclinQ"s of r,a('h hous,· which shall
l,e ente1·c•d on its journal include:
(1) The title and 1111mber of each bill
whc•n it is introciucerl; snbsrquen t referencps
may ue by numb er on ly .
(2 1 EvPry motion allll the name of th e
ntPmher makin g it.
I :3
ProposPrl constit11ito11al amPrniments
whid, lia Ye been YOted for LY two-thirds of
1he tn('lllherc;, (Montana Constitution, Art. XIX,
Sec. 9)
r -l )
Committee reports.
( 5) Roll call votes.
(6) :\f Pssaf!eS from th e !!OYernor and the
oth<'r hou se.
(7) An entrv of the oath taken b,· tlH•
111r•rnhrrs. (Sec. 43-209, R.C .M. l'J47)
.

-
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its journal, correct any errors, and report each
legislative day immediately after roll ca!L

8-4. The journal of the senate must be authenticateLl by the signature of the president, and
the journal of the house of representatives by
the signature of the speaker. (Sec. 43-304,

_ __ _ _J_ O
_ I N T
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rnles and journal relating to rules. After the
rules haYe been published, the legislative coun<'il shall distribute copies as directed by the
senate and house of representatives.

R.C.M. 1947)
8-5. (1) A joint rule may be repealed or
amended only \\'it h the concurr ence of both
houses, unde r the procednres adopted hy ea ch
house for the rPpeal or amPndmeut of its own
rules. ( 2) .A joint rule governing the proccd11re for handling bills may be temporarily suspended by the eonsent of two-thirrls of the mrm1.,ers of either house, in sofar as it applies to
the house suspending it.

8-6.

Mason's Manual of Legislative Proced-

ure go\'crns the proceedings of the senate and
house of representatives iu all cases not covered
by th ese rules .

8-7.

8-3. ThP journal committPE' or committee on
rnl es and journal of ea ch house shall exami1w

The legislative counc il shall corlify and
publish in one Yolume the rules of the senate,
the rul es of the house of r eprese ntatives and
the joint rules of the se nate an<i house of representatiws. Upon adoption, the secretary of
the senate all(} th e ehicf clerk of the house of
representatives shall provide the offiee of th e
lrir islatiw council with one copy of all motions
or resolutions anwn(ling senate, house or joint
rules. and "·ith copi<'s of all minutes an<l reports of the rnl0s <•ommitt0e or committee on

-46-
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CHAPTER 9
Voting P rocedure
9-1. Exc·ept as pro\·idecl in Joint Hule 9-~,
l'\·cry member present when a question is put
:.hall \"Otl' unless the house of which he is a
me111her cxc11s<'s him.
9-2. A mt·muer who has a personal or priYatc
interest in a11y measure or bill proposed or
Jlt'11din~ hdon' the legislative assembly, s hall
di.,l'lo~,· the fa,·t to the house of which he is a
111emLa, a11d shall not vote thereon. (Montana
Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 44)

9-3.

I

N
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..\mend111t'11ts to the constitution may be
l'ropu~ed in either house; a two-thirds vote of
tllP 11wmbers el<'cted to each how;<' is required
•·or passage. (Montana Constitution, Art. XIX,
Sec. 9)
9-4. \\'hen a ml'asure requiring the eoneurrenct' of two-thirds of the members is under
('011sid<'ration. a majority Yote is sufficient to
tleeide any question relati11g to the measure
short of third reading.
9-5. a\ roll call yote shall be taken on t he request of two members.

JO l ~
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announced frum t he chair. A member may nut
explain his Yule tmt il aft1·r th<· ll1·cision is a11nouncell from the t'hair.

9-7.

(l) On third reading the question shall
be stated as follows: ''Senate (or house) bill
number ....... .. having been read three senral
timc>s, the qut>stion is. shall the bill pass (or be
conrnrred in)."
(2) lf an electrical \"oting system is
used the presiding officer shall ring the bell
after stating the question and then state
··Those in fa \·or vote yea and those opposed
~·ote Hu." After a reasonable pause the presiJrng officer asks "Ilas c\·en· member \"Otcd '"
(reasonable pause) ' 'Docs a;1y member wish to
change his or her \"Ole 7'' (reasonable pause.
"The clerk (seerctaQ') will now record the
\"Ote.''

JO INT

of t!H· housr• of repr,·sr·ntatins. it slinll l,in<;
the me111hers signing until the cxpir:1tio11 of
time for which it was signed, unl<>ss the paired
me111bers soon1'l" appear anrl ask that the agreem<'nt be ca11celled.

9-8. Two members may pair on a measure that
will be determined by a majorit\" vote. On a
n_1C'as11re requiring a two-thirds ,:ote for adoption threC' memhers may pair, with two members for I he measnrC' and one memLer a"ainst.
Pairing is permitt<'cl only when one ~f tht'
paired members is absent when the votP J:-,
taken.

9-9.
9-6. On a roll call rnte the names of the memhers shc1ll U<' callPd alphahetically, unless an
eleetrical ,·oting system is us<'<l. A member may
not vote or change his \'Ute after the decision is
-19-

.An agr<'ement to pair must be in writin"
dated and signed by tl1<' members agree~
mg to he bound, ancl must specify the duration
of the pair. When an agn•ement to pair is filed
with the S<'eretary of the senate or chief clerk

'.UH}
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Absence of quorum ..
..2-10
Absent members, attendance may
be compelled .............
............ 2-10
Adjournment
· for more than three days not permitted without consent of other
house ..................................... 2-7
may not be to any other place
than that in which the two
houses are sitting . ............. 2-7
.\clmittance to floor of ~enate or
house of representatives, who entitled to ........................................ 2-3
.-\menclment
constitutional .................................. 9-3
may not change original purpose
of bill ..................................... 6-18
substitute bill considered as ........ 6-19
!'ubstitute for ..
...... 5-10
to amendment .............................. 5--10
to bill by seconcl house may not
he further amended by house
in which bill originated ............ 6-21
Appeal from decision of presiding
officer .....................
... 1- 4
Appropriation bills
general, scope of ............ ... .. ....... 6-4
introduction by member of senate 6-9
limitation on time for introduction .............................................. 6-8
shall originate in the house of
representatives ............................ 6-9
shall be considered by joint committee ..
..............................7 -G
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16
49
33
33
28
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34
13
30, 31
32
31, 32
32
44

Assistant sergeant-at-arms, to
whom responsible . .... .. .... ........ .... 3-9
Bill
amendment to bill by second
house may not be further
amended by house of origin .... 6-21
appropriation
general, scope of ........................ 6-4
introduction by member of senate ..... .... .... ... ................ 6-9
shall be considered by joint
committee ................................ 7-6
shall originate in the house of
representatives
........... 6-9
commitment of .
...... 6-15
committee, unanimous consent
necessary for introduction ....... 6-12
effective date of ....
...... 6-5

:~~~i;s1n~air. of.:::::.::::::·::::::::::::t~3
enr?lled, signing by presiding officer
............. 6-24
enrolling of .... ... ......
............... 6-24
errors in, correction of ................ 3-7
first reading of ...
.................. 6-13, 6-32
form of ............................................ 6-2
general appropriation .................... 6-4
introducti?n ?f .
.... 6-6
appropriat10n ............................. 6-8
in house that has rejected a bill
designed to accomplish the
same purpose prohibited . . G-11
limitation on time of ................. 6-7
numbering of ........... .............. .. 6-6
posting on calendar for consideration by committee of whole 6-25
printing of
................... G-20, 6-22
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..... G-32, 6-13
6-26
recommitment of ................. ........ 6-16
referral of ........................................ 6-15
revenue, shall originate in house
of representatives
..... 6-10
second reading of .............
........ 6-26, 6-32
shall not contain more than one
subject
......... 6-3
substitute
considered as amendment ........ 6-19
form of reporting and printing
of ................
...... 6-20
third reading of .
..... 6-32
transmittal of
........ 6-36, 6-37
6-38
Bills committee
engrossing of bills under direction of ............................................ 6-23
enrolling of bills under direction
of .................................................6-24
may report at any time ................ 7-5
printing of bills under direction
of .................................................... 6-22
Business, order of .............................. 4-1
C:tll of the house
arrest of members who refuse to
attend ............................................ 2-12
business suspended during ......... 2-13
may be dispensed with hy twothirds vote .................................... 2-13
not in order after previous question ordered .................................. 5-7
when may be ordered if quorum
is present ..................................... 2-11
when may be ordered in absence
of quorum .................................. 2-10
Call to order ........................................ 1-1
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Chaplain, dutiPs of
.. 3 10
Chief clerk of the house
of repre;;entatives
duties .. . ... ..........
:l--5
to whom responsible
.... 3-5
which employees are immediately
responsible to . . . ................. 3-6
Circulation in chambers of papers
or argunwnts for or against
legislation
1-10
Claims for payment, :;ergeant-at- c,
3 "
arms shall prt'pare
Committee
Bills
engrossing of bills uncler direction of . . .. ..
. .......... 6-23
enrolling of bills under direc
tion of ..
.G-24
may report at any time . . . . .7-5
printing of bills un<ler direction of ....
G-22
Conference
appointment of ..... .
....... 7-8
may be rcqucstl.'d when amendnwnb to hill are rf'jcctcd . G-21
meetings of . . .
7-8
voting in
... 7-9
Joint
<'hairman of sPnate committee
shall be chairman of
.. . .1-1
on .fina1;ce arnl appropriations
votmg m . .
......... ,-9
Legislative administration, on
3-2, 3-3
3-13, 7-1
minority rf'ports of
7-3
Mmutf's of meeting of
7 ·1
Reports of
... ..
. .... . ..
..7-2, 7-5
committcf' on rules and journal 7-6
conference committe s
... 7-5
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must be entered on journal . 7-3
Standing
disposition of minutes of .......... 3-5
secretaries of, to whom responsible ......................................... 3-3
l'ommittee of the W hole
appointment of chairman for .... G-30
rnnsicleration of bills by
.. 6-25
debate in ...... ....... ..
G----29
motions in nl"der <luring
. G--29
reading of hills in .
6-2G
receiving rl.'port of . .............
G-30
rcjcetion of report on hill .. .. 6-28
report of containing recommendations on morf' than one bill 6-27
rules applicable during ................ 6-29
Communications or papers must be
addrcssl.'d to presiding officer .... 1-10
Compensation of legislative employees must be prescribed by
law
................. 3-1
Conference committees
appointment of .............................. 7-8
may be reriucsted when amendment~ to bill are rejected ... ... G----21
meeting,; of ................
.7-8
voting in ..................... ........
.7-9
Constitution, amendments to ........ 9-3
l)i\;sion of riue,,tion . .
. .......... 5-9
Doorkeepers, to whom reiaponsible 3-9
Dulil's of legislative employees
must be prescribed by law .......... 3-1
Effective date of bills and resolutions
........... 6-5
EJ,,ctrical voting system, procedure
for ...................................................... 9-7
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.3-12
number, ,lutiPs and comw•nsation
of must be prescribed by law .. 3-1
to whom responsible
3 G, :i 9
Enacting clau~e .
G-3
Engrossing clerk~, duties of
3 7
Engrossing of b lls
3 !>, G ·23

l'a~•
.1',o .

2:{
22, 2:i

19
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Enrolling clerks, duties of
Enrolling of bills .

3-7
3 5, G 24

3•1, 3;;
21
20,
35, 3G

Enrolled bills
<li;;position of
.
signing of by presiding officer

{j-24

35, :rn
14, 15

1 H, G 2·1

35, 3G

19

44
34
44
44, 45
49
28
22

19
31
50

.. 2 !i, 2-G
Executi,c sessions
.6-13, G-32
Fir~t reading of bills ..
G----39
Fiscal notes on bills . .
Floor of house or senate, who may
be admitted to
.2-3
Floor of senate or hou<;e of rt' presentati,·l's, when lobby ng is prohibited on
.2
Gon•rnor
.. G 35
item veto by
f,-33, r; 34
veto by
Historical society, delinry of <'ommitte" minutes to
3 5
Hour of meeting of senah' and
house of representative~ .
.2-2
House of representative;;, when
open
... 2-1
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Introduction of bills
.. 6-6
time limit on .......
..... 6-7,
Inventory of legislative property .. 3-8
Janitors, to whom 1·esponsible ....... 3-9
Joint committees
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Lobbying
by legislat ive employee prohibited ................................... 3-12
on floor of senate or house of
representative:,;, when prohibited
.... 2 .4
Meeting, hour of
... 2-2
Minority committee reports
.... 7-3
Minority floor learler, may appoint
private secretary
.. 3-4
Minutes of committee meetings ..... 7-4, 3-5
Motions
non-debatable .......
...
... 5-8
on subject different from that under consideration inadmissible 5-3
precedence of
...
.. 5-2
shall be reduced to v.-riting and
read aloud if requested
.. 5-1
to reconsider .
.. 5- 4, 5-5,
6-27
withdrawal of
.. 5-1
Non-<lebatable motions
5-8
Number of legislative employees
must be prescribed by law .
.3- 1
Open sessions required unless business requires serrecy
.. ... ...... 2-5
Order of business
. 4- 1
Order, questions of .....
.. ... 1-4
Pages, to whom responsible .
.3-9
Pairing
.....................
.. 9 -8, 9-9
Papers or communications must be
ad<lressed to pre~idi ng officPr .... 1 10
Papers circulated in chamber s or
placed on desks must be signed
by persons responsibl e .....
1- 10
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presiding

officer

....

must
......... l~

Per diem and mileage of members
and employPes, 1,ergeant-at-arms
to keep account for . .
. ..... 3-8
Personal or private interest in bill
mu~t be <lisclosed by member ..... 9- 2
Prayer by chaplain
.1-1, 3 10
Precedence of motions .
5-2
Presiding officer
Ch:ef clerk of house respon si ble
to... . .
............................. 3-5
communications or papers shall
be addressed to ................... 1-10
has general control and direction
of rooms of house over which
he presides ................................ 1-3
ha,, general supervision of legislati\·e employees ........
... ..3-6, 3-9
of s"nate is president ................... 1-1
of house of representati\·es is
~peaker ...................................... 1- 1
repor\Prs on assig nment a re sub)ect to placement by
........... 1-3
er retary of senate r esponsible
to
.. .. ....... .. ...... .. ...... 3-5
~erl{eant-at•arms responsible to 3-8
~h::ill dPci de all quest ions of
ordPr .. ... ...
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. .1-4
~hall presnve orrler a nd decorum 1-2
·hall sign cnrollNI bills .
1 -8, 6-24
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21, 22
49

13, 22
25
20
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13
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shall sign payrolls a nd subpoenas 1 -9
Previous CjUestion
ca1l of th e house not in ordn
after onlererl
.. 5-7
effect of moving
5 6
not ,lebatable
5 8
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l'rinting of bills
I 'rivate or personal interPst in bill
must be disclo>'ed by member . .!l 2
Privilege, qul'stions of .
f, 9
Question, division of
Questions of orrh•r, decided by presiding officer
1
Question,- of pri\·ilege
Quorum
a majority of each house constitutes
.. 2 R
if present, how a call of the
house may be ordered
2 11
in absence of, how a call of the
hou,:c may be ordered
.2 1(1
Reading of bill!,
6-- 13, 6 2/l,

G 32

I
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I-'
I.D
I

I!ecognition by prC'siding officer . 1-5
Heconsirier, motion to .
.5-4, 5-li,
ll 27

Reports
of committee,, majoritv and minority . . .. . .
.·
.7 -3
of stand·ug committees, when
submitted
....... 7-2
Reporter, subjert to placement by
pre iding officer
.. 1-3
He,:olution
joint, defin,tion
G1
joint, eff Pcti,·e date of .
f,. :i
joint, treated in all respects a· a
hill
.
6---1
simple, rlefin ·tion of
G I
)!p,·pnue hills, must originate in the'
hot se of representati\·es .
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codification and publication of 8-7
Distribution of ........................... 8 7
:\Jason's )fanual 1,coverns procC'edings in ca,:es not covered by 8-ll
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of.............. .......
..8-5
Rules and Journal, committee' on,
may report at any time
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Second reading of bills
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Secrecy
if required, sessions may be
closed ........
..... ..
... 2-5
motion to close doors to rli>'cuss
businPss whirh may require . . 2- ll
Secretary
to minority floor IC'ader, to whom
responsible . . .
.. .. ............ 3 4
to standing or special committees,
to whom responsible ..
..3-3
Secr<>tary of Senate
duties . . .... ..... .. ..
. ....... 3-5
to whom responsible .................. 3-5
whirh employees are immediately responsible to
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3-5
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S<'rgeant-at-arms, duties of
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.............................2-5
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sign ...
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Substitute bills
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SENATE RULES
CHAPTER 1

I
N
N
0

I

Presiding Officer-Decorum, Order and Debate
S1-1. 'I'he lie11tena11t-govcrnor shall be president of the senate, but shall vote only when
the senate is equally di\"iued. In case of the
absence or disqualification of the licntcnantgoYernor, from any cause which applies to the
g;o\'ernor, 01· wl1t·n he shall hol d the office of
gon·rnor, then the president pro tempore of
tlw senate shall perform the duties of the lieutenant-governor until the vacancy is filled or
the disab ility remo,-ecl. {Montana Constitution,
Art. VII, Sec. 15)

SENATE

RULES

S1-4. The president may name a senator to
perform th e duti es of the chair, wh en the presi1lcnt pro temporP is not present in the scnatr
chamber. The senator who is so named is vested
during such tiillr with all th e powers of the
president; but he does not lose the right to vote
un auy question while presiding.
S1-5. No sl'na tor sh all speak more than twice
on any one motion or question without n11a11imous consent of the senate, unless he has introcl\l(•ed or proposecl the motion or question llllller
debate, in which case he may speak twice and
abo closr the <lcbate. However, a senator who
has spoken shall not s1wak again on the same
motion or que"tion to the exclusion of a seuator wh o has not spoken.

Committees
S7-1. The senate shall elect a committee on
eommittC'es eonsisting- of 3 mcmlwrs. The committee on committees, with the approYal of the
senate, shall appoint standin"' and select commit!e~s of the_ senate, and s:nat e membership
on Jomt comm1ttees except conference committees. The president shall appoin t all conferenl'C committees with the advice of the majority
an<l minority floo r leaders. The senate may
ehange the membership of any comm ittee on
one day's notice.
Th e standing committees of th e senate and
their maximum membership are as follows:
Agricultnrc -----···························--······
Banking and Insurance ----····--·-······
Bills ·---···•··----------····-·········-·-·······----···Commerce and Labor ····--········--·····Committees ····---···-·-····-······-···-·····-····Constitution, El ections and Federal
R elations ·····-·····-·-·-······-·······---·-----·-·
7. Education ············-····-························
8. Finance and Claims ····-·-···············---·
9. Fish and Game ····-··················-··········
10. Highways and Transportation ···-··
] 1. Irrigation and Water ··-···········-·······
12. Judiciary ················-··················•-·······
-66~3.
J.
5.
G.

S1-3. Th e presid ent pro tempore, when acting
as presiding officer of th e se nate, shall vote as
an~· other member of the senat e.
-fi6-

RULES

CHAPTER 7

1.

S1-2. Th e senate shall, at the beginning and
dose of each regular session, and at such other
times as may be necessary, elect one of its members president pro tempore. The senate shall
dwose its other officers, and shall judge uf the
elections, r eturns, and qualifications of its
members. {Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec.
9)
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SENATE

11
9
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11
3
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11

11
11
11

9
9

~

l:l .
1'1.
15.
JG.

17.
18.
19.
20.
:21.
22.

N A T E

S F. N A T l~

H l' L E S

L eg-islatiH' Aclrni11 istration ..
Local GoYernment ........... ..........
Natural Resources .. .........................
J>ubl i<' l( ('a\th, \\' Plfare and Safrty
l'nblie Lands ................................. .
R11Ies ...................................... .
State Administration .......... .
Stoekgrowing and Grazing ..... .
Tax ation
..................................... .
Journal ............................................ .

11
9
11

9
5
9
11

11
3

I{ l

L E S

I-'

I

A T E

I{

1· I. F:

~

Nominations From The Governor

r 1 J A motion to amr11tl or ado1•t a
rule of 1h r sPnate shall be rderred to the l'OJll·
mittn• 011 mil's without Jt>bal,·. A rule of 1lw
s,·nate may only bl' ain endl'd or ndupt rd with
the 1·011c111-r,.11c r ol' a maj,Jl'ily of the senatl·
a11d a f!(•r on e cla;v 's not ier.
(:!) A rule may lie suspende d trmporarily hy a two-thirds yote.

s10.1. Th r ~OYernor ,-ball 110111i11a1<•. an,! liy
and with th,• 1·unsr11t of th,, senate, app .. i111
all offir•l"r;; whos,· officrs ar,· ,,,..1,,01!,lwd II\
th,. constit11tio11. or whil'h 111.1,· l,p r•r,•alf'd 11~
law. and whP,1• appointmrnt 0°r elt·etio11 1-; 11~1
othrrwisr pro\'i<ll'u for. lf d11ri11'.!'. a r<'r·,'ss or
thr senate a ,·a,·nneY 11c·e11r-: in :111\ '-ll•·h 11ffir·1
thr g-orernor sltall ~ppoint ,0111,• fit Jwr-..1111 to

S8-1.

S8-2.
I

~

CHAPTER 8
Rules and J ou.rnal

Mason's Manual of Legislative Proced-

ure gonrns th e Jll'Ol'c'rdings of the Sl'llall' in
Iv
Iv

S 1;

all ca,;c•s not coYrreu by t llt'sr ru lrs.

CHAPTER 10

clischarg-c• th e dntie-.. tlwreof until tl•P 11,•xt
met'I ing ol' th r '-enatr, when ht' ..,hall 11n!lli11at ,
som,· 1wrson 1o fill such offi,·1•. (Montana Constitution, Art. VII, Sec. 7) .
S10-2. \\'hrn nomin ations are srnt b,· tit,·
µ-0Y1·rnor to the senall' for ,•onfirmation: tlH·y
shall 11ot lw .ir·trd on hrfore th e lll'Xt ,11er••·1·d i11g- lt>g'islati\'1' tlny, rx, rpt 11ominati,,11s ,,•111
by tht• 1fO\·rr11ur on the last lt•!!isla!in• da~· ,,f
tlte s .. ssion. whieh shnll he a<"tt'd upon tliat day
0
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Committee on Committees
duties of .... .
eiedion of ...... .............................. .
Cvn unittee on Rules and Journal
Julies of ....... .
. ..
Committees
co nferem:e, appointment of
joint, appointment of ...... .
select, appointment of .... .
standing, appointment of
Conference committees, appointment
of
....
Debate
....................
( ;overnur, nominations by .
L:eutenant Governor
absence or disqualification of ........
shall vote only when senate is
e4ually divided ........... .
Xominations by governor .
when acted upon ...
President l'ro Tempore
ab ence of .......... .
duties of .
election of . . ... ... ... .. ... .....
when acting as presiding officer
shall vote ..................... .
Qualification of membns
Rules
amendment, suspension or adoption of .................... .
<'ommi ttee on, dutie:; ............... .
:IIaso n's Manual go\·en1s proceedrngs in cases not covered by
Select committees, appointment of
Standing committees
appointment of
enumeration of .................. .
maxi mt.rn membership of .
0

-70-

Rule
No.

S 7-1
S 7-1

Page

No.

66, 67
G6, 67

S 8-1

68

S
S
S
S

66, (i7
66, 67
66, lj7

7-1
7-1
7-1
7-1

S 7-1
S 1-5
S10-1

GG,

1ji

66, 67
65
69

S 1-1

69

S 1-1
S10-1
S10-2

64
69
69

S 1- 4
S 1- 4
S 1-~

65
64
61

S 1-3
S 1-2

6,1
64

S 8-1
S 8-1

GS
68

S 8-2
S 7- 1

68
G6, 67

S 7-1
S 7-1
S 7-1

GG, 67
66, G7
66, G7

HOUSE RULES
CHAPTER 1
Presiding Officer- Decorum, Order and Debate
Hl-1. The house of r ep r esentatiYes shall elect
one of its members speaker. The house shall
choose its other officers, an<l shall judge of
the elections, r eturns, and qualific :1 tions of its
membe rs. (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec.
9)
Hl-2. The h onse shall elect one of its members speaker pro tempore who shall perform
all of the Juties of th e speaker in the absence
of that officer, and on such ot her oeeasions as
the sp<'nk<•r may requc::.t.
Hl -3. Xo member !,hall speak for longer than
one-half hour in 11ebate on any one motion or
<jUestion.
Hl-4. During committee repo rts the member
reporting the measure under consideration
from a committee may, if the measure is debate d , open and close. If the d eba te extends
beyond one day he may have one-half hour to
close, eve n if he has used one-half hour in
opening.
Hl-5. Xo member sha ll sp eak more tha n once
on the sa me qu estion without the unanimous
conse nt of the house, unless he has proposed
or introduced th e matter under d ebat e, in
which case he may spea k in reply after all
members choosing to speak have spoken.
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RULES

CHAPTER 7
Committees
H7-1. Th.e committee on rules and journal
shall _cons1st of the speake r and fo ur members
appo int ed b_y him. T~e speaker shall appoint
ut her stand m g eomn11ttces, select committees
aur l house membership on joint committee~
a1~d conference committees. Th e stand in g eo mrmtt ees of the house are as follows:
1. Affairs of cities.
:2. Agriculture a nd Irri gation.
:J. Appropriations.
-!. Bills.
J.
Business and Industry.
6. Constit ution . Elections and Federal
Relations .
Edueation.
8. Fish and Game.
9. Highways.
10. Judiciary.
11. L a bor and Compensation.
12. L egislatiYe Administration
13. Livestock and Ran ges.
1-!. Public H ealth , W elfai-e anrl Safe ty .
l:i. Rules and ,Journal.
16. State Administration.
17. T ownships and Counties.
18. Ways and Mea ns.
19. Research and Resou rces.

,.
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H O U 8 E
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R l' L E -'S'-------

The first named member of a c·ommittee is
tlw ehairman. and in his ahsence ~ht• next
named me111hrr, and so on. No stan<lmg commitke may eonsist of more than li IIH'mbers.

CHAPTER 8

( 1)

A mot ion to amend or a dopt a
l'lllt• of the house sha ll lie referred to the rom111itlet' on rulrs and journal, which shall report
110 later than the next lcgislatiYe day. t·nless
reco111mt'IH!rd bv the committee on rule-; !llld
jo11rnal, 110 house rule shall lie amendt•d 1,r
adopt<'d except by a two-I birds Yote.
(2) A house rule may be suspendrd
temporarily for a specified purp ose by unanimous consent.

HB-2. Mason 's Manual of Legislative Procedure governs th <' proceedings of the h o11se of

I

r e prrse11tati\'es in all cases not co ,·ered hy
I hese ru Jes.

w

l< ul•

Rules and Journal
HS-1.

N
N

INDEX TO HOUSE RULE S

I

"\o,

CommiUPr on Hules ancl Journal
dutie s
Commitl1•rs
confcrrncr, appo'ntmrnl nf
joiut, appoint1rn·nt of .
!'Pleet, appointml'nt of
stan<lin?;, appn;n• ment ;11,l enumeration of
Conferl'nC'f' ,·onir,1itter~, appointmrnt of
Debatr
during committer rrp o1 t!'
limitation on speaking in
Joint committee:a11pointnwnt of
Qu alifications of memhers
ltule~
amenrlmrnt, !'U~pPnsion or adoption of .
. ..
cornmitter on, duties .
l\ta!';on•~ !\l anual go\'erns procredings in ca!'r:< not con•r('(I
1,y ..
Seir<"t co1nmittres, appointmrnt of
Speaker
Spraker l'ro Trr.ipon,
dt!tir!- of
el<·ction of .
Speaking in deba 1 e, !ii' itation , n

Hi;.. 1

11~, 1
11 1
117-1

117
117
HI -t
HI :J,l

Ill 'i
H7-l
HI l

Hx I
IIX-1

118 2
1!7 I
H 1-1

111-2
Ill

JU ~- I

Stanrling con1mi' tel'~. :1ppointn1en:
and enumt•ration of
H7-I
-- 7::l
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NOTES
The following Rules changes were adopted on March 29, 1971,
by the House of Representatives of the 42nd Legislative
Assembly of the State of Montana:
Joint Rule 6-1--Be amended in subsection (1) so that the
second to last sentence of said subsection
reads as follows:
"Final action shall be taken on the committee of the whole report."
Joint Rule 5-4--Amend first sentence to read:
"A member who voted on the prevailing side
of a question may, on the day the vote was
taken or on the next reg~s¼at~~e day the
house in which the action was taken isTn
sess'Ton, move to reconsider thequ'esITon:11

Joint Rule 2-4--Amend to read as follows:
"Lobbying on the floor of the Senate and
House of Representatives is prohibited
during a session within efte-harf one hour
prior to the commencement of a session and
within one-half hour after recess or ad--journment."
Joint Rule 2-3--Strike rule in its entirety and subsequent
rules in Chapter 2 to be renumbered accordingly.
New House Rule Adopted:
House Rule 1-7--"0nly the following persons may be admitted
to the floor of the house of representatives
during sessions: executive officers, legislators, legislative employees, reporters,
guests of members of the house, and former
legislators who are not registered lobbyists."
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